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Carol Dweck, author of Mindset, states 
that “Effort is one of those things that 
gives meaning to life. Effort means you 
care about something, that something is 
important to you and you are willing to 
work for it.” In SVUSD, we have hardworking 
certificated staff, classified staff, and 
administrators who put their full effort 
into their work every day. To that end, I am 
excited to share the details of our three 
SVUSD Teachers of the Year! 

In SVUSD, each school selects a Teacher of the Year. 
Those teachers then apply to be recognized as the SVUSD 
Teacher of the Year and three are selected. This year, 
partnering with SVEA, we are celebrating our three 
District Teachers of the Year along with each school’s 
chosen representative. I would like to highlight our three 
Teachers of the Year who have shown exceptional effort 
and skill in their classrooms.

For the past 21 years, Mrs. Patricia Manning has taught 
kindergarten at Rancho Canada Elementary. She is the 
talent show director, is a master teacher for aspiring 

teachers, and has a passion for the arts. She says that 
she “instills a love for learning that will create a strong 
foundation for academic success throughout their lives.”

Mrs. Andee Dekofsky teaches Special Education at  
La Paz Intermediate and has been in SVUSD since 2007. 
She plans Disability Awareness Fairs and is passionate 
about the student WEB (Where Everyone Belongs) 
activities. She explains that her role is to “help her students 
learn and navigate the world while helping the general 
population see the potential and strengths of her students.”

Mrs. Kara Johnson is in her 12th year as a Special 
Education Teacher at Trabuco Hills High School. She is 
passionate about teaching her students and the success 
of the Unified Sports program which allows students of 
varying levels to participate in sports at school. She said 
that a highlight of her year was when “two of her students 
were selected as Homecoming King and Queen this year 
which speaks to the strong inclusive practices at THHS!”

Congratulations to our Teachers of the Year and I 
appreciate all of the hardworking employees in SVUSD  
who create exceptional learning experiences for students! 
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Congratulations to the Teachers of 
the Year! 

After enjoying their Spring Break 
students are now focused on testing 
and their academic goals. 

In this issue you will read 
topics such as Friendship Week, 
Read Across America, the STEAM 

Challenge, eSports, Rlanting Seeds 
for Career Success, CORE Values, and 
so much more including Hyperdocs. 
(Just when you think you are keeping 
up with the new programs along 
comes Hyperdocs.) Students all 
seem to know how to collaborate and 
communicate.. Enjoy!

Neta Madison
Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher
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Two New Magnet Schools
SVUSD is pleased to announce two new 

magnet schools opening in Fall 2018.
Magnets are innovative, visionary, and 

themed programs that focus on specific, 
specialized curriculums aimed to improve 
student achievement, promote diversity 
and encourage family and community 
involvement. Linda Vista Elementary will 
offer the International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Primary Years Programme Magnet, which focuses on an 
instructional framework guided by six transdisciplinary 
themes that promote student inquiry, critical thinking and  

 
solving problems creatively. Themes include: Who we are, 
Where we are in place and time, How we express ourselves, 
How the world works, How we organize ourselves and 
Sharing the planet. Santiago Elementary STEAM Magnet 
will offer uniquely designed curriculum, flexible learning 
spaces, college field trips, and non-traditional homework. 
Students will work actively to solve problems and apply 
content in real-world contexts. Both schools will offer 
all-day kindergarten and a 1:1 technology device program.
Undeniably, magnet schools enhance a child’s learning 
experience, development and future; SVUSD schools 
promise to be the best!

Laura Ott
Assistant 

 Superintendent

Educational Services
25631 Peter A. Hartman Way, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-1234

Sprint is Planning Time
Spring is the time when the SVUSD 

Human Resources Department begins to 
plan for the upcoming 2018-19 school year. 
It is hard to believe that we are approaching 
the end of the decade, and while the 
world of education is rapidly changing, 
our goal of staffing with innovative and 
dynamic educators to reach our diverse 
student population remains unchanged. 
Most recently, we have hired staff for our 
two new innovative elementary magnet 

schools opening in the fall of 2018. Santiago Elementary 
will become a Science, Technology, Engineering, Art 
and Design, and Mathematics (STEAM) magnet school. 
Linda Vista Elementary will become an International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Program magnet school. 
These two magnet schools are just the latest ventures 
in our dynamic district that is devoted to bringing our 
students the best educational programs to meet their 
needs. The SVUSD Human Resources Department is proud 
to play a part in the development of these, and other fine 
programs, within the district. We seek nothing but the best 
and brightest staff for our students.

Dr. Terry Stanfill
Assistant 

 Superintendent

Human Resources
25631 Peter A. Hartman Way, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-1234

Innovative Professional Learning
The Educational Technology department 

has been experimenting with innovative 
ways of delivering professional development 
for SVUSD teachers. These professional 
development activities provide teachers with 
the skills to bring innovative, engaging ideas 
and strategies to students in their classes.

Beginning last January, five Saturday 
Summits have drawn teachers for mini-
conference days. Attendees chose among 
sessions, most of which were prepared 

and presented by their colleagues. In alignment with SV 
Innovates, January’s theme was “Engaging Strategies.” 
The next Saturday Summit, on April 14, will focus on 
“Intentional Lesson Design.”

Additionally, teachers are also taking online 
professional development classes this spring. Classes have 
been offered on Google Maps, Google Sheets, and Coding. 
Teachers use these tools to design lessons where students 
write computer programs with Scratch, or create online 
interactive maps from stories they have studied. All of 
these innovative professional development activities are 
centered on creating successful students.

Connie Cavanaugh
Assistant 

 Superintendent

Business Services
25631 Peter A. Hartman Way, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-1234
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Teamwork is the Key to Success
Collaboration and teamwork are key to 

the success of Cordillera’s students. When 
students, staff, families and community 
partners work together, our students 
succeed! Here are just few recent examples…
Upper grade 
students have 
been working 
collaboratively to 

prepare for the Rube Goldberg 
STEAM challenge. Engineers 
from several businesses served 
as the final round judges. 
Cordillera teachers teamed 
up with our tech coaches for a 
day full of learning. Teachers 
also collaborated in grade 
level teams to discuss student 
data, small group instruction 
and intervention strategies. 
Cordillera families partnered 
with The Assistance League 
and a local store for the 
Operation School Bell program. 

Cordillera PTA and staff joined forces with a business to 
serve dinner to our families and the public at an evening 
fundraiser. Students, staff and their families joined the 
all-district philanthropy project by donating items for 
Ronald McDonald House welcome bags. Collaboration and 
teamwork allows every cougar to succeed and thrive!

Deborah Shaver
Principal

Cordillera Elementary
25952 Cordillera Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/830-3400 • svusd.org/cordillera

PAL Organizes “Friendship Week”
Cielo Vista’s Peer Assistance Leadership 

(PAL) students planned, prepared and 
implemented an incredible Friendship Week 
for all students at Cielo Vista! PAL is a school-
based program where peer leaders help build 
a positive school climate through 
youth leadership, mentoring, 
conflict resolution, cross-age 
teaching, peer helping, and 

service learning. The PAL program supports 
the development of 21st Century Skills in the 
areas of leadership, communication, team 
building, and problem solving. Under the 
leadership of Mrs. Tiffany Baker, our PAL 
leaders received training in the PAL curriculum 
and plan campus outreach activities throughout 
the year. Recently, PAL sponsored a Friendship 
week that included a picture slideshow of 
CV students helping one another and having 
fun together. It was set to the tune of the 
motivational song from Bruno Mars, Count on 
Me. Some of the classroom activities included 
a Thinking map about Friendship, Friendship 

Tic-Tac-Toe and a Kindness Ninja writing activity where 
special notes were written and secretly left for fellow 
students, staff and teachers. During Friendship week, 
bracelets were sold and there was a photo booth at lunch 
time as well. Everyone at Cielo Vista was included as we 
celebrated a week of FRIENDSHIP.

Beth Ewing
Principal

Cielo Vista Elementary
21811 Avenida de Los Fundadores, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 • 949/589-7456 • svusd.org/cielovista

http://svusd.org/cordillera
http://svusd.org/cielovista
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Read Across America
A person’s a person, no 

matter how small,” Theodor 
Geisel, a.k.a. Dr. Seuss, 
would say. “Children want 
the same things we want. To 
laugh, to be challenged, to be 
entertained and delighted.”

Brilliant, playful, and 
always respectful of children, 
Dr. Seuss charmed his way 

into the consciousness of four generations 
of youngsters and parents. In the process, 
he helped millions of kids learn to read. 
Del Cerro classrooms recognized Dr. Seuss 
with a short reading of “Cat in the Hat,” 
or “Green Eggs and Ham” and other great 
stories. These limited word books made 
a big impression on readers everywhere. 
He captured the hearts of small and adult 
readers across the world. Take a few minutes 
to sit with your child and explore the world 
of Dr. Seuss. I assure you it is a trip worth 
taking for the readers and the listeners.

Dr. Larry
Callison
Principal

Del Cerro Elementary
24382 Regina St., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/830-5430 • svusd.org/delcerro

To Infinity and Beyond!
De Portola has partnered 

with our De Portola PTA 
to transform one of our 
classrooms into a STEM 
Lab. Through this generous 
fundraising and partnership, 
we are now one to one with 
Chromebooks from all second 
through sixth graders. Each 

of our K-1 classes have at least 8 iPads. A 
mobile chromebook cart also compliments 
our technology resources and availability. 
Vex Robot units are featured in our 6th grade 
science program.  Recently, an afterschool 
Vex Robotics Club started in the hopes of 
participating in competitions with other 
Vex Robotic schools. In addition, our PTA 
purchased robots for our new STEM Lab. 
They will help to develop coding skills. 
We are in the process of securing various 
pieces of furniture and cataloging all science 
supplies so that our new STEM Lab can be 
a central space for scientific innovation and 
exploration!

Michael Gomez
Principal

De Portola Elementary
27031 Preciados Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-5830 • svusd.org/deportola

http://svusd.org/delcerro
http://svusd.org/deportola
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Instills CORE Values
Foothill Ranch Elementary is happy 

to end each month with a spirit assembly 
that celebrates student recognition, 
announcements, and school spirit. Our 
students follow the PAWS PRIDE PBIS 
behavior system that instills our CORE 
values: Pay Attention, Act Respectfully, 
Work Responsibly and Stay Safe. Our MPR 
is adorned with banners from every major 

college. These banners serve as reminders that hard work 
in elementary can lead to a successful college and future 
ready path. Collaboration, creativity, communication, and 
critical thinking serve as a cornerstone in our lessons.

Our new Innovation lab (iLab) is soon to open and will 
be a place where students can access a variety of STEM 
tools to explore, design, create, and innovate. We have 
interactive boards in every classroom and one-to-one 
devices in approximately four of our grade levels. We 
provide our students with many opportunities for student 
leadership such as Student Council, Junior Leadership 
Program, Garden Club, and Pawsitive Pals.

We will soon be launching a newly developed TECHspert 
program where selected students will be partnered with 
a teacher to support them with integrating technology. 
TECHsperts will also be supporting both the teacher and 
students in the iLab and creating tutorial videos for the 
various tools and programs FRE uses.

Ed MacNevin
Principal

Foothill Ranch Elementary
1 Torino Dr., Foothill Ranch, CA 92610 • 949/470-4885 • svusd.org/foothillranch

Narrowing it Down
El Toro High School is taking part in an 

exciting educational research project 
piloted by UCI and OCDE. The new 
Orange County High School eSports 
League invites teachers to work with 
professional coaches to help students 
compete in a virtual world. Researchers will 
use this competitive play to look at ways 
eSports can encourage STEM learning.

For now, ET students just see it as having fun. The 
League of Legends online game is the platform of choice 
this year. As in any traditional sport, teams practice 
and compete every week. In eSports, however, members 

talk to each other through headsets as they strategize. 
Communication is critical as is problem solving, speed 

and skill. Although researchers will be observing, 
interviewing and gathering data, the students just 
see it as play. eSports is a hugely popular activity 

and many at ET were excited to see it come to 
school. It was quite easy, in fact, to recruit players at 

El Toro. The tough part was narrowing it down to the top 
dozen.

So, as Coaches Maria Nadal, Nicole Muilenberg and their 
two teams participate in this innovative venture, much will 
be learned. They join thirty eight other high school teams 
throughout Orange County in competing for high honors, 
but also looking for ways to bring fun to learning.

Terri Gusiff
Principal

El Toro High School
25255 Toledo Way, Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/586-6333 • svusd.org/eths

Gaining STEAM
February was a 

busy month for STEAM 
opportunities at Del Lago! 
We hosted our annual 
PTA Family STEAM 
Night in conjunction with 
our annual Science Fair. 
Throughout the evening, 
students and families 

viewed student experiments and 
participated in hands on activities with 
magnets, levers, art, and engineering, 
including a marshmallow and spaghetti 
noodle tower building competition. 

The Robotics Club from Los Alisos 
Intermediate also joined in the fun, 
inviting students to practice their coding 
skills and experiment with the remote-
controlled robots.

Over 100 of our students also 
participated in the SVUSD Rube Goldberg 
Engineering Competition for grades 3-6. 
Students created drawings and built 
complicated machines to accomplish 
the simple task of pouring a bowl of 
cereal. Our guest judge evaluated the 
engineering skills of each machine, and 
our four winning teams advanced to the 
district finals, to held at the STEAM  
Expo on March 24.

Jennifer Televik
Principal

Del Lago Elementary
27181 Entidad, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/855-1125 • svusd.org/dellago

http://svusd.org/eths
http://svwp.svusd.org 
http://svusd.org/dellago
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Planting Seeds for Career Success
Esperanza Education Center is beginning 

to bloom! Our students are hard at work 
learning home maintenance and gardening 
skills in our outdoor learning space. 
Adapting tools to the task is one way our 
students are learning to be independent. 
Lessons on watering, drought tolerant 
plants and possibilities for turning a profit 
from our garden are important parts of 
the vocational use of this space. Students 

are weeding, planting flowers and seeds and hanging up 
hummingbird feeders. A giant Jade plant was delivered 
and students planted part of it and broke up the rest into 
cuttings. The cuttings were potted and will be sold at our 
annual Pancake Breakfast fundraiser. The proceeds from 
this year’s Pancake Breakfast will be used to renovate our 
garden and add sensory and musical elements as well as 
creating dedicated outdoor learning centers. It has been 
great to see our young adults take pride in maintaining a 
space they so enjoy using.

Rochelle 
Stewart

Special Ed School 
Site Specialist

Esperanza Special Education
25121 Pradera Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/830-5470 • svusd.org/esperanza

Faculty Becomes Family
I’ve heard it said school 

faculties become families. 
This rings especially true 
at Gates. Our teachers are 
profoundly committed to our 
entire school community and 
to each other. I’ve watched 
in amazement as they 
collaborate; always working 

toward common goals. They passionately 
exchange ideas and support one another, 
going to great lengths to best serve all 
students, several of whom are children of 
our faculty and other district employees.

With our two-way immersion program, 
we attract students from widely varied 
backgrounds. Our entire staff is 
dedicated to developing all children into 
global citizens, prepared for what lies 
ahead. In our TWI program that includes 
being bilingual and bi-literate.

Amidst our amazing staff, is 
one member who deserves special 
recognition, Patricia Lopez. A five year 
veteran of TWI first grade, Sra. Lopez 
has been team lead, initiated professional 
development and celebrated diversity. 
No wonder she is being honored by her 
talented peers!

Yvonne Estling
Principal

Gates Elementary
23882 Landisview Ave., Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/837-2260 • svusd.org/gates

Putting the Special  
in Teaching

Glen Yermo School 
was proud to crown 
Ashley Dawly as 2018 
Teacher of the Year! In her 
Foundational Specialized 
Academic Instruction 
classroom, Ashely infuses 
the hard work of learning 

with great joy and success. She is a 
passionate educator, and her students 
grow through authentic, relevant, 

hands-on, and student driven curricula. She 
truly makes every minute count! However, 
she does not merely stop at creating a great 
classroom. She works closely with Glen Yermo 
staff and students to make Glen Yermo a 
special place of love and learning for all. She 
has been instrumental in creating an amazing 
after school art class that supports all ages 
and abilities, and she is an active member of 
the school’s spirit committee that created a 
school song and spirit shirts for all of our Glen 
Yermo Stars. She is truly special, and we are 
so excited to celebrate her greatness!

Lisa Graham
Principal

Glen Yermo Elementary
26400 Trabuco Rd., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-6766 • svusd.org/glenyermo

http://svusd.org/esperanza
http://svusd.org/gates
http://svwp.svusd.org 
http://svusd.org/glenyermo
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Magnets to Mindfulness
La Madera is proud to share the 

great news that we had over 50 
entries in this year’s Seventh Annual 
Science Fair. Our Science Fair 
Coordinators, Mrs. Ledesma and Dr. 
Chiara, dedicated countless hours 
to coordinating this noteworthy 
event! We had over 20 Judges from 
our community that also supported 

our Science Scholars and took time from their 
busy schedules to meet with each student and 
listen to each student’s: hypothesis, research and 
conclusions. The entries this year were truly remarkable! 
The student displays were innovative, and the student 
presentations were top quality. Some of the phenomena 
explored this year included: Harnessing the Sun’s Power, 

Time for Mindfulness, Magnetic Strength, Pulley Power, 
and Physics of Pinewood Derby Cars. Our Science Fair is 
just one of the activities at La Madera that aligns with our 
SV Innovates Vision for SVUSD, and with our site goal of 
increasing the Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and 
Mathematics (STEAM) experiences for our students.

Heather Ramsey
Principal

La Madera Elementary
25350 Serrano Rd., Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/770-1415 • svusd.org/lamadera

SVUSD Teacher of the Year
Andee Dekofsky has been named one of 

three SVUSD nominees for Orange County 
Teacher of the Year. Mrs. Dekofsky teaches 
students who are part of the district’s 
Autism Program. Mrs. Dekofsky, her team of 
paraprofessionals, and the program’s students 
are integral members of the La Paz school 
community. Using Unique Learning System, 
all of her students experience the English 

and math common core standards as well as the Next 
Generation Science Standards. Mrs. Dekofsy works closely 
with other La Paz teachers, adapting their content-rich and 
student-centered lessons to the needs of her students. She 
wants to ensure the best education possible, and is thrilled 
when her dedication pays off for her students: “I love the 
light bulb moments…when everything clicks!” 

Mrs. Dekofsky’s students also participate in a wide-
range of La Paz activities: WEB, school dances, LaPazitives, 
and Step It Up. Mrs. Dekofsky exemplifies La Paz Pride!

La Paz Intermediate
25151 Pradera Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/830-1720 • svusd.org/lapaz

Jean Walker
Principal

http://svusd.org/lamadera
http://svusd.org/lapaz
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English - Spanish Education Program
Congratulations to the 64 Two-Way 

Spanish Immersion (TWI) Program students 
who received the Diploma de Español como 
Lengua Extranjera (DELE) certificate in a 
presentation by the Spanish Consulate at 
Laguna Hills High on Wednesday, February 
28! This certificate is an internationally 
recognized qualification in Spanish language 
proficiency in the domains of bilingualism 

and biliteracy. DELE certification assists TWI students in 
international college admission and is an asset in career 
pathway development.

Saddleback Valley Unified School district and the 
International Spanish Academy (ISA) have developed 
a high quality English - Spanish education program 
through a network of selected schools in order to better 
promote the study of Spanish language and culture. The 
ISA at LHHS is a signed cooperation agreement with the 
Ministry of Education and Science in Spain, and students 
can earn an International Spanish Academy Diploma upon 
graduation from LHHS. Further, our TWI students take 
the DELE exam, a globally recognized fluency certificate. 
Congratulations to the 64 TWI DELE recipients, and  
Go Hawks!

Bill Hinds
Principal

Laguna Hills High School
25401 Paseo de Valencia, Laguna Hills, CA 92653 • 949/770-5447 • svusd.org/lhhs

Learning Outside of the Classroom
Lake Forest Elementary has been busy 

this last trimester. Our 6th graders had a 
great time at camp. They attended Irvine 
Outdoor Education Center for 4 days and 
3 nights. The students went on day and 
night hikes, participated in wacky science 
experiments, learned archery, discovered 
an edible garden, went on an ecology hike 
to the zoo, had a campfire, tie dyed t-shirts, 

and dug for coal in a mine. Students in grades 3-6 have 
been working hard on designing Rube Goldberg machines 
and some students were able to build their designs. The 
challenge this year is to have the machine pour a bowl of 
cereal. Our students are looking forward to the District’s 
STEAM expo on Saturday, March 24 to show off their work 
and defend their title from last year.

Audra Bailey
Principal

Lake Forest Elementary
21801 Pittsford Dr., Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/830-9945 • svusd.org/lakeforest

http://svusd.org/lhhs
http://svusd.org/lakeforest
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Community Collaboration 
Each week, community volunteers come 

to Linda Vista to support our scholars in 
various ways. Some come in and read, 
some come and work with small groups, 
and others engage students in various 
cross-age collaboration.

In February, scholars in Ms. Thompson’s 
fifth and sixth grade class partnered with 
students from

La Paz Intermediate School to design a machine for 
the Rube Goldberg Competition. They worked together 
to design a blueprint for a bandage machine. They had 
some pretty creative and clever ideas about how to stick 
bandages on to something or someone. One submission 
was selected to go forward in the SVUSD 2nd

Annual STEAM Expo.
In March, Diablos from Mission Viejo High School 

joined the Linda Vista Vaqueros to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ 
Birthday and Read Across America. We heard stories in 
English and Spanish and loved having some former LV 
students back in our classrooms!

Suzy McMasters
Principal

Linda Vista Elementary
25222 Pericia Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/830-0970 • svusd.org/lindavista

Our First Steps!
La Tierra Early Childhood Center is 

proud to feature our Diagnostic Classroom, 
taught by Mrs. Nicole Taylor, one of our 
early childhood special education teachers. 
Mrs. Taylor has a Master of Science degree 
in Special Education 
and has taught for over 
ten years in a variety 
of the Specialized 
Academic Instruction 

classrooms at La Tierra ECC!  Mrs. 
Taylor plays a vital role, teaching and 
assessing children in our Diagnostic 
Classroom, which provides assessors an 
opportunity to gain insight on students’ 
overall development in the context of 
a classroom setting. Areas assessed 
during the Diagnostic Classroom 
include pre-academic achievement, 
language/speech communication, motor 
development, social emotional/behavior, 
and adaptive functioning. Activities 
are guided by the California Preschool 
Learning Foundations, and presented 

through rich, play-based modalities! Data obtained from 
the diagnostic classroom help the multidisciplinary team 
identify areas of unique need for students in order to 
develop appropriate goals and/or recommendations that 
provide students with an instructional blueprint!

Marion Springett
Psychologist on 

Special Assignment

La Tierra Early Childhood Center
24150 Lindley St., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/707-5276 • svusd.org/latierraecc

http://svusd.org/lindavista
http://svusd.org/latierraecc
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First Ever STEM Night
On Friday, February 23rd, Los Alisos 

Intermediate School hosted its first every 
STEM Night as part of our PTSA Family 
Fun Nights. Our PTSA 
partnered with UCI 
Department of Education 
and Mathnasium to bring 
fun-filled, hands-on 
learning experiences to 

our students and parents! There were 
numerous fun STEM activities, goodie 
bags, a raffle, and a taco cart! Since 
the science activities (led by UCI Grad 
students) and the math activities (led by 
Mathnasium tutors) were so engaging 
and rigorous, our math and science 
teachers gladly offered extra credit 
points to all students who participated 
– and there were many students who 
participated. To round out the fun, 
our STEM students held VEX Robotics 
demonstrations and our science students 
led Ghost Tours in the Dark in our 
arboretum. We are thankful for such 

an amazing PTSA for organizing this creative, engaging 
and stimulating event. We also would like to thank our 
community of partners for their support and donations 
(Girl Scouts, Irvine Lanes, the Energy Coalition, and the 
STEM Tutoring Company).

Rich Freda
Principal

Los Alisos Intermediate
25171 Moor Ave., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/830-9700 • svusd.org/losalisos

Strategies & Innovative Practices
Lomarena staff members meet with each 

other several times per month to stay on 
the forefront of best educational practices. 
Weekly updates, vertical 
articulation, safety 
briefings, and deep 
dives into STEM and 
Technology are but a few 
of the topics upon which 

our teachers collaborate. Our teachers 
are proud to be life-long learners who 
regularly attend state, county, and 
district workshops throughout the 
year. We have also found some of our 
best learning takes place from one 
another. As we guide our students 
together through the enduring concepts 
of Common Core standards, we have 
also set goals for ourselves in the areas 
of Communication, Collaboration, 
Creativity, and Critical Thinking. With 
input from a variety of stakeholders 
including our Site Leadership Team, 

Instructional Coach, and experienced teachers, our staff 
has accepted the challenge to intentionally design our 
lessons while using engaging strategies and innovative 
practices in order to create successful students. 

Brendon Morrow
Principal

Lomarena Elementary
25100 Earhart Rd., Laguna Hills, CA 92653 • 949/581-1370 • svusd.org/lomarena

http://svusd.org/losalisos
http://svusd.org/lomarena


April / MAy 2018  13Covering the Saddleback Valley Unified School diStrict

Kathy Martin
Principal

Melinda Heights Elementary
21001 Rancho Trabuco, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 • 949/888-7311 • svusd.org/melindaheights

STEM is at 
the Root of 
Learning!

The Melinda 
Heights LiL 
Scientist STEM 
lab has been in 
full swing for 
three years, and 
is a center for 

teaching and learning on our 
campus. Our fully integrated 
program combines Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics in a student-
centered learning environment. 
Our students are naturally 
curious, and the STEM lab offers 
them the opportunity to solve 
real-world problems, ask critical 

questions and collaborate with 
their fellow students. This year, 
our Mountain Lions at every 
grade level have been engaged 
in problem based activities 
such as earthquake-proofing 
buildings, designing bridges, 
building towers and creating 
wind turbines. Laboratory 
science involving such 
processes as photosynthesis, 
physiology and energy transfer 
is a key to supporting our young 
scientists. From hands on 
science to coding to robotics, 
Melinda Heights students are 
problem solvers, innovators, 
team members and risk takers 
in the STEM lab and in their 
classrooms.

AVID Aims High!
The Mission Viejo High School AVID 

program stresses success for all students, 
especially those who are first generation 
in their families to attend and/or graduate 
from four year universities. AVID also 
encourages teachers to use WICOR (Writing, 
Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization, and 
Reading) strategies in their classrooms in 
order to make the curriculum accessible and 
interesting for all students.

This year, AVID celebrated 
our students’ and teachers’ 
first semester successes at an 
AVID Semester Celebration.  
Of the 138 AVID students in 
the program, 81 earned GPAs 
of 3.0 or above, some above 
the 4.0 mark! In addition, 
teachers Mrs. Mock, Mr. 
Holly, Mr. Ashbach, Ms. 
Adams, and Mr. Carroll were 
celebrated for their unique 
use of WICOR strategies 
in their classrooms first 
semester. Our AVID Senior 
Standout, Joanna Villalobos, 
was also commended for high 
achievements all four years 

in AVID and will go on to compete for scholarships at the 
OCDE Dollars for Scholars Night.  Of our 23 AVID seniors, 
16 have already received multiple acceptances from four-
year universities, and many have received scholarships as 
well!

The AVID students also went on fun field trips this 
year. They visited four different colleges and universities: 
Cal State San Bernardino, Pt. Loma Nazarene, UCLA, and 
Chapman Law. In addition, many went to Orange County 
AVID Night at Knott’s Berry Farm to meet up with AVID 
students from all over Southern California.

Tricia Osborne
Principal

Mission Viejo High School
25025 Chrisanta Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/837-7722 • svusd.org/mvhs

Our AVID senior class of 2018

http://svusd.org/melindaheights
http://svusd.org/mvhs
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Read, Read, Read
Teachers have 

been using the 
Benchmark Advance 
program to support 
reading instruction 
this year. We also 
purchased many 
additional books, 
giving students a 

variety of fiction and nonfiction 
book options to read. Spending time 
reading books at their instructional 
level is very important for students 
to learn to read, but our real 
goal is for students to learn to 
love reading. Here is what some 
students had to say about reading 
a good book: “I feel good and I feel 
like the characters are real,” (3rd 
grader); “It helps bring your mind to 
different places,” (6th grader); and 
“I feel smart and happy and I like 
books more,” (1st grader). Our Book 
Fair, Little Free Library, and Friday 
Mustang PRIDE prizes are three of 
the ways we encourage students to 
pick up a book they are interested 
in reading for fun.

Eva Neuer
Principal

Olivewood Elementary
23391 Dune Mear Rd., Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/837-6682 • svusd.org/olivewood

Loves STEAM and Literacy!
From kindergarten through sixth 

grade the teachers at Montevideo have 
been embracing hands on STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Math) activities. It is wonderful 
that children at a young age learn that 
with communication, critical thinking, 
collaboration, and creativity they 
can solve real life problems. Sharing 
thoughts, questions, ideas, and solutions 

while working together to reach their goals is so 
exciting for staff to watch and guide.

Montevideo equally embraces literacy and recently 
on Read Across America Day we celebrated Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday by decorating hats to depict our favorite books 
and each in classrooms. This was a day of excitement, 
smiles, and giggles while modeling the love of reading.

Mona
Montgomery

Principal

Montevideo Elementary
24071 Carrillo Dr., Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-8050 • svusd.org/montevideo

http://svusd.org/olivewood
http:// svusd.org/montevideo
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Full STEAM Ahead!
What does a Science, 

Technology, Engineering, 
Arts, Math (STEAM) 
Lab need in order 
to be engaging and 
innovative? It not only 
needs equipment, but 
also requires materials 
like Lego We Do where 

students can build robots in order to 
solve complex, “real world” problems. 
Each grade level (K-6) has seven weeks 
throughout the school year to work with 
our STEAM Lab instructor, Mrs. Chan, 
and their classroom teacher in order to 
delve deeper into concepts that they are 
studying in the classroom. For example, 
in this photo, sixth grade students are 
learning about Newton’s second law 
of motion. PHE students also have the 
opportunity to study biology, chemistry, 
energy, forces of nature, rocks and 
minerals, the planets, and even the 
weather. None of this would be possible 
without the generous support of our 
PHE PTA and all the fundraising they do 
throughout the year. Go Explorers!

Portola Hills Elementary
19422 Saddleback Ranch Rd., Trabuco Canyon, CA 92679 • 949/459-9370 • svusd.org/portolahills

Dr. Joseph Ledoux
Principal

Next Up: Maker Space
In keeping with the 

mission of SV Innovates, 
we are in the planning 
stages of creating a 
Maker Space scheduled 
to open next year. 

What is “making?” 
According to Dale 
Dougherty, making 

can be described as project-based 
learning or hands-on learning. It is 
the difference between a child who is 
directed to perform a task and one who 
is self-directed to figure out what to 
do. That kind of transformation, that 
kind of personal and social change, 

is what making is 
about. Rancho’s model 
will follow the TMI 
approach: Think-
Problem solving, 
brainstorming, 
planning; Make-Where 
most of the action 
occurs; and Improve-
Fix or Make better.

Why do it? The 
point of the space is 
to make, create, and 
invent new things, 
with the application 
of those concepts 
benefiting all areas 
and fields of study.

Dr. Larry Hausner
Principal

Rancho Canada Elementary
21801 Winding Way, Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/786-5252 • svusd.org/ranchocanada

http://svusd.org/portolahills
http://svusd.org/ranchocanada
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Creative Ideas
The district-wide Rube 

Goldberg contest was 
a success at Robinson! 
Teams from third through 
sixth grade competed in 
both the machine and 
the blueprint drawing 
competition, with the 
final judging occurring 

on February 28. Students assembled 
machines to address this year’s goal 

of pouring a cup of cereal. Creative 
ideas included putting the cereal in a 
balloon which was popped at the last 
step, dumping the cereal into a bowl, to a 
spiral track created from paper plates, a 
cardboard roll and lots of tape to channel 
marbles into a cup attached to a lever. The 
imagination and engineering demonstrated 
by the students was both educational 
and inspiring, all in the name of science 
and engineering! The best part of this 
assignment was the mess!

Jonathan Kaplan
Principal

Robinson Elementary
21400 Lindsay Dr., Trabuco Canyon, CA 92679 • 949/589-2446 • svusd.org/robinson

Real World
RSM is taking the state and running 

across the nation! We continue our path 
to excellence, by putting our students and 
their efforts on display at the state level and 
throughout the nation. Our Digital Film 
students of KRSM, traveled to the National 
Student Television Network conference 
in Nashville, TN. Our Instrumental Music 
program, performed in Orlando, FL and 

enjoyed some time at Disney World. The Career Technical 
Student organization, Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America (FCCLA) head to state finals at the 
end of April where they will compete in a variety of skills 
and presentation competitions. We consistently receive 
awards at this state level conference. Trabuco Hills High 
school Model United Nations program will host their 
annual conference at RSM, and look forward to having our 
students participate. 

RSM’s engagement area of the month is Real World and 
that sums it up pretty well!

Brian Ferguson
Principal

Rancho Santa Margarita Intermediate
21931 Alma Aldea, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 • 949/459-8253 • www.rsmintermediate.com

http://svusd.org/robinson
http://www.rsmintermediate.com
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Extended Day Kindergarten
We are very excited that San 

Joaquin will be able to support 
an extended day kindergarten 
next year. Our kindergarten 
students will attend from 8am-
2pm. We know this will help 
to grow our school and will be 
attractive for incoming families. 
The other schools we visited 
with all day kindergarten report 

that their students are able to do more by 
the end of the school year, and are better 
prepared for first grade. Teachers have more 
time in their day to teach STEAM and allow 
for innovation and creativity.

Students who live in the Via Iglesia 
neighborhood will be allowed to ride the bus and there is 
no need for TLC childcare mid-day which can be costly for 
parents. We will offer a kindergarten tour to give parents 

an early look at our school on June 5th at 9:00 am. Also, 
please join us at Open House on April 26th. 

Help spread this good news in your neighborhoods!

Dr. Karen 
Schibler
Principal

San Joaquin Elementary
22182 Barbera, Laguna Hills, CA 92653 • 949/581-3450 • svusd.org/sanjoaquin

College Road Trip
Santiago’s College Road Trip has been 

a success! Sixth grade landed at Chapman 
University, learning all about campus life. 
Many of the students asked questions to 
compare and contrast the advantages of 
going to Chapman University over other local 
universities. Fifth grade visited UCI and 
learned much from their tour guides. Second 
grade toured Irvine Valley College and spent 

time in their science labs learning about anatomy. They 
also met IVC’s President in their Theatre! First grade spent 
time at Saddleback College and toured their television 
studio learning about careers in film and television. But 
no one was able to top Kindergarten - They received an 
amazing tour of El Toro High School. Their school mascot 
and students greeted us with “I Love Santiago” signs and 
a live performance. Third and fourth grade will be visiting 
Cal State Long Beach and Cal State Fullerton this month to 
round out our College Road Trip.

Santiago Elementary
24982 Rivendell Dr., Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/586-2820 • svusd.org/santiago

Howard 
Johnston
Principal

http://svusd.org/sanjoaquin
http://svusd.org/santiago
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Penny Wars
The students of Silverado and Mira Monte 

High Schools selected Childhood Leukemia 
as a cause for which they would raise money. 
“Penny Wars” began with the goal of raising 
$750 for Childhood Leukemia research. 
Half way into Penny Wars we added “Pie 
for Patients”. Staff volunteered to have 
pies thrown at them. At $2.00 per pie, this 
short event was able to contribute $56 to 

the overall total. Previously, the largest amount raised by 
Silverado and Mira Monte students was $700. This year the 
students of Silverado and Mira Monte raised almost $1,800 
for Childhood Leukemia research!

We are also proud to announce that there were 20 
students who graduated 12 weeks early. They came a long 
way from being credit deficient to graduating early.

The staff and administration are very proud of the effort 
shown by our students.

David Gordon
Principal

Silverado/Mira Monte Continuation High School
25632 Peter A. Hartman Way, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-8800 • svusd.org/silverado • svusd.org/miramonte

Innovation 
Imagine a learning environment where 

students can visit and learn about a variety 
of biomes, from the Sahara Desert to tropical 
rainforests in South America…all in one 
52-minute class 
period. Imagine 
a class activity 
where students 
visit a number 

of colleges and universities, 
including Princeton, UCLA, 
and California College of 
the Arts…where they can 
tour the campus in a virtual 
world. Students at Serrano 
Intermediate are exploring 
these real places using virtual 
3D technology. Teachers guide 
students through a variety of 
teaching stations to collect 
evidence using Virtual Reality 
goggles, Google Expeditions, 
and Google Tours. Students 

observe whales in the Pacific Ocean and predict migration 
patterns based on what they see in the virtual world, and 
read about in their textbooks. The variety of places our 
students can visit and learn about are endless. Engulfing 
students in a 3D world ignites the excitement of learning 
for students and teachers alike!

Robert Sherlock
Principal

Serrano Intermediate
24642 Jeronimo Rd., Lake Forest, CA 92630 • 949/586-3221 • svusd.org/serrano

http://svusd.org/miramonte
http://svusd.org/serrano
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Hyperdocs
Trabuco Elementary 

School has spent the second 
trimester with a strong focus 
on STEM activities. Each 
classroom engaged in an 
integrated NGSS unit through 
the use of hyperdocs in 
Google Classroom. Hyperdocs 
are online vehicles for student 

exploration and response. Each unit also 
provided multiple opportunities for hands-
on scientific inquiry. Pictured here is a third 
grade student sharing his design process for 
a mechanical hand. Additionally, students in 
grades five and six had the opportunity to 
participate in the Rube Goldberg machine 
challenge. This really forced students to 
collaborate and communicate in productive 
ways to test a protype in order to pour a 
bowl of cereal. We are looking forward to 
welcoming our community partners in for 
STEM challenges in the months to come. 
#TrabucoRocks

Lisa Paisley
Principal

Trabuco Elementary
31052 Trabuco Canyon Rd., Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678 • 949/858-0343 • svusd.org/trabuco

High School Students Next Year
A component of the SVUSD Virtual 

Academy’s (SVA) mission is to provide 
students with meaningful learning 
experiences that build critical thinking and 
communication skills. As 
the culminating project of 
their Human Genes and 
Development unit, the 
SVA 8th grade students 

lead a class discussion on benefits and 
potential consequences of CRISPR (the 
ability of scientists to alter an organisms’ 
DNA). The 8th graders did a great job 
leading a thought-provoking, evidence-
based, and timely conversation. As 
science and technology create change in 
all aspects of our lives, it is imperative 
that we provide structure, resources, 
and opportunities for students to 
engage with the opportunities and 
consequences that this change creates.

EXPANSION: Next year, the SVUSD 
Virtual Academy will expand to high 

school. The SVUSD Virtual Academy High School (SVAHS) 
will offer students an A-G and NCAA approved course 
pathway in a flexible and supportive online learning 
environment. More information to come.

SVUSD Virtual Academy K-8
21001 Rancho Trabuco Rd., Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 • 949/580-3457 • svusd.org/virtualacademy

Glenn Giokaris
Principal

http://svusd.org/trabuco
http://svusd.org/virtualacademy
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Family Involvement
Student engagement and parent 

involvement is an integral part of Trabuco 
Mesa’s school culture! We held our first 
Hawaiian-themed father/daughter and 
mother/son dances this spring. Students 
enjoyed spending this memorable evening 
with their parents. They were greeted 
with leis, given a keepsake photo with 
their parent, and entertained with popular 

songs and group dances from the D.J. Other ways that 
have increased parent involvement at our school include: 

Family bingo nights, parent workshops, art afternoons, and 
forming a group of “Dad’s of Great Students” to help with 
events.

Students in 4th, 5th, and 6th grade enjoy making history 
come alive! By actively participating in Walkthroughs 
of California, the American Revolution, and Ancient 
Egypt, students explore and learn about famous events in 
history through storytelling, games, and music. Students 
enjoy engaging in these dramatic activities, becoming an 
historical figure, and performing in these presentations. 
Actively engaging students in their learning is the key to 
student success!

Caryn McGrew
Principal

Trabuco Mesa Elementary
21301 Ave de las Flores, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 • 949/858-3339 • svusd.org/trabucomesa

Dr. Seuss Day
THHS celebrated Read Across America 

with Dr. Seuss Day on March 2nd. Over 200 
students from Del Lago Elementary School 
joined the Mustangs to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ 
birthday with The 
Cat in the Hat 
(AKA, history 
teacher and coach, 
Craig Moothart). 

Docents and ASB leaders 
hosted small groups touring 
the campus, listening to stories 
in English classes, creating 
Seuss related masterpieces 
in art classes, achieving with 
Seuss math, and watching a 
Seuss themed Comedy Sportz 
performance in our theater. The 
morning was capped off with 
photo ops and fun Seuss games 
played in the gym with ASB 
students and staff. As students 
departed, the THHS music 

program played them off to the bus with whimsical music. 
Joe Silvey, English teacher, reflected, “As great as the 
classroom visits are, it’s really amazing when you go in the 
gym and see all of them together having so much fun with 
our students.”

Craig Collins
Principal

Trabuco Hills High School
27501 Mustang Run, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/768-1934 • svusd.org/thhs

http://svusd.org/trabucomesa
http://svusd.org/thhs
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A System of Support
Valencia Elementary is committed 

to supporting students academically, 
behaviorally, and social-emotionally. Our 
MTSS (Multi-Tiered System of Support) 
Process helps us to identify students that 
need support – this includes students 
that need support to reach grade level 
benchmarks and those that require more 
rigor. We provide targeted interventions 

within the classroom and track growth through 
common assessments. A team of colleagues assembles 
twice a year to discuss student data and make 
recommendations for further interventions. Parents 
are partners, and we develop a plan together and hold 
Parent Information Nights so that parents have the 
tools to support their child at home. When adequate 
growth is not being made, we meet as a Student Study 
(Success!) Team to determine further interventions 
and next steps. We make every effort for multiple staff 
members to form relationships with our students so 
they feel welcome, safe, and ready to learn. Valencia 
is determined to make a difference in the lives of our 
students.

Wendie Hauschild
Principal

Valencia Elementary
25661 Paseo de Valencia, Laguna Hills, CA 92653 • 949/830-3650 • svusd.org/valencia

Things in the Sky—Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put SBV in the subject line.

Rules!

STARS
SUN
MOON
AIRPLANE
KITE
BALLOON
JUPITER
MARS
MERCURY
SATURN

URANUS
RAIN
SNOW
SLEET
WIND
CLOUDS
SMOG
FOG
PLUTO
RAINBOW

Congratulations to Jayden Weathersby
Winner of our February Word Search Contest!

Thank you Barkate Orthodontics 
for sponsoring our contests.

www.BarkateSmiles.com

Entries must be received by April 30, 2018
From the correct entries one name will be drawn  

to win a $20 gift card to Barnes & Noble!

http://svusd.org/valencia
http://www.barkatesmiles.com
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Sign Up for a World-Class
Math Education

The Russian School of Mathematics is an award-winning, afterschool 
math enrichment program for K-12 students. We help children of all 
levels build a solid math foundation and develop critical-thinking and 
problem-solving skills.

We offer year-round enrollment
Call to schedule a free math evaluation

RSM - MISSION VIEJO
missionviejo@russianschool.com
(949) 864-6592

RSM - IRVINE
admin@rsmirvine.com
(949) 551-1777

RSM-SAN DIEGO
sandiego@russianschool.com
(858) 609-9215

RSM-SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
sanfernandovalley@russianschool.com
(818) 925-8211

culinarykids.biz 949-292-4720
Ages 5-13

Week-Long Summer Cooking Campspp
Where Young Chefs Learn to
Cook, Create & Collaborate

in the Kitchen
Multiple Orange County Locations

B is for Book

Surprising Twists
Princess Academy by 

Shannon Hale left me craving 
for more. It’s the perfect 
combination of adventure, 
princesses, friendship, and 
even a little romance!

When the people of Mount Eskel receive 
message from the lowlanders saying their 

prince is looking for a princess and all young girls will be 
sent to an academy, everyone is in shock, especially Miri. 
Without a choice, Miri, her friends, and a strange lowlander 
girl named Britta, set off to the academy, only to find 
themselves with a horrible tutor and homesick. Now, the 
pressure is on to be the best of the academy and marry the 
prince. Will Miri find out that even though she’s small for 
her age, her voice is big? Will she stand up for what’s right?

I couldn’t put this book down! Shannon Hale always 
describes the moment just right and the twists were 
surprising! I give this book 5 out of 5 stars. Don’t forget to 
read the rest of the series!

Bailey is a 6th grader that likes to read fantasy and daydream about 
adventure when she isn’t dancing ballet or playing with her friends and 
siblings.

Bailey

http://www.culinarykids.biz
http://www.nrclc.com/computercamp
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Lucy’s Book Review

In 27 Days
Author: Alison Gervias
Twenty-seven days is 

a very specific amount of 
time, but if you’re trying 
to prevent a suicide it’s 
nothing short of a race 
against the force itself.

Hadley Jamison never really knew Archer 
Morales, but she made a deal with Death that if he gave 
her twenty-seven days, she could stop Archer from taking 
his own life. So, she tries her best to befriend the closed 
off, quiet kid from freshman English. He doesn’t seem to 
want her help, but their jobs at a coffeehouse and tutoring 
sessions bring them closer together, and soon they’re 
becoming quite the pair.

Problem is, chaos wants to pull them apart. With events 
endangering the people that she loves, will Hadley succeed 
in keeping Archer alive? Or will she run out of time?

I enjoyed this book immensely for many reasons. It’s 
funny, suspenseful, thoughtful, and all around a great read. 
Five out of five bookworms.

Lucy is a 6th grade student. When she isn’t immersed in a book, she 
loves musical theater, ballet, and singing. She enjoys stretching her 
imagination by writing short stories of her own. Lucy will rate the books 
1 to 5 bookworms with 5 being the best.

Lucy Davis

http://www.artstepsclasses.com
http://campelk.org


Barkate Orthodontics
We always treat your children like they are our own!

When You Imagine Their Future...
Imagine a Beautiful Smile!

www.BarkateSmiles.com

San Clemente
1031 Avenida Pico, Suite 202

San Clemente, CA 92673
(949) 481-8900

Ladera Ranch
800 Coporate Drive, Suite 260

Ladera Ranch, CA 92694
(949) 365-0700

Newport Beach
2131 Westcliff  Drive, Suite 200 

Newport Beach, CA 92660
(949) 722-9010

http://www.barkatesmiles.com
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