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A Year of Innovation
Since returning to Saddleback Valley 

Unified School District last April, it has been 
my pleasure to renew my prior relationships 
and build new ones with students, staff 
and our great community. A year ago, I 
shared that my priorities included visiting 
school sites, getting to know our staff and 
community and out of those conversations, 
developing a vision for SVUSD moving 

forward. Based on my conversations last spring and into 
the summer, SV Innovates was born. SV Innovates focuses 
on intentional lesson design and engaging strategies 
for students supported through innovation to produce 
successful students now and in the future. With this as our 
guiding vision, district and instructional practices were 
created and as a result, we have had a very innovative year 

in SVUSD, both within and outside of the classroom.

Some of the many highlights include:
• Opened SVUSD Virtual Academy, TK-6 in 2017-18   
 with a full TK-12 school being offered in 2018-19
• Creation of Santiago STEAM Magnet School opening   
 in 2018-19
• Creation of Linda Vista Primary Years  
 International Baccalaureate Program Magnet School   
 opening in 2018-19
• First District in Orange County to offer Unified Sports  
 with a grant from the Special Olympics Organization
• Providing Vocal and Instrumental Music    
 performances for each high school feeder pattern   
 through community partnerships
• Supportive PTAs with 246,813 volunteer hours in   
 2017-18
• STEAM Showcase with over 2,000 SVUSD students   
 and families in attendance to highlight innovation in  
 SVUSD
• 3 CIF and 18 Team and Individual League Titles  
 (fall & winter sports)
• Students, teachers and administrators working hard   
 to implement SV Innovates at each site
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Dr. Edward 
Wong
Clerk

Suzie R.  
Swartz
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Dolores 
Winchell
Member

Amanda 
Morrell
President

Superintendent

Board of Education

Students preparing their designs for the competition.

Intermediate robotics exploration at the STEAM Showcase.

It is difficult to choose what items to highlight as there 
are so many wonderful things happening in SVUSD. I 
am very proud of the work that students, parents and our 
SVUSD staff have done during the 2017-18 school year. 
The Board of Education and I would like to wish our 2018 
graduates a special congratulations and the best of luck on 
their next adventure- we are excited to see where your next 
chapter leads you! Saddleback Valley Unified School District 
is a wonderful place to learn and work and we are excited for 
the innovation that the 2018-19 school year will bring!
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We are at the end of another school 
year. Congratulations to the Class of 
2018 and their families. 

Thank you for including School 
News among your reading choices. 
Our next issue is October 10. Until 

then have a wonderful summer. On 
pages 23-27 are student book reviews 
to help with your reading selections, 
a word search and lots of choices for 
summer fun and learning.

Neta Madison
Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher
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Embassy Consulting Services, LLC is committed to building and maintaining safe, respectful and inclusive
school communities. Our Safe Schools Summit is designed to bring together a diverse group of stakeholders

to provide education, awareness and knowledge to help create safe schools.

Embassy Consulting Services, LLC
Safe Schools Summit

EmbassyConsultingServices.com/Safe-Schools-Summit
For Event Details and to Register Visit

Antoinette Tuff
The Inspiring True Story of How
One Woman Saved an Atlanta
School Under Siege.
Antoinette Tuff ’s courage and faith
prevented tragedy for 870 children
while a school was under siege by
a heavily armed gunman. As the
nation faced yet another Sandy
Hook story of tragedy, one woman
rewrote the ending. Antoinette will
share her survival techniques that
she used on that fateful day to
disarm the shooter.

Featured KeynoteTopics & Themes
• Building a Safe School Climate
• Assessing and Managing 
 Students of Concern
• Responding to an Active   
 Shooter Incident
• Debrief of the Santa Barbara  
 Isla Vista Shooting
• Expert Panel Discussion
• How to Prevent the Next   
 School Shooting
• Conducting Eff ective Threat  
 Assessments

Event Information
Wednesday, October 10, 2018

7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Alpert Jewish Community Center
3801 E. Willow Ave.

Long Beach, CA 90815

Early Bird Registration
$119.00 before July 1, 2018

General Registration
$139.00

Morning and Afternoon 
Refreshments and Lunch Included

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
http://www.embassyconsultingservices.com/safe-schools-summit
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Teamwork Leads to Success
The 2017-18 school year has been 

exceptional! It’s been a year of innovation 
marked with positive change and action. Our 
teachers, principals and educational services 
staff have all worked hard to advance 
student achievement. New K-6 English/
Language Arts instructional materials were 
implemented, Next Generation Science 
Standards units were built by teachers, 

robust educational technology continued to enhance 
instruction, and hundreds of teachers participated in 
multiple professional development opportunities. We 
deepened our work on multi-tiered systems of support 
and concentrated on student engagement strategies and 
intentional lesson design.

It takes solid teamwork to meet goals such as these, 
and in SVUSD, we are fortunate that our teachers and site 
administrators work collaboratively and are a combination 
of (1) critical thinkers who consistently raise important 
issues, (2) crazy dreamers who always come up with new 
ideas, and (3) courageous implementers who plow through 
difficulties and make it happen. When all three of these 
qualities come together, magic happens and our classrooms 
come alive! Because these qualities exist in our teachers, 
principals and staff members, next year promises to be even 
better.  SV Innovates!

Laura Ott
Assistant 

 Superintendent

Educational Services
25631 Peter A. Hartman Way, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-1234

Congratulations
We would like to join our schools and 

departments in celebrating all of our 
Classified Employees of the Year! 30 classified 
employees were nominated from their school 
sites or departments. Additionally, three 
of those employees were selected as 2018 
SVUSD District Classified Employees of 
the year. The purpose of this program is to 
honor all regular classified employees and 
the important and valuable contribution 

they offer daily in the performance of their duties and 
responsibilities. 

Our three district Classified Employees of the Year are: 

Kelly Roberts, Animal Care Custodian at Trabuco 
Elementary School, Kendra Taylor, Secretary at Mission 
Viejo High School, and Alinda Togashi, Library Media Clerk 
at Cielo Vista Elementary School. 

Congratulations to all of our Classified Employees of the 
Year and thank you for all you do to support our students.

Dr. Terry Stanfill
Assistant 

 Superintendent

Human Resources
25631 Peter A. Hartman Way, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-1234

Solar Power Projects
In 2015, Saddleback Valley Unified School 

District began installation of solar arrays 
over carports and shade structures on the 
high school campuses and the District 
office to promote energy efficiency and cost 
saving measures. The District contracted 
with Tesla Energy for the implementation of 
Solar Power - Phase II projects in June 2017. 
The scope of work includes solar arrays and 
storage batteries on the intermediate school 

campuses in addition to select elementary schools (Cielo 
Vista, Foothill Ranch, Lake Forest, Lomarena, Melinda 
Heights, and Valencia). Installation of Phase II will begin in 
June 2018 after the last day of school.

Year 1 operational savings from the Solar Power – Phase 
I projects at the High Schools, District and Nutrition Center 
were projected to be approximately $98,000. Phase II first 
year savings are estimated to be $76,000. The long-term, 
25 year energy savings for both phases is projected to be 
over $46,700,000.

Connie Cavanaugh
Assistant 

 Superintendent

Business Services
25631 Peter A. Hartman Way, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-1234

Kelly Roberts Kendra Taylor Alinda Togashi

949.251.9085  •  cprutc.com
Contact Us Today!

UNIVERSITY TRAINING CENTER INC.
CPR & First Aid Classes Daily

EMSA Approved

At Your Locati on In Our Center
GROUPS INDIVIDUALS

No Registrati on Required
AED, CPR, & 1st Aid

All Levels of BLS CPR
Pay in Class/Credit Card, Check, Cash

You Select Day & Time
AED, CPR, & 1st Aid

All Levels of BLS CPR
No Deposit or Prepayment

Youth & Church Discounts

Have a fun summer!

http://www.cprutc.com
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A Class Act!
Cordillera is once again thrilled to be 

partnering with the Pacific Symphony 
Orchestra’s Class Act program as we learn 
about this year’s 
composer, Ludwig van 
Beethoven. Students 
and teachers kicked 
off the year with 
a Prelude Concert 

assembly. Teachers then participated 
in a workshop to learn lessons 
for reinforcing musical concepts 
in the classroom. Each class also 
participated in a lesson with our Class 
Act musician focused on the history 
and music of Beethoven. Our Family 
Night was a big hit with a quintet 
of Pacific Symphony musicians 
entertaining and educating Cordillera 
families. In April, Kindergarten and 
1st graders enjoyed their Interactive 
Musical Experience and all students 
in grades 2-6 experienced a 
performance of the Pacific Symphony 

Orchestra at Segerstrom Center for the Performing Arts. 
We will wrap up the year with our Bravo Concert where 
each grade level will perform a skit or song about what they 
have learned this year.

Deborah Shaver
Principal

Cordillera Elementary
25952 Cordillera Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/830-3400 • svusd.org/cordillera

Amazing Opportunities at Cielo Vista
Cielo Vista is proud to offer many before 

and after school enrichment opportunities 
for our students. Led by Cielo Vista’s 
own outstanding teachers and offered on 
multiple days, students can participate in 
our Technology 
Club where they 
enjoy building Vex 
IQ robots, working 

with Spheros & Ozobots, and 
building Raspberry Pi computers. 
Their creations were proudly 
showcased at the SVUSD STEAM 
EXPO in March. In addition to 
Technology, we offer a Drama Club 
where students are responsible 
for learning their roles, and 
designing costumes and props. The 
Drama Club presented their final 
production to the school in May 
and it was a huge success! Cielo 
Vista also offers a Homework Club, 
Reading Detective Club, and a Math 

Fun Bunch as part of our extended learning and school 
enrichment clubs. These incredible opportunities are all 
offered for FREE. Cielo Vista is the place to be as we utilize 
the skills of communication, collaboration, creativity and 
critical thinking before, during, and after the school day! 
Go Hawks!

Beth Ewing
Principal

Cielo Vista Elementary
21811 Avenida de Los Fundadores, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 • 949/589-7456 • svusd.org/cielovista

Kindergarten and 1st Grade students engaged in the Interactive Musical Experience!

www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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California 
Missions and 
Stitchery

Del Cerro’s 
fourth grade 
students are 
studying the 
California missions 
and the large 
influence that they 
have had on the 

culture and history of our Great 
Golden State. The fourth grade 
students visited the San Juan Capistrano Mission, and 
were very impressed by the architecture and construction. 

Following the visit, the students created 
their own mission with a stitchery experience 
offered by one of our very talented parents, 
Mrs. Lee Fletcher. Mrs. Fletcher, an incredibly 
skilled seamstress, brought a variety of sewing 
machines to class and many of our students 
had their first sewing experience, creating 
their own mission from a pattern created by 
Mrs. Fletcher. California history came alive 
in the classroom as students stitched and 
embroidered their way to beautiful replicas 
of the California missions. The final product 
provided a personal memento for each student 

to share with their family. A great learning experience was 
had by everyone!

Dr. Larry
Callison
Principal

Del Cerro Elementary
24382 Regina St., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/830-5430 • svusd.org/delcerro

Robotics
In a world where technology is overtaking 

curriculum and children are entrenched 
in virtual worlds, robotics is drawing 
the technology-driven student into a 
creative, goal-based program that requires 
collaboration and forward thinking. VEX 
is answering that call at De Portola where 
100+ sixth grade students are learning 
the program, in addition to an after school 
program of 24 fourth-sixth graders.

The program allows the teacher to instruct students 
in basic build models with specific directions. Along the 
way, students are introduced to physics concepts such as: 
gravity, force, torque, and gear ratios. The step-by-step  

 
directions, when followed, can create chain reaction 
machine, a la Rube Goldberg. When students have 
mastered these physics concepts, they build robots to 
accomplish tasks that include lifting and driving.

VEX Robotics teacher, Mr. Jeff Tescher, used the on-
line guides to learn with his students. When students are 
engaged in robotics, the energy in the room is contagious! 
The program is a long-term venture which can conclude 
with concepts such as block coding. When all of this work 
comes together, instructors are encouraged to begin 
tournament play. In fact, an inaugural elementary VEX 
Robotics Competition will be held at De Portola on June 
2nd. Robotics education and experiences are just another 
way that De Portola continues the SV Innovates tradition!

Michael Gomez
Principal

De Portola Elementary
27031 Preciados Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-5830 • svusd.org/deportola

9th Annual  
Chalk Festival

On April 25th, Del 
Lago PTA hosted it’s 9th 
Annual Chalk Festival. 
During this event, each 
classroom created a 
street painting with 
chalk on the campus 
blacktop area.

Artwork is chosen each year by 
teachers and students. Popular options 
include favorite books or topics of study from the year. 
A team of parent volunteers works to create grids and 

outlines for each drawing to serve 
as the foundation for the students. 
Students then work throughout the 
day to draw, fill, and blend with chalk 
to create the final product.

This annual event is a wonderful 
opportunity for students to participate 
in a collaborative art experience and 
has become a highlight of our spring 
season. Students especially look 
forward to sharing their masterpieces 
with family during our Open House 

event the following evening. 
Del Lago is proud to continue this tradition, and we look 

forward to celebrating 10 years in 2019!

Jennifer Televik
Principal

Del Lago Elementary
27181 Entidad, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/855-1125 • svusd.org/dellago
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Chalk Walk
El Toro High School hosted its first ever 

Open House “Chalk Walk.” Over 70 student 
participants, and 20 large chalk murals were 
delicately drawn on the pavement using 
chalk pastels. This spectacular event brought 
enthusiasm and curiosity to the Arts at El 
Toro. Muralists spent the day creating their 
“Movie Themed” works while they were being 
visited by staff and students. All stakeholders 

were attracted by the focus and attention to detail that was 
taking place as the artists created their masterpieces. The 
success of the Chalk Walk was an additional component to 
the yearly student Art Show.

This year’s Art Show was an inspirational event that 
gave insight into the artistic capabilities of our students. 
Paintings, sculptures, photography, digital works, as well 
as the “Positively Peaceful” installation, were hung and 

displayed. An explosion of color and creativity echoed 
around the room. One of the highlights was the wearable 
art worn and displayed by students and Mrs. Sieb. Some of 
the wearable art was created using Farmer Boy receipts, 
plastic trash bags, newspaper, magazines and coffee filters.

El Toro is proud of being able to offer our students a 
wide-array of opportunities to collaborate and show off 
their artistic creativity to the entire community. Our 
Charger students are truly innovative, creative, and 
talented; and we are excited to recognize them all. A 
special thank you to Ms. Sieb, Ms. Goodfellow, Ms. Nadal, 
Mr. Brail, and Mr. Ford for their support of the arts and in 
elevating and cultivating students’ artistic capabilities.

We know that the Art Show and the Chalk Walk event 
will continue to inspire all of our students and encourage 
them to take classes that encourage them to express their 
creativity.

Terri Gusiff
Principal

El Toro High School
25255 Toledo Way, Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/586-6333 • svusd.org/eths

Successful Pancake Breakfast
Our staff, students, families and 

community members came together and 
we raised over $18,000! Those funds will be 
used to add sensory and musical elements to 
our garden and create an accessible outdoor 
learning space. Our PTA is so hard-working 
and spent hours behind the scenes. Our 
staff goes above and beyond to run photo 
booths, bubble zones, face painting and 
petting zoos. Our parents donate items to 
create beautiful baskets. The Rotary Club 

showed up in full force to flip pancakes. But the real 
highlight of our event was the handmade ceramic bowls 
designed and created by our students. Rick Ellis, one of our 
fabulous teachers, worked with each student to create a 
one of a kind ceramic to auction off at our event. On behalf 
of our Esperanza Eagles I would like to say thank you to 

the city council, our district office including Dr. Turner 
and the Board, our PTA and the larger 4th District PTA, 
and all of our amazing families and community. It is events 
like this that showcase the family-spirit of SVUSD and our 
community!

Shelly Stewart
Special Ed School 

Site Specialist

Esperanza Special Education
25121 Pradera Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/830-5470 • svusd.org/esperanza

Have a fun summer and don’t forget to 
include the library in your activity choices!

http://svwp.svusd.org 
www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Extra-Curricular Opportunities
At Foothill Ranch Elementary 

we are proud of the extra-curricular 
opportunities we have built. The 
FRE Bobcat News Network (BNN) 
team creates monthly videos that 
highlight our school’s events, 
character education program 
updates, and other timely news. 
FRE’s Student council leads our 

spirit days and our monthly spirit assemblies. 
The TECHspert program provides leadership 
opportunities so our trained “techy” students can 
provide professional development and technology 
troubleshooting assistance for our students and 
classroom teachers. Currently, TECHsperts 
specialize in using the iLab’s Ozobots, Green 
Screen Studio, as well as integrating Seesaw Learning 
and Google Suite in the classrooms. FRE’s Garden 
Club provides “hands-on” ecology training in our large 
school garden. The Garden Club has started their own 
vermiculture and composting in addition to planting an 

herb garden, butterfly garden and more! Our FRE Junior 
Leaders program provides opportunities for our students to 
serve as teacher assistants in our primary aged classrooms.  
We are proud to offer all of these opportunities for our 
students to be able to follow their interests outside of the 
classroom!

Ed MacNevin
Principal

Foothill Ranch Elementary
1 Torino Dr., Foothill Ranch, CA 92610 • 949/470-4885 • svusd.org/foothillranch

Thank You Parent Organizations
As this year comes to an end I find 

myself reflecting upon the factors that have 
contributed to our success. I realize the 
enormous impact made by our amazing 
parent organizations.

From our back-
to-school picnic 
to our evening 
fundraiser, Gates’ 

P.T.A. and A.L.L. members have 
gone above and beyond, providing 
for our community. They’ve hosted 
activities and events for our 
students, families, and staff. They 
fundraised to provide educational 
programs such as Art Masters, and 
recreational events like Family 
Fun Nights. We enjoyed a chalk 
festival, a cultural night for Día de 
los Muertos, movies under the stars, 
and star gazing on astronomy night. 
We jogged until we nearly dropped, 
danced and laughed, and became a 
big gator family.

As summer approaches I want to thank these wonderful 
volunteers for partnering with our school; for giving 
of themselves, their time and efforts, making Gates 
Elementary better for all. Through their generosity, our 
students are learning the importance of community 
service, which is a great example of what it means to be a 
global citizen in today’s world.

Yvonne Estling
Principal

Gates Elementary
23882 Landisview Ave., Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/837-2260 • svusd.org/gates

http://svwp.svusd.org 
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Connections and Community
One of the hallmarks of La Madera is 

the wonderful sense of community you feel 
when you come to our beautiful campus. 
Visitors to our school always comment on 
how friendly people are here at La Madera. 
Every Friday we have a PAWS Assembly 
where our community of families come 
together to celebrate and support our 
students’ citizenship. PAWS is our acronym 
for Positive Attitude, Always Responsible, 

Work and Play Safely, and Show Respect. Students at La 
Madera show their PAWS every day! Sometimes at a Friday 
PAWS Assembly, members of our community will join us 
for a special presentation, recognition, or flag ceremony. 
This past Friday at our assembly, we had the pleasure of 
welcoming Koala family members from the Pacific Life 
Foundation who presented our school with a $3,000 dollar 
grant!  Additionally, Clifford the Big Red Dog made a 
special appearance to kick-off our Book Fair. Our Koala 
Family and connections with our community make our 
school a great place to learn.

Heather Ramsey
Principal

La Madera Elementary
25350 Serrano Rd., Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/770-1415 • svusd.org/lamadera

AVIDly Preparing Students
We are proud to be a certified 

AVID (Advancement Via Individual 
Determination) Elementary school. At 
Glen Yermo, AVID is vertically articulated 
among all grade levels school-wide, and 
is embedded within daily instruction. 
Students apply a growth mindset as they 
visualize their future, make plans, and 
begin the fulfillment their aspirations. GY 

Teachers systematically implement the use of WICOR 
components (writing to learn, inquiry, collaboration, 
organization, and reading to learn in all content areas) as 
they design lessons with a focus on high expectations, 
rigor, and developing a college readiness culture. Student 
Success Skills are explicitly taught and encompass 
communication skills (e.g. listening, speaking, writing), 
self-advocacy skills, note-taking strategies, critical 
thinking, and study skills. What a joy it is to support 
children’s dreams, and be a part of SVUSD’s vision, as we 
prepare our students for college, career, and life success 
through intentionally designed, innovative, and highly 
effective instruction!

Lisa Graham
Principal

Glen Yermo Elementary
26400 Trabuco Rd., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-6766 • svusd.org/glenyermo

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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7th Annual 
International 
Festival

Each year, 
La Paz students, 
parents, staff and 
local businesses 
and performers join 
together to celebrate 
our community’s 

rich and diverse cultural heritages. 
This year, students created over 
thirty cultural booths complete 
with interesting country facts, 
and cultural games and artifacts. 
Countries included Russia, China, 
Israel, Peru, Australia, Sweden, 
Egypt, and Iran. It was a lively 
evening with music from the La 
Paz Jazz Band, Drama student 
pantomimes, and cultural dancing: 
the Acjachemen Intertribal 
Dancers, flamenco, salsa, Greek and Scandinavian dances 
and the Vietnamese lion dance. Students and younger 
children enjoyed the Henna tattoos, face painting, bracelet 

making and various games. There was also delicious food 
from local restaurants. A big thank you to everyone that 
came out to support this great event, as well as to this 
year’s VIP sponsors!

La Paz Intermediate
25151 Pradera Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/830-1720 • svusd.org/lapaz

Jean Walker
Principal

When it Rains!
Ms. Victoria Velez, an 

early childhood special 
education teacher, teaches 
the Specialized Academic 
Instruction Foundational 
class at La Tierra Early 
Childhood Center. The SAI 
Foundational class allows 
students to have access to a 
California Preschool Learning 

Foundations-based curriculum, while also 
focusing on individualized growth and 
development across developmental domains. 
An individualized plan is created for each 
student, progress is measured with data, and 
goals are constantly assessed and revised 
based on students’ progress. Learning occurs 
through a play-based approach where goals and learning 
objectives are embedded into activities throughout the day, 
giving students many opportunities to learn and practice 
skills. Each day is packed with carefully designed activities 

structured to challenge and engage students as they 
learn. One example is the spray art/science based project 
featured, where students learn how paint and water react 
while creating a fun, artistic picture as they learn about 
rain and the weather!

Marion Springett
Psychologist on 

Special Assignment

La Tierra Early Childhood Center
24150 Lindley St., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/707-5276 • svusd.org/latierraecc
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International Days
The 2018 Laguna Hills High School 

“International Days” event was a huge 
success. During the last week of April, over 
38 countries were represented in this annual 
event. The festivities began on Monday with 
a flag ceremony, followed by a Latin dance 
ensemble. The entertainment on Tuesday 
included a fashion show where students 
and teachers dressed in authentic attire 

representing countries from around the world. The talent 
concluded Wednesday with a dance inspired by Korean 
pop (K-Pop). In addition to the snack time entertainment, 
various clubs and sports on campus sold food items from 
around the world. The $4,600 in proceeds will benefit 
various nonprofit organizations. Thanks to everyone who 
contributed to this annual event, and Go Hawks!

Bill Hinds
Principal

Laguna Hills High School
25401 Paseo de Valencia, Laguna Hills, CA 92653 • 949/770-5447 • svusd.org/lhhs

PAL
Lomarena’s Peer Assistance Leadership 

(PAL) program was recently recognized by 
the Orange County Department of Education 
as being one of the top programs in our 
region. PAL’s mission is for peer leaders to 
help build a positive school climate through 
leadership, mentoring, cross-age teaching, 
and outreach projects. At Lomarena, PAL 
students in grades 4-6 frequently meet with 
our teacher coordinator Miss Patterson to 

generate ideas and implement strategies to benefit our 
school culture. Last month, our PAL Team joined numerous 
other teams throughout the county for a day of spirited 
team-building and learning at the Delhi Center in Santa 
Ana. Our school’s focus on KINDNESS is an emphasis, 
resulting in activities such as Friendtastic Friday, Random 
Acts of Kindness, Friendship Grams, and a Family 
Service Day, amongst numerous other events. Along with 
our students, our parents and surrounding community 
members are invited to join us in Lomarena’s Kindness 
movement.

Brendon Morrow
Principal

Lomarena Elementary
25100 Earhart Rd., Laguna Hills, CA 92653 • 949/581-1370 • svusd.org/lomarena

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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F.S.E.A.
“A body at rest tends 

to stay at rest unless it 
is acted upon by another 
force.” Newton’s 1st 
Law of Gravity couldn’t 
be a more appropriate 
description of the students 
who participate in an 
after- school science and 

engineering program called Future 
Scientist and Engineers of America 
(F.S.E.A.) at Lake Forest Elementary 
School once a week from October to May. 

At Lake Forest Elementary, Engineers 
and Junior Engineers from grades four through six 
compete on teams to apply scientific, analytical, and 
technical skills to create a variety of projects. Catapults, 
that must launch a ping pong the furthest distance, while 

having the ability to be adjusted 
to launch the same ball a 
shorter distance into a target, 
are an example. Water rockets 
exploding off launchers are 
another project, using water 
and 40 pounds of air pressure, 
sending them into the sky until 
they reach their apex and gently 
float back to earth after the 
deployment of a well-placed 
parachute.

The “force” behind this thrill-
seeking club is Mr. Imagawa, 
an engineer from IBM who has 

volunteered the last 17 years to “set in motion” a passion for 
science and engineering in the kids at Lake Forest. Over 
400 kids have learned to “act” upon the concepts taught in 
FSEA with the hopes that they will one day solve many of 
the world’s biggest issues.

Audra Bailey
Principal

Lake Forest Elementary
21801 Pittsford Dr., Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/830-9945 • svusd.org/lakeforest

Meet the 2018 Employees of the Year
Linda Vista is proud to introduce our 

certificated and classified employees of the 
year, Mrs. Leslie Gonzalez and Mrs. Janice 
Zintgraff. Both of these ladies serve the 
Linda Vista community in a variety of ways, 
including their work as the representatives 
for their respective association groups.

Mrs. Leslie Gonzalez is a gifted sixth 
grade teacher at Linda Vista. She has served 

the SVUSD community for 18 years and helped hundreds of 
students prepare for intermediate school. She works with 
students to meet their potential, challenges them to be the 
best scholar possible, and genuinely connects with each of 
them.

Mrs. Janice Zintgraff, office manager extraordinaire, is 
an amazing part of the Linda Vista community. She began 
her work in SVUSD as a playground supervisor, moved on 
to become a library- media clerk, honed her skills as an 
office clerk, and seamlessly stepped into the role of office 
manager. Mrs. Zintgraff connects with students, families 
and staff as she does with her own family.

The Linda Vista community is fortunate to have both 
Leslie Gonzalez and Janice Zintgraff as a part of our team. 
Thank you both!

Suzy McMasters
Principal

Linda Vista Elementary
25222 Pericia Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/830-0970 • svusd.org/lindavista

Leslie Gonzalez & Janice Zintgraff
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Kathy Martin
Principal

Melinda Heights Elementary
21001 Rancho Trabuco, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 • 949/888-7311 • svusd.org/melindaheights

Inspiring Kindness
A Random Acts of Kindness tree grows 

in the Melinda Heights office, covered with 
individual leaves depicting the selfless deeds 
of our students. Often, children and their 
teachers come to class to find positive notes 
and goodies on their desks, left anonymously 
by students at Melinda Heights. This is the 
inaugural year for our Melinda Heights 

Kindness Club, and our Mountain Lions are realizing just 
how easy it is to be nice to others; with a smile, a high-five, 
a positive note or a good deed. The Kindness Club meets 
monthly, and their goal is to spread kindness throughout 
our campus, plan kindness projects and encourage each 
other. They strive to inspire a culture of kindness as 
they bring our school together in a spirit of caring and 
cooperation. Our students are our inspiration; let’s change 
the world through kindness!

Students Jam with Appjam+
This spring, Los Alisos is thrilled to 

offer a free after-school app-creation class 
called appjam+. Appjam+ is an outreach 
initiative program through the Dreams for 
Schools organization. It is designed to use 
an innovative approach to educate youth 
about computer 
programming. 
In this eight-

week class, students are 
grouped in teams of four 
to create and design a 
STEAM-related mobile game 
application. Appjam+ bridges 
the ethnic and gender gaps 
in STEAM fields by using 
college mentors from the 
University of California, 
Irvine. These mentors will 
help our students use the 5 C’s 
approach of critical thinking, 
collaboration, creativity, 
choice and communication. 

When students have completed the course, they, along with 
other participating students in the South Orange County 
area, will present their apps at a Showcase Finale event 
at UCI. Student Jared Davis said, “I really like this class. 
I get to learn more about coding and can work with other 
students who share the same interest in programming  
as I do.”

Rich Freda
Principal

Los Alisos Intermediate
25171 Moor Ave., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/830-9700 • svusd.org/losalisos

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Engineering takes Off!
Mission Viejo High School welcomes 

the expertise and enthusiasm of new 
Engineering teacher, Mr. Blaise Miranda. 
MVHS engineering students have been 
involved in numerous competitions, attended 
field trips, and learned many new techniques 
this year. The redesign and expansion of 
the Engineering Drafting/Architectural 

Design room, and infusion of state funds to support 
Career Technical Education (CTE) allowed Mr. Miranda to 
dramatically expand our program. With new equipment, 
including 3D printers, laser printers, and 3-dimensional 
scanners, MVHS students will be ready for internships, 
industry and higher education. Currently, students are 
busy preparing for the OC Maker Challenge at Chapman 
University. The robotics focus in the MVHS engineering 
program is a continuation of the introductory elementary 

and intermediate school 
programs. The MVHS Robotics 
Team competed in the Rescue 
Robotics Design Review and 
surpassed all the competition, 
took 1st place in both categories, 
secured 1st place in Ground 
Robots, and first place in 
Aerial Drones! In addition, our 
engineering and architecture 
students had the opportunities 
to compete in a Popsicle Bridge 
Contest and the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory (JPL) Invention 
Challenge. We are proud of our 
dedicated students and applaud 
Mr. Miranda’s passion for real 
world experiences. Go Diablos!

Tricia Osborne
Principal

Mission Viejo High School
25025 Chrisanta Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/837-7722 • svusd.org/mvhs

Community
Montevideo is truly 

a community school. 
Our PTA enhances the 
educational experience our 
students experience every 
day. Our PTA ensures that 
we have community events 
such as a carnival, movie 
night, talent show, book 
fair, holiday store, etc.

The staff and parents work together 
to help student become amazing citizens. 
Ones that are involved, confident, 
collaborative and kind. When students 
move on from Montevideo we consistently 
get feedback from our middle schools 
that although we have a small school we 
cultivate mighty students!!

Our teachers 
also continue to 
shine. Recently 
Mrs. Bennett and 
Mrs. Kircher were 
Teacher of the Year 
and an OVATION 
winner respectively. 
Both teachers were 
recognized by their 
peers, SVUSD, and 
SVEA for their 
service to students. 
We are proud of both 
of these wonderful 
women and all of our 
staff. At Montevideo, 
We rock!

Mona
Montgomery

Principal

Montevideo Elementary
24071 Carrillo Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-8050 • svusd.org/montevideo
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PTA Welcomes You!
The Olivewood Parent Teacher 

Association (PTA) recently held its last 
Family Restaurant Night for the school year, 
and is now busy making plans for the 2018-19 
year. Our dedicated 
President, 
Yaarah Cruz, has 
completed a two-
year term and we 

are now seeking a new President. 
Mrs. Cruz is able to continue in 
another position and support 
a new President. You could be 
that President! Teachers Diane 
Surak and Miriam Eldridge have 
served as PTA Officers and will 
also be supporting the new board. 
Did you enjoy the Welcome Back 
Breakfast? Did you have a lot of 
fun at Family Movie Night? Do 
you want to see students continue 

participating in art programs? If your answers are “Yes, 
yes, yes,” then please speak with Mrs. Surak, Mrs. Eldridge, 
Mrs. Cruz, or Mrs. Neuer to find out how you can help PTA 
advocate for, and enrich, the lives of all students.

Eva Neuer
Principal

Olivewood Elementary
23391 Dune Mear Rd., Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/837-6682 • svusd.org/olivewood

Focus on the Positive
At PHE we focus on acknowledging our 

students for doing the right thing, and 
behaving in a positive way. We accomplish 
this goal in the classroom through our 
behavior expectations, and by handing 
out yellow “STAR” tickets to students who 
meet them. STAR stands for Strive to do 
your best, Take responsibility, Always work 
together, and Respect yourself and others. 

Students can also earn STAR tickets by going out of their 
way to help another student at recess, or by helping out 
with our ongoing campus beautification projects. Once a 
month, students, teachers, and parents come together for 
our Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports (PBIS) 
assembly where students are recognized for earning a 
yellow ticket and presented a certificate. Furthermore, at 
PHE we also firmly believe in restorative justice if a student 
makes a poor choice, giving students an opportunity to 
address the issue and make it right.

Portola Hills Elementary
19422 Saddleback Ranch Rd., Trabuco Canyon, CA 92679 • 949/459-9370 • svusd.org/portolahills

Dr. Joseph Ledoux
Principal

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Abilities Awareness
Kindness Week was 

recently celebrated at Rancho 
Cañada and included daily 
student activities. On Monday, 
students had the opportunity 
to visit four different “Abilities 
Awareness” stations. On 
Tuesday, students attended 
an assembly titled “Random 

Acts of Character.” This engaging assembly 
highlighted kindness and other important 
character traits. On Wednesday, the school 
collected new or gently used shoes to donate 
to local Veterans, or to be sold, with money 
collected used to support Veterans. On 
Thursday, students spent time decorating a “Kindness 
rock” at recess to be placed somewhere in our community. 
Finally, on Friday, it was Spirit Day when students were 
encouraged to wear any shade of blue. Kindness Week was 

sponsored by the PTA, which chose the color blue and was 
inspired by the book, Wonder, that sparked a kindness 
movement. This event was a tremendous success thanks to 
our incredibly supportive PTA.

Dr. Larry Hausner
Principal

Rancho Canada Elementary
21801 Winding Way, Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/786-5252 • svusd.org/ranchocanada

Steaming Forward
The Roadrunner end of the year is 

quickly steaming forward and we are excited 
about our current activities, as well as our 
transition activities, as we move down that 
track toward the 18-19 school year. We just 
concluded our annual Open House, and 
had a great turn out. Many families were 
on campus seeing the great engagement 
happening at RSM. Just prior to Open House, 

we also conducted our annual 7th Grade Orientation where 
we welcomed our incoming current 6th grade families onto 

campus to hear about, and see, RSM first hand. Students 
and parents got a chance to walk through our elective 
classrooms and meet the phenomenal elective teachers 
at RSM, as well as experience all we have to offer in the 
next two years of their education. Earlier that week, we 
participated in our District Music Concert at Trabuco Hills 
High School (Go Mustangs) where our RSM Advanced 
Band played a great piece called The Great Locomotive 
Chase. The sounds of that composition echo exactly what 
we are experiencing as we charge down that railroad track 
of this great school year, and excitedly steam forward. Go 
Roadrunners!

Brian Ferguson
Principal

Rancho Santa Margarita Intermediate
21931 Alma Aldea, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 • 949/459-8253 • www.rsmintermediate.com



18  www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

Visual and Performing Arts
At Robinson, it’s not the grass, but 

the seaweed that is always greener! Our 
entire sixth grade team, comprised of 
three teachers and 90 
students, was ready 
and anxious to perform 
The Little Mermaid 
Junior. The classes were 
split into two dynamic 

performance teams and performed 
all week long starting Monday, April 
30, and culminating in two evening 
engagements on Friday, May 4. The 
students learned so much in terms of 
the visual and performing arts. From 
set design to dance choreography 
to voice projection and working 
together, the students interpreted the 
story in a fun, colorful, and exciting 
way! Many students find that they 
have talents that were previously 
undiscovered, and only through the 
arts can they be nurtured. A truly 

great learning experience for all! Check out the costumes! 
Singing starfish, flamingos, and frogs are just a few of the 
characters that made this wonderful children’s story come 
to life!

Jonathan Kaplan
Principal

Robinson Elementary
21400 Lindsay Dr., Trabuco Canyon, CA 92679 • 949/589-2446 • svusd.org/robinson

Social/Emotional Development
At Santiago Elementary, we believe it is 

our job to not only educate students, but 
also support each child’s social/emotional 
development. To that end, this 
year we have implemented a 
social/emotional curriculum 
for all classes. This has been 
a school-wide endeavor. Each 
week there is a lesson to teach 
specific skills focused around 

four themes:  Skills for Learning, Empathy, 
Emotion Management, and Problem Solving. 
Two major skills students have learned are: 

How to Calm Down: “1. Stop, use your 
signal. 2. Name your feeling. 3. Calm Down - 
Breathe, count, use positive self-talk.”

Problem Solving Steps: “1. Say the problem 
without blame. 2. Think of solutions. 3. 
Explore consequences. 4. Pick the best 
solution.”

It’s amazing to see students put these skills 
into action. This year alone, we have seen an 
increase in positive behaviors and students 

respecting one another. This is all leading to a better 
learning environment for all. Congratulation Santiago 
students! Keep up the great work!

Santiago Elementary
24982 Rivendell Dr., Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/586-2820 • svusd.org/santiago

Howard 
Johnston
Principal

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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Focus on Academics
San Joaquin is an AVID school that 

focuses on rigor in academics, and 
where every student has a computer for 
instructional purposes. In our small setting, 
staff are able to connect with all students 
and ensure the best education for each 
unique individual. As we head into our next 
school year, we know that parents have a 
choice in their child’s school and we’d like 
to highlight some wonderful programs at 

San Joaquin: We contract an outside group that provides 
organized games at recess and lunch, and focuses on 
student leaders as coaches. In addition, skills are taught 
to individual classrooms and physical education and 

nutrition are highlighted. We’ll be adding character content 
in classrooms next year to continue to encourage, and 
build, ethical and kind citizens. We are gearing up for an 
all day kinder program next year. We have state of the 
art student gardens managed by full time volunteers. We 
are very fortunate to have an active senior community of 
volunteers. On any given day you will find these volunteers 
in the hallways reading with students, running the Jog a 
Thon, or assisting with our Drama production, James and 
the Giant Peach. This year, we’ve also added a robotics 
lab, green screens, flexible furniture, and continue with a 
formal P.E. and music program in grades 4-6. Our beautiful 
school is remodeled with all classes housed in the main 
building, which helps us maintain a very safe and secure 
environment for student learning. 

Dr. Karen 
Schibler
Principal

San Joaquin Elementary
22182 Barbera, Laguna Hills, CA 92653 • 949/581-3450 • svusd.org/sanjoaquin

Rocking the Arts
Students at Serrano Intermediate are 

excited about the arts. Serrano Music has 
had a VERY successful festival season this 
year! All of the students will remember this 
year for a long, long time! Wind Ensemble, 
Chamber Orchestra, and Concert Choir 
recently performed their festival repertoire. 
Serrano music received the following awards: 
Wind Ensemble – 2nd Place Silver Rating, 

Chamber Orchestra – Silver Rating and Top Orchestra 
Award, and Concert Choir – 2nd Place Silver Rating. In 

addition, Serrano Music received the Sweepstakes Top 
Program, Sweepstakes Top Instrumental Program, and the 
Spirit of San Diego Spirit Awards! Serrano music rocks!

Both our drama and art programs at Serrano are on fire 
as well. The drama department recently produced High 
School Musical Jr., where students performed to a sellout 
crowd! Our art students are currently working on clay 
totems that will showcase Serrano’s three R’s: Respect, 
Responsibility, and Readiness. Serrano drama and art 
students always enjoy the creative aspect of visual and 
performing arts!

Robert Sherlock
Principal

Serrano Intermediate
24642 Jeronimo Rd., Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/586-3221 • svusd.org/serrano
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Career Pathway
On Wednesday, April 

18, Silverado High School 
had its third annual Career 
Pathway Speaker Event. The 
school hosted 13 speakers 
from a variety of career 
pathways, including: Law 
Enforcement, Culinary/
Food Service, Emergency 

Medicine, Military Careers, Engineering, 
Commercial Music, Human Services, 
Banking, Art & Design, Writing, Welding, 
Cosmetology, and Massage Therapy. All 
students participated in the event as a 
follow-up activity to our schoolwide career 

unit. Students were able to opt 
to hear the presentation of their 
choice, and then ask questions 
of the presenters. Students 
learned what a typical day was 
like for someone in that career, 
what skills and personality traits 
were necessary to be successful, 
starting and median salaries, 
outlook for future employment, 
and how and where they could 
obtain training.

We thank our community 
partners. for sharing their time 
with us.

David Gordon
Principal

Silverado/Mira Monte Continuation High School
25632 Peter A. Hartman Way, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-8800 • svusd.org/silverado • svusd.org/miramonte

Flexible Schedule
One of the unique benefits of a flexible 

education schedule is that students are 
encouraged, and provided space, to follow 
their curiosity and learn in unstructured 
and unique ways. To encourage our 
students’ curiosity, the SVUSD Virtual 
Academy schedules “family outings”. All our 
families are invited to attend the outings. 
Last month, the SVUSD Virtual Academy 

travelled to the California Science Center to explore the 
King Tut Exhibit.

In addition to the enrichment of student learning, family 
outings contribute to the building of our school community.  
Through family outings, the educational partnership 
between the student, parent, and teacher is strengthened 
and families are provided opportunities to connect with 
other families in meaningful ways.

The opportunity to participate in family outings is one 
of the many advantages of our school!

SVUSD Virtual Academy K-8
21001 Rancho Trabuco Rd., Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 • 949/580-3457 • svusd.org/virtualacademy

Glenn Giokaris
Principal

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com


June 2018  21Covering the Saddleback Valley Unified School diStrict

Farmer Kelly
Charlie the calf has 

arrived at Trabuco 
Elementary School! Our 
sixth grade students proudly 
accompanied Farmer Kelly 
to the big farm to pick him 
up in Bakersfield last month. 
This picture depicts some 
hard-working girls who went 

on the adventure to get Charlie to our farm. 
He was escorted all the way back to our 
smaller farm, where he will be bottle-fed 
and loved while we raise him throughout 
the month of June. The Trabuco students of 
all ages enjoy caring for him at recess and 
lunch every day, as well as getting hands-
on science lessons with Farmer Kelly once 
a week on the farm. The farm instruction 
complements the NGSS units the teachers 
use in their main classrooms. We are so 
lucky to get to do science inquiry outside 
with real animals. If you would like to meet 
Charlie, join us for our annual Hoe Down on 
June 1st!

Lisa Paisley
Principal

Trabuco Elementary
31052 Trabuco Canyon Rd., Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678 • 949/858-0343 • svusd.org/trabuco

Robot OC 
On April 14th, the Trabuco 

Hills High School Robotics Club 
entered the “Robot OC” Vex 
Robot competition sponsored by 
Vital Link. This was the first time 
Trabuco Hills, and these students, 
have ever entered a robotics 
competition.

Advisor, Phil Ureno 
commented, “We competed with 42 teams 
representing 27 different schools. The 
competition was designed for us to be 
randomly teamed up with another team. In 
the competition we were in the top 5 and were 
the lead in selecting two other teams for the 
semifinals and finals. In the finals we selected 
a team to pair up with. Along with two alliance 
teams, we took First Place in the “Stock” 
Division.”

“I am so proud of this team,” continued 
Ureno, “They did a GREAT job.” Please join us in 
congratulating the THHS Robotics Club! 

Craig Collins
Principal

Trabuco Hills High School
27501 Mustang Run, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/768-1934 • svusd.org/thhs

Ben Anthony, Ryan Millares, Sid Raut, Carter McCarthy and Kian Orr with their robot.
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Farm-to-Table
Valencia’s beautiful garden 

is blossoming and classrooms 
are harvesting their vegetables 
and enjoying their lovely flowers 
and plants. Mr. Wilke’s fifth and 
sixth grade class experienced 
farm-to-table eating when they 
recently used the school oven 
to cook potatoes that they grew 

in Valencia’s garden, fertilized by their own 
worm farm. Mrs. Kingsland’s first grade class 
raised and released their own butterflies 
and learned why we have day, night, and 
seasons through exploration of Earth’s motion 
patterns with a model of the sun and earth. 
Mrs. Downs’ second grade class integrated 
Benchmark with science and technology 
to learn about the life cycles of animals 
and plants. Mrs. Dodd and Mrs. Greene’s 
Kindergarten classes built Lego bridges over 

a simulated river to 
explore physics and to 
practice collaborative 
communication skills. 
Fourth grade students 
performed dazzling and 
delightful selections 
for a recorder concert 
and Mrs. Rys’ class 
presented their “22nd 
Mission” Project Based 
Learning final products. 
The “doctors” in Mrs. 
Bagnall’s fifth grade 
class prepared for 
CAASPP and CAST 
testing by simulating 
a hospital atmosphere 
and practicing assessed 
skills. Spring has sprung 
at Valencia!

Wendie Hauschild
Principal

Valencia Elementary
25661 Paseo de Valencia, Laguna Hills, CA 92653 • 949/830-3650 • svusd.org/valencia

Kids Challenge
Through the Team Kids Challenge 

program, Trabuco Mesa students are 
learning that they are not too little to change 
the world while tackling the needs of our 
community, one week at a time. Students 
participated in a Kick-Off Assembly, led by 
Team Kids Staff, the Fire Department, and 
our School 
Resource 

Officer, Deputy Chiron. 
Students learned, through a 
fun activity, the importance 
of teamwork, collaboration, 
and how they can help address 
real world issues. Students 
participated in 3 weekly 
challenges: #1 Making a mark 
on hunger, by collecting 5 
bins of non-perishable food for 
the South County Outreach; 
#2 Supporting our troops, by 
collecting coins and writing 
letters for Operation Gratitude 
and Snowball Express; #3 

Helping rescue animals, by collecting towels/blankets 
for SoCal Bulldog Rescue. 5th and 6th grade students 
participate in leadership team lunches for 4 weeks to plan 
a kid run school-wide carnival. Money from the carnival 
tickets will be donated to a local charity chosen by the 
5th/6th Leadership Team. We are so proud of our students, 
working together as “Team Bulldogs” to make a difference 
in our world!Caryn McGrew

Principal

Trabuco Mesa Elementary
21301 Ave de las Flores, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 • 949/858-3339 • svusd.org/trabucomesa

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
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The Center Stage Studio
2018 SUMMER PERFORMANCE2018 SUMMER PERFORMANCE2018 SUMMER PERFORMANCE

Musical Theater Camps, Dance Camps
Song & Dance Camps!

JUNE
June 11 - 15

Moana
June 18 - 22

The Greatest 
Showman
June 25- 29

JULY
July 2 - 6

Despicable Me
July 9 - 13

Harry Potter
July 16 - 20

The Greatest 
Showman
July 23- 27

AUGUST
July 3 - Aug 3

The Greatest 
Showman
Aug 6 - 10

Harry Potter
Aug 13 - 17
Wicked Oz

Dance 
Intensives

July 16 - 20
Jazz,  Tap 

& Hip Hop

Team
Auditions

June 30th, 9am
Competitive 

Musical � eater 
& Dance Teams!

Call or Visit 
website for details

Camp Meets Monday - Friday 9:00am - 3:00pm                       Coed - Ages 6-13 

$315 per week Sibling & Multiple Week Discounts Available

Hot Lunch / Chick Fillet offered Daily $8

Thecenterstagestudio.com    949-305-9758

Shows Friday & Saturday Nights

*Hamilton

*Hamilton

*Hamilton

*Hamilton

*= Song Camp

Register for

 Summer 

 Camps Summer 

 Camps
 Camps
 Camps

Biology. Kids. Hands-on. Fun.

After school. In-class. Home school.
Camps. Parties. Private event. Girl Scouts.
(949) 288-1468   Hello@bionerdsllc.com
www.BionerdsLLC.com

Alana’s Book Review

Helpful Writing Book
Do you ever feel the 

pains of writer’s block? 
Chances are, you have, 
if you’ve ever written 
before. Well, here’s the 
funny and extremely 
useful solution! Insightful 
and hilarious, 642 Things to Write About is 

endlessly helpful. Containing prompts like “A houseplant is 
dying. Tell it why it needs to live,” to “A day in the life of the 
person sitting next to you,” this book will give you the best 
ideas to spark your creativity.

This book is amazing for beginning and experienced 
writers alike. I’d give it seven out of eight triforce shards for 
being inspirational and creative, seemingly never running 
out of things to give you. 642 is a lot of prompts, after all. 
And even if you’re not a ‘writer,’ per se, this book is great for 
passing the time. So pull up some cushions, make yourself a 
cup of tea, and release your inner writer!

Alana is a student columnist and a self-proclaimed “huge nerd.” When 
she doesn’t have a book in her hands, she loves to play video games and 
write fiction. She rates books on a scale of 1-8 triforce shards with 8 
being the highest

Alana F.

http://www.thecenterstagestudio.com
http://www.bionerdsllc.com
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Summer

Math
THE BEST TIME TO ADVANCE IN

Summer

Math
THE BEST TIME TO ADVANCE IN

Summer

Math
THE BEST TIME TO ADVANCE INSummer

Math
THE BEST TIME TO ADVANCE IN

Christina’s Book Review

Greek Mythology
This is the first book of 

Pandora series, which are 
based on ancient Greek 
mythology. Pandora, a 
13-year-old demi-god 
(because her dad is a 
god and her mother is 
a mortal) is sent on a quest to retrieve the 

seven deadly sins that were in her dad’s safekeeping that 
she’s accidently released. The sins are jealousy, vanity, 
laziness, greed, anger, lust and fear. This book is about 
Pandora having to catch jealousy. She and her family are 
summoned before Zeus, the main god in Greek mythology, 
who threatens to destroy all of human kind and her family 
if she doesn’t catch the sins and evils within a certain time. 
Along with the hardships of tackling the task, Zeus’s wife, 
the most powerful goddess Hera goes out of her way to foil 
Pandora whenever she can.

I enjoyed reading this book and the entire Pandora 
series. I give this book 5 out of 5 stars, with 5 being the 
best.

Christina J. is an 8th grader. Christina is a hard-working student who 
did a community service project “Quilts for the cold” last school year. 
She is an avid reader, who enjoys some peace and quiet with a good book 
about some great adventure. Christina is a young author herself. In 5th 
grade she wrote a book Melody’s Stories: I Am a Spy Now, published by 
Studentreasures Publishing (PIN #3582798).

Christina J.

Richard’s Book Review

The Phantom Toll Booth 
This books starts with a boy 

named Milo being incredibly 
board. One day after coming 
home Milo finds a toll booth 
in his room. He decides to go 
through to see what would 
happen. Suddenly he finds himself in the land 
beyond, in a town full of creatures, which 

wouldn’t go anywhere or do anything until the time keeper 
- a dog named Tock- scares them into getting on with 
their lives. Milo befriends Tock the dog. Together they go 
through a great adventure. They meet King Azaz, who rules 
over letters and words, and other magical creatures.

I liked this book because it is strange, but fun. Milo 
learns great lessons that make him appreciate different 
things in life. I recommend reading this book to understand 
the great story where so many magical things happen. I 
give this book 5 out 5, with 5 being the best.

Richard J. is a third grader. Richard likes math, playing sports, physical 
activities like bike-riding and running, reading and spending time with 
his family.

Richard J.

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
http://www.russianschool.com
http://artstepsclasses.com
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B is for Book

Stirs Your Emotions
Bailey’s Story  

by W. Bruce Cameron is 
one of my favorite books 
so far. It definitely warmed 
my heart.

The moment Bailey is 
born, he is looking for a 
purpose. He falls into the 

hands of many people. But the moment Bailey leaps into 
Ethan’s arms, he knows he’s in the right place. Going to 
the farm and playing with the flip is just the first part of 
Bailey’s purpose. Will Bailey realize that, even with the bad 
things that happen, he must stay true to the boy he loves?

I had not read a book like this one! The point of view 
surprised me and there are many funny quotes. I can relate 
to the characters’ actions and thoughts to my life. My 
favorite component of this book is that it is well written and 
stirs your emotions. I rate this book 5 out of 5 stars.

I give this 4 1/2 stars out of 5.Bailey is a 6th grader that likes to read 
fantasy and daydream about adventure when she isn’t dancing ballet or 
playing with her friends and siblings.

Bailey

Join us for a summer semester! 
Fusion Academy is an accredited private school for grades 6 through 12. 

We provide a comprehensive learning solution for students of all ages, 

on their terms, fit to their schedule, and crafted to support their unique 

learning style. We offer academic tutoring, enrichment, and classes for 

credit - all just one teacher and one student per classroom. 

Learn more at FusionSummerClass.com!

Fusion Academy Mission Viejo
FusionMissionViejo.com
23456, Suite 140
Mission Viejo, California 92691
949.716.7384

Book Review By Katrina

Unique Read
All the Birds in 

the Sky is an unusual 
cross between fantasy 
and science fiction that 
follows two children 
named Laurence and 
Patricia with unusual 
talents. Patricia is a 

witch struggling to understand what 
she’s supposed to do with her powers and Laurence is a 
computer geek with a longing to leave this planet behind. 
Though close friends as children, age and ambitions pull 
them apart as adults. But as the world falls apart around 
them and the technology geeks and witches go to war over 
what is to become of Earth, the two of them must decide 
what side they will have to take, what risks they are willing 
to take and if they’ll be able to live with hurting the other. 
This book is quite a unique read as Anders blends scientific 
theory with magical abilities, creating a strangely powerful 
and intriguing story. 

I give this book a four out of five crescent moons.

Katrina is a tenth grader who loves reading books as much as writing her 
own stories and enjoys watching Anime. Katrina hopes to be an author 
one day very soon. Katrina will rate her book reviews from 1 to 5 crescent 
moons with 5 being the best.

Katrina D.

http://www.fusionmissionviejo.com
http://www.bigairusa.com
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Catalina’s Only 
Floating Sea Camp!

(Labor Day Weekend)

Family Adventure Camps:
Aug 31 - Sept 2

Dive or Snorkel Camps:
June 5 – 9
Nov 9 – 12

Mountain And Sea Adventures

MountainAndSea.org   (310) 519-03172 ext. 980

June 18 -  August 18
For Kids and Teens Aged 9 - 17

Summer 2018 Dates:

Ways to Travel—Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put Saddleback in the subject line.

Rules!

Entries must be received by July 15, 2018
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

Barnes & Noble $20 gift card.
Sponsored by Barkate Orthodontics

www.BarkateSmiles.com

WALK
RUN
JOG
STROLL
CAR
TAXI
VAN
SCHOOL BUS
CITY BUS
TRAIN
JET PLANE

CROP DUSTER
SKATES
SKATEBOARD
HELICOPTER
YACHT
ROWBOAT
FISHING BOAT
SURFBOARD
HORSE
MULE

Congratulations to:
Christina Wu, Lindsay Keith, Naya Esteban
Sami and Amina Benammour
Winners of our April Word Search Contest!

Isabella’s Book Review

Entertaining and Informative
Anastasia, The Last Grand 

Duchess, Russia, 1914, by 
Carolyn Meyer is the diary of a 
13-year-old Russian Duchess.

Anastasia the youngest of the 4 daughters 
of the Russian Tsar, Nicholas II and 
Alexandra Feodora.

Life was perfect. The sisters wore 
expensive jewelry and they lived in many palaces. The 
only downside for Anastasia was her school work and her 
brother’s hemophilia.

In the winters, they got to play in the snow and had 
dances. Then, WW1 breaks out. Under pressure, the Tsar 
abdicated the throne and the family was arrested. While 
imprisoned in the palace they attempted to stay happy and 
even continue their studies.

However, the family is executed. It is commonly believed 
that Anastasia escaped. Scientist have been able to prove 
Alexie and either Marie or Anastasia might have escaped.

I rate this book 4 stars because it is entertaining and 
informative, yet it can be rude.

Isabella is a 6th grader who loves to read, write, volleyball and plans on 
becoming an author of children’s books. She rates books 1-5 stars with 5 
being the best.

Isabella A.

www.SchoolNewsRollCall.com
mailto:Kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.barkatesmiles.com
http://www.mountainandsea.org
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culinarykids.biz 949-292-4720
Ages 5-13

Week-Long Summer Cooking Campspp
Where Young Chefs Learn to
Cook, Create & Collaborate

in the Kitchen
Multiple Orange County Locations

Jenna’s Review

Good Chapter Book
Pony to the Rescue is one of Pony Pals 

book series. There were 
three girls and three 
horses that met a little girl 
named Rosalie. Rosalie 
loved one of the horses 
named Acorn. Rosalie 
visited Acorn almost 

everyday. When the three pony pals 
decided to go for trail camping, Rosalie 
got so sad since she couldn’t go. In the 
middle of the trail, they found out Rosalie got lost! The pony 
pals thought about how scared Rosalie would be lost in the 
forest. Finally, the horse, Acorn found Rosalie! However 
Rosalie’s mom misunderstood and blamed the pony pals 
and horses for getting Rosalie lost and didn’t let Rosalie 
be close to them. Would Rosalie ever be able to ride on 
Acorn again? if you like horses, this is the book you can find 
interesting. It is also a good chapter book for 2nd or 3rd 
graders with simple but fun sentences.

Jenna is a second grader. She likes reading books and her parents 
reading books to her. Besides reading, she also likes art, dance and 
soccer.

Jenna C.

THE PRENTICE APPROACH
Unique. Proven. Evidence-Based.

To provide innovative education and a nurturing 
environment for students with learning differences 

to succeed in life.

OUR MISSION IS SIMPLE

ENROLL YOUR CHILD TODAY FOR THE   
2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR.

Financial options are available.

LEARN MORE
Call 714.244.4600 or visit: www.prentice.org

Dyslexia • Dyscalculia • Dysgraphia • ADHD • Anxiety

http://www.culinarykids.biz
http://www.prentice.org
http://www.beascout.org


Mortgage Rates

949-632-4347
www.MortgageTeamAmerica.com

Mortgage Banker Since 1979!
When you Shop for a Mortgage

SHOP Experience Too!
I am NOT a Bank!

We have Low Rates and Low Fees!

“In God we Trust”
Appeared on KFI Talk Radio  

as a Mortgage Expert
Been Turned DOWN by Your Bank?

CALL!JamesW. Gordon Jr.
Mortgage Expert Since 1979!

REVERSE MORTGAGE LOANS

REVERSE MORTGAGES Shows You Are 
FORWARD THINKING!

Take care of yourself and your spouse
 Take care of your Estate! 

No More Mortgage Payment, AND Maybe a Line of Credit Too!

Fixed in the 4’s • Adjustable • Get a Line of Credit Too!
Refinance your OLD Mortgage • Pay Interest Only if you wish

Pay NOTHING if you wish! • Pay Yourself, if you wish!

$350,000 Loan Amount - Payment $1,773.40
$450,000 Loan Amount - Payment $2,280.08
$650,000 Loan Amount - Payment $3,390.71
-No APR’s Calculated- Terms and Conditions Apply-

Above Rates-No Cash Out-30% Equity-740+Mid FICO-SFR’s Only-Rates Subject to Change Without Notice

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT!!
Look for Our Mortgage Loan Seminar and Faire!

Coming Soon to a Home Near You!

http://www.mortgageteamamerica.com
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