
 
 
COVID-19, Update #20; April 29, 2020 
 
Dear SVUSD Community, 
 
I hope this email finds you and your family doing well and staying healthy. You may be 
aware that yesterday, Governor Gavin Newsom made comments about a possible 
earlier start to the 2020-21 school year. At this time, our anticipated start date for the 
2020-21 school year has not changed and remains on August 17, 2020. We remain 
committed to keeping our staff and community updated about any changes or 
modifications to the upcoming school year. Additionally, I wanted to provide you with an 
update regarding the SVUSD grading policy for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school 
year as well as graduation ceremony plans.  
 
Grades 
We have been collaborating with teachers and administrators to determine best 
practices for grading during the Spring semester. Student learning and their well-being 
remains our top priority, and as such we have taken a myriad of factors into careful 
consideration when determining next steps.  
 
SVUSD will be using a “Credit”/”Incomplete” mark with an option for students in grades 
7-12 to select a letter grade for any course(s) they choose for the final grading period of 
the 2019-20 school year. Final report cards for high school students (9-12) and 
intermediate school students (grades 7-8) will receive marks of “Credit” or “Incomplete” 
unless a letter grade is selected by the student/parent. Teachers will notify students of 
their final grades by June 5th. Students/parents can select to have a letter grade for one 
or more of their classes and they must select this option by notifying their teacher by no 
later than 4:00 p.m. on June 8th. Students/parents will be given a link to an online form 
if they elect to opt for a letter grade of A, B, or C for any or all of their courses. Both 
options available to students will include a provision that does not allow student grades 
to be lower than the grade a student had at the time of school dismissals on March 13. 
 
For intermediate students (7-8), this would mean that no grade can be lower than the 
grade a student received for their end of second trimester grade. For high school 
students, this would mean that no grade can be lower than the grade a student received 
for their third quarter grade. Students who have not earned a passing grade or credit by 
the end of the final Spring 2020 grading period will be given an “Incomplete.” At the high 
school level, the “Incomplete” mark allows students to complete coursework during 
summer 2020 or subsequent semesters of high school.   
 
For elementary students (K-6), teachers will not provide standards-based grades but 
instead will provide ongoing student and parent feedback on standards-based work to 



keep learning moving forward. Teachers will also provide a final report on Distance 
Learning. 
 
Graduation 
As was shared in update #19, we are committed to honoring and recognizing our 
seniors this year, regardless of school dismissals. Whether this is through the traditional 
graduation ceremony, or a modified recognition remains to be seen as government 
directives regarding mass gatherings in the future have not been lifted. At this time, we 
have not cancelled the graduation ceremony on June 11th, however, we are making 
contingency plans if mass gatherings are not permitted. Putting together the input 
received from ASB students, the feedback gathered from our families via the survey that 
was included in update #19, and staff, we would like to share our current plans 
regarding the graduation ceremony. Please note, that if mass gatherings are not 
allowed, we will be unable to hold a traditional or modified (social distancing) 
ceremony. 
 
If restrictions on mass gatherings have not been lifted by June 1, 2020: 

• We will attempt to reschedule the June 11th ceremony for July 31, 2020. This 
may require the ceremony to include social distancing protocols dependent on 
government and healthcare agency directives at the time. 

• An alternative recognition will be held on June 11th. 
 
If restrictions on mass gatherings have not been lifted by July 15, 2020: 

• The July 31st ceremony will be cancelled. 
 
These graduation plans are fluid and contingent upon many unknown factors. We will 
continue to keep you apprised of any updates regarding graduation ceremonies, with 
our focus on wanting to honor and celebrate our graduating seniors. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Crystal Turner, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
 
	


