
 
 
COVID-19 update #23; June 1, 2020 
 
Dear SVUSD Families, 
 
I am reaching out to share an update regarding the June 11th graduation ceremonies. As was 
shared in the last few updates, we have kept the traditional in-person June 11th ceremony as 
scheduled with the hope that the restrictions on mass gatherings would be lifted and allow for 
the event to continue as planned.  We have also shared that if the restrictions were not lifted by 
today, June 1st, we would reschedule the ceremony to July 31st.   
 
Due to the fact that restrictions on mass gatherings have not been lifted, we are unable to hold 
the traditional ceremony on June 11th.  We understand there have been ceremonies in other 
parts of the country, or with different organizations, however I want to underscore that the 
current restrictions on mass gatherings in Orange County have not been lifted, and SVUSD will 
comply with this guidance until further notice.  Current guidelines from the California Department 
of Public Health state, “To protect public health and slow the rate of transmission of COVID-19, 
the California Department of Public Health has determined that all non-essential gatherings 
should be postponed or canceled across the state until further guidance is issued by the 
California Department of Public Health.”  Additionally, The Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention and the Orange County Health Agency have also maintained their directives of not 
congregating in groups, which includes in-person graduations. 
 
While the traditional ceremony will not be held on June 11th, it is extremely important to 
recognize our seniors on the official day of their graduation and each high school’s staff has 
been working to ensure that there are alternate events in place to celebrate our seniors and 
their accomplishments.  These events will be similar throughout the district and include 
scheduled, physically distant photo opportunities at each school in the student’s cap and gown, 
a car drive through event on the 11th, followed by an online senior celebration that evening. You 
will be receiving an email directly from your student’s principal with details regarding the 
upcoming events. 
 
I understand how disappointing not having a traditional ceremony is for our seniors and families 
and am hopeful that a ceremony will be held on July 31st. However, a final determination for the 
July 31st ceremony will be made on July 15th, and will be dependent on the health care 
directives at that time.  Please be on the lookout for an email from your school principal this 
afternoon or tomorrow regarding the details of the upcoming graduation activities at your 
senior’s school site. Congratulations to all of our SVUSD 2020 graduates for persevering during 
this difficult time and I wish you the best as you move into your next chapter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Crystal Turner, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
 


