
 
 
COVID-19, Update #21; May 15, 2020 
 
Dear SVUSD Families, 
 
I hope this email finds you well and that everyone is staying safe and healthy. I’m 
reaching out to share a few updates and to also thank you for all of your support and 
patience during these last few months.  We recognize that you are supporting your 
child’s learning in new and unexpected ways and thank you for all you're doing to 
ensure your child's continuity of learning! 

Secondary Grading 
SVUSD’s new distance learning grading policy is intended to provide broad protections 
for students in the face of the school closures resulting from COVID-19. I’d like to 
provide additional information regarding grading for our secondary students (grades 7-
12). In this letter you will find a slideshow presentation which provides detail on the 
policy, as well as a parent FAQ document and additional resources. 

Graduation 
Graduation ceremonies for the high school classes of 2020 are still scheduled for June 
11th, however, we are preparing contingency plans, should they be necessary: 

• As was shared in update #20, if by June 1st, the restriction on mass gatherings 
has not been lifted, the ceremonies will be rescheduled for July 31st.  

• If the ceremonies are rescheduled to July 31st, all high schools will still recognize 
their graduates in an alternative fashion on June 11th. District and school site 
administration have been working closely and are finalizing plans on what the 
alternative celebration will entail, if necessary. 

• If by July 15th the restriction on mass gatherings has not been lifted, the July 
31st ceremony will be canceled. 

High schools will keep their families informed of any developments. Additionally, 
graduating seniors are beginning to pick up their caps and gowns today at some sites, 
and each school is ensuring that the pick up process is celebratory for our 
seniors. Schools are also maintaining social distancing protocols for the pick-ups. Dates 
vary by site and details are being shared directly from school sites to families. All 
comprehensive high schools have also made congratulatory senior yard signs available 
to the class of 2020 and it is exciting to see them placed around our community in honor 
of our seniors! 

2020-2021 School Year 
As was shared in update #20, our anticipated start date for the 2020-21 school year has 
not changed and remains on August 17, 2020. We are hopeful that between now and 



then, the stay-at-home and social distancing restrictions will be eased to allow for full in-
person schooling.  

Governor Newsom has provided a roadmap to reopen the economy and public services 
in a phase-by-phase approach and according to him, we are currently at the beginning 
of Stage 2: 

Stage 1:  Safety and Preparedness 

Stage 2:  Lower Risk Workplaces 

Stage 3:  Higher Risk Workplaces 

Stage 4:  End of Stay-at-Home Order 

Under Stage 2, he included schools and childcare facilities opening in a modified 
manner to provide support for parents transitioning back to the workforce and address 
gaps in students’ education, provided that the following conditions have been met: 

• Have stable hospitalization and ICU trends. 
• Have hospital surge capacity to meet demand. 
• Have sufficient personal protective equipment supply to meet demand. 
• Have sufficient testing capacity to meet demand. 
• Have contact tracing capacity statewide. 

Even when these conditions are met, social distancing in schools may require students 
and staff to wear personal protective equipment, gather in smaller groups, and attend 
staggered class schedules.  SVUSD is actively working on a plan for these 
modifications, should they be necessary in the Fall.  

Food Services 
Due to coronavirus (COVID 19), students in California who are eligible for free or 
reduced-price meals at school will receive extra food benefits from the state. These food 
benefits are called Pandemic EBT or P-EBT benefits. P-EBT benefits help families in 
California buy food when school is closed. 

Children are eligible for P-EBT benefits if: 

●  their school is closed due to coronavirus (COVID 19); and 
●  they are eligible for free or reduced-price school meals 

Most families with children who receive CalFresh, Medi-Cal or Foster Care benefits do 
not need to apply online. They will get their P-EBT card in the mail between May 7- 22, 
2020. Families with children who are eligible for free or reduced-price meals and who do 
NOT get CalFresh, Medi-Cal or Foster Care benefits must apply online between May 
22, 2020 and June 30, 2020. The application is online at ca.p-ebt.org.  



I understand this is not the school year ending that anyone had hoped for, and the 
pandemic is affecting us all in various ways.  Concurrently, I continue to be amazed at 
the resilience, creativity, and dedication of our students, teachers, staff and community 
as they meet these challenges.  

Thank you again for your continued support, 

Crystal Turner, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

 
	


