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including School News Roll Call among 
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The quality of our communities are 
directly related to the quality of our 
public schools and we have much to 
be proud of. The brief articles herein 
are only an introduction. Each of 
the district web sites are in their 
mastheads where you can go online 
to read in depth information. 

To receive emailed copies of our 
individual publications, sign-up on our 
web site www.schoolnewsrollcall.com.
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Over 30% of California school district superintendents 
with doctoral degrees earned them from La Verne. 
Our mission is to develop leaders and architects of 
change who make significant contributions to the 
communities they serve.
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Our current national dialogue suggests our country is 
fragmented along cultural, racial and economic lines. This 
is particularly the case on social media, where avatars and 
anonymity serve as shields that embolden some of our worst 
behaviors.

So how do we elevate public discourse, which remains 
essential to a free, democratic society? I suggest this starts by 
promoting meaningful civic education.

Educators have in recent years ramped up efforts to provide 
hands-on lessons in science, technology, engineering and 

math, and we know this work is critical to keeping Americans at the forefront 
of 21st-century advancements in such fields as medicine, communications, 
transportation and defense.

At the same time, we must never lose sight of the value of the humanities, 
which, as the very term indicates, are central to being human. And we must 
not take for granted our moral obligation to empower the next generation with 
lessons that cover the rights and responsibilities of being an American.

Civics courses are more than just manuals to the machinery of our 
government. When taught properly, they spell out our roles as citizens to 
prioritize issues, allocate resources, vote responsibly, communicate with those 
who represent us, and adhere to the rule of law. Civics defines the expectations 
not just of our elected officials but of ourselves, building a framework upon 
which to discuss how we want to live and what kind of country we wish to pass 
along to our children.

As a number of Orange County schools and districts move forward with 
their own innovative initiatives in this area, the Orange County Department of 
Education will continue to enhance civic learning opportunities throughout the 
region.

Along with supporting history and social science teachers with professional 
development and curricular resources, our department annually hosts the 
National History Day-Orange County event, featuring hundreds of young 
scholars who are tasked with exhibiting thoroughly researched websites, 
papers, documentaries, performances and exhibits. Last year, OCDE also 
teamed up with the Los Angeles County Office of Education to hold a civics 
summit for students, educators, elected officials and business leaders.

To restore a healthy national discourse, civics lessons must go beyond 
merely examining our differences or encouraging the veneration of founding 
documents and symbols. They must instead drill deeply into what it means to 
be an American in 2018, allowing students to discover the shared values that 
bond this country and its citizens together — the same shared values that our 
flag and anthem were designed to represent.

Far from a nostalgic look back, civic education remains our nation’s 
best hope to move forward, and it is no less relevant today than in previous 
generations.

Arguably, it has never been more important.

Orange County Department of Education
200 Kalmus Drive, Costa Mesa CA 92626 • 714/966-4000 • www.ocde.us

www.anchorseaport.com
5602 E 2nd St. • Long Beach, CA 90803 
Call us today at (562) 434-4437

Meaningful Civic Education is Key to Elevating Discourse, Bridging Divides

Dr. Al Mijares
Superintendent

www.ocde.us
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.anchorseaport.com
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Coastline ROP
1001 Presidio Square, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/979-1955 • www.coastlinerop.net

Begin with the End in Mind!
Parents, educators, and the business community all want 

to encourage students to become contributing members of 
society. Some students will enter the workforce after graduation, 
while others will pursue post-secondary education or training. 
Regardless of a student’s exit point from their educational 
journey, they are hoping to find meaningful work in a career 
field that mirrors their interests and strengths. But how do they 
find that career? Career technical education provides students 
with an opportunity to experience a particular career before 
committing to it, before committing to a college major or post-
secondary training. 

Now, more than ever, it is critical for students to start thinking about life 
after high school. Students have many choices to make in high school and 
these choices impact their future. One of our students, Jay Enciso, a senior 
at Estancia High School and ROP Distinguished High School Student of the 
Year, shared how his decision to explore the field of public service helped 
him discover his career path, “Taking the ROP classes has changed my life 
in so many ways. It has brought to life a career that only one year ago, I knew 
nothing about.” Jay’s future plans include completing the challenging and 
competitive paramedic program at Mt. San Antonio College and earning a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Public Safety.

The opportunity to explore career options in high school definitely added 
value to Jay’s student experience and the 8,000 other students enrolled in 
Coastline ROP. Listen to Jay’s speech about the difficult choice he made in 
high school and how beginning with the end in mind changed his life. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=soXGrADZqb4

North Orange County ROP
385 North Muller Street, Anaheim, CA 92801 • 714/502/5858 • www.nocrop.org

College and Career Ready Students
North Orange County Regional Occupational Program has 

been preparing students for college and careers for over 46 years. 
We equip and empower tomorrow’s innovative, civic-minded 
professionals through career technical education. Our students 
successfully navigate career pathways such as Engineering 
and Architecture, Health Science and Medical Technology, 
Information and Communication Technology, which connect 
students to post-secondary education and employment. In a 
recent student survey, over 70% of students plan to continue 
their education and pursue a career in the pathway they 
completed. ROP offers over 17 courses that articulate with six 

post-secondary institutions and 70 UC “A-G” approved course offerings. Our 
students develop their leadership skills and efficacy through participation 
in Career Technical Student Organizations such as HOSA; Future Health 
Professionals, SkillsUSA, and Educators Rising where they positively impact 
their schools and communities. In 2017-2018, students connected to businesses 
through work-based learning and on-the-job training opportunities in over 400 
industry partners in Orange County to extend their classroom experiences.

We look forward to another fantastic year of providing educational 
opportunities for students to master skills to become college and career ready. 
Learn more at www.nocrop.org.

Carol
Hume

Superintendent

Terri
Giamarino

Superintendent

http://www.coastlinerop.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=soXGrADZqb4
http://www.nocrop.org
http://www.nocrop.org
http://www.millerchildrens.org
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Brea Olinda Unified School District
1 Civic Center Circle., Brea, CA 92821 • 714/990-7800 • www.bousd.k12.ca.us

Another Successful Year
As we bring the 2017-18 school year to a successful close, I 

want to once again thank all of our amazing BOUSD students, 
teachers, staff and administrators for their hard work this year. 
It is evident that our nine schools have the best of students and 
staff, and it brings me great pleasure to witness the dedication, 
passion and talent of all who represent BOUSD. This includes the 
numerous community members who take an active role in the 
educational opportunities for our students.

It’s impossible to capture the magic that happens in every 
classroom and school throughout the year; however, I want to 
emphasize just a few of the past school year’s highlights: 

•	 Three BOUSD elementary schools were recognized by the California  
	 PBIS Coalition for our outstanding PBIS programs. 
•	 The Brea Olinda High School Robotics Team built their first autonomous 	
	 robot in over a decade, won the Rookie of the Year award at the FIRST 	
	 Regional Competition in Irvine and qualified for the World Championships 	
	 in Houston. 
•	 BOUSD took part in an online conversation through ThoughtExchange 	
	 with more than 2,000 people (parents, community members, staff and 	
	 students) participating and providing us with valuable feedback. 
•	 Student achievement continues to grow by every academic measure – 		
	 California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) 	
	 scores, Advanced Placement enrollment and test scores and college admissions.
These accomplishments, represent an enormous effort by teachers, staff, 

parents, the Brea Education Foundation, and our amazing community partners 
who care about the education of every child in BOUSD. I greatly anticipate the 
future of our schools and look forward to leading initiatives for the benefit of all 
BOUSD students, staff and the community at-large. 

Buena Park School District
6885 Orangethorpe Ave., Buena park, CA 90620 • 714/522-8412 • www.bpsd.k12.ca.us

A Grand Opportunity: Limitless Learning
Buena Park School District is providing students with a 

limitless learning environment and grand opportunity to explore 
their interests and curiosity.

Through our Classrooms Without Limits initiative all 
District students benefit from “Future Ready” classroom and 
technology design for greater student engagement, collaboration, 
creativity and learning. With newly renovated classrooms at 
ALL of the District’s seven schools, including wireless networks 
and iPads for all students, BPSD’s infrastructure for limitless 
learning has been established for years to come. Further to 
supporting students with an enhanced learning environment, 

BPSD’s class sizes are now among the lowest in Orange County (23:1 or less) 
for Grades TK-3.

We know that teaching and learning, for students who will compete for 
college entry and careers on a global scale, is no longer confined to that part of 
the day students are in classrooms. Through digital connectivity, 24/7 access, 
reduced class sizes and other enhanced support services, our students enjoy 
a grand opportunity for learning at the bus stop, at the park, at home, with 
parents and their peers. Simply stated, limitless learning, the ability to access 
curriculum and assignments, collaborate with your teacher and peers from 
anywhere, at almost anytime, is at the Buena Park School District.

Supporting our academic focus, and beyond BPSD’s Classroom Without 
Limits initiative, Buena Park students and families continue to benefit from 
skilled and caring staff, high quality day-care, expanding pre-kindergarten and 
school readiness programs, counseling, STEM, music and tutoring programs 

and services.
Follow us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/BuenaParkSchoolDistrict

Greg 
Magnuson

Superintendent

Anaheim Elementary School District
1001 S. East St., Anaheim, CA 92805 • 714/517-7500 • www.anaheimelementary.org

A Focus on Innovation
I am truly honored to serve as the new Superintendent of the 

Anaheim Elementary School District (AESD).  We look forward 
to this new school year and continuing to provide students with 
access to distinguishing practices that make our District unique. 

This September, I look forward to hosting a “listening tour” 
to provide parents and the community an opportunity to engage 
in conversations about efforts to foster high-quality 21st century 
teaching and learning environments to ensure our students 
become globally-competitive leaders of tomorrow. Locations, 
dates and times for these meetings will be announced in August. 

This year we will further enhance our practices to integrate 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics and our Dual 
Language programs, which promote bilingualism and biliteracy.

Congratulations to our schools for their hard work and excellence  
during the 2017-18 school year: 

•	 Adelaide Price School was awarded the CABE Seal of Excellence  
	 for their Dual Language Academy.
•	 The AESD Parent Leadership team was honored with the  
	 Family and Civic Engagement Award.
•	 The Orange County Music and Arts Administrators awarded the 		
	 2018 Orange County Arts Education Advocate Award,  
	 the 2018 OC Outstanding Arts Educators Award and the  
	 2018 OC Music and Arts Award to selected AESD staff. 
•	 NAMM recognized James M. Guinn, Patrick Henry, Loara, John Marshall, 	
	 Paul Revere, Theodore Roosevelt and Alexander J. Stoddard schools to 	
	 receive their prestigious NAMM Support Music Merit Award. 
•	 Thomas Jefferson School received the Distinguished School Award for 	
	 their efforts in Project Lead. 

Christopher
Downing

Superintendent

Anaheim Union High School District
501 Crescent Way, Anaheim, CA 92803 • 714/999-3511 • www.auhsd.us

Democratic Practices
More than ever, in these times of uncertainty and declining 

levels of trust in public institutions, it is important that we put 
democracy front and center in public schools. Where else are 
young people going to learn about democratic practices?

Democratic practices were put into action this year at Savanna 
High School when the student body voted overwhelmingly 
to rebrand its mascot, Confederate soldier “Johnny Rebel,” 
following a concern lodged by several students, their families, 
and concerned community members. The civic inquiry and action 
process developed by Savanna’s Social Studies Department was 
the basis for the calm atmosphere in which the students’ voices 

were heard and relayed to our Board, which approved their recommendation to 
rebrand the mascot.

This practice of democratic ideals is taking place in classrooms across 
our District, as evidenced by the fact that AUHSD campuses were the first 
in the county to be selected as California Democracy Schools for the depth 
and breadth of their research-based, best practices in civic education. Five of 
our campuses have gained that statewide distinction, with more on the way-
-Savanna and Loara high schools, and Brookhurst, South, and Dale junior 
high schools. Creative teachers are guiding motivated students as they focus 
on issues that resonate in their communities, such as short-term housing 
that impacts their quality of life and “food deserts” that limit their access to 
fresh and healthy foods. Our students have taken their presentations from the 
classroom to local government, sharing their solutions and showing the true 
power of democracy, while at the same time preparing themselves to assume 
that greatest expression of democratic practices—voting.

Michael B.
Matsuda

Superintendent

Dr. Brad 
Mason

Superintendent

http://www.bousd.k12.ca.us
http://www.bpsd.k12.ca.us
http://www.facebook.com/BuenaParkSchoolDistrict
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.anaheimelementary.org
http://www.auhsd.us
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Capistrano Unified School District
33122 Valle Road, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 • 949/234-9200 • www.capousd.org

Our Mission: Teaching and Learning
On June 7, over 4000 seniors graduated from our six 

comprehensive high schools. Many of our students spent 13 years 
in our classrooms and their graduation is a celebration of the hard 
work of our students, the support of their families, our teachers 
and staff and the wonderful parent volunteers, organizations, 
and community stakeholders who invest their time and resources 
in supporting and strengthening our mission to prepare our 
students to meet the challenges of a rapidly changing world.

Our incredible employees help us fulfill our mission 
of teaching and learning and we know that without our 
extraordinary teachers, classified staff, managers and 
administrators, this work would never be accomplished. Our 

staff takes care of the daily feeding, ordering, delivering, guiding, protecting, 
planning, driving, coaching, mentoring, teaching, leading, emailing, grading, 
greeting, fixing, painting, mowing, cleaning, counting, copying, healing, 
challenging, and inspiring and I am so grateful for their work in our classrooms 
and throughout our District.

 While some of our employees have the summer off, many others are working 
through June, July, and August to ensure that we are ready for the first day of 
class this fall, which is always such an exciting time of the year. I want to wish 
all of our employees, students, families, and community members a wonderful 
summer filled with family and friends. As always, I so appreciate your support 
and partnership in serving the young people of CUSD.

Centralia School District
6625 La Palma Ave., Buena Park, CA 90620 • 714/228-3100 • www.cesd.us

The Centralia Difference
The history of Centralia School District is a rich one that sets 

us apart as an innovative and successful school district. Centralia 
was so named to indicate the centralized location of the school 
as a geographic point between farming communities. Our first 
school opened in 1875, distinguishing us as one of the oldest 
educational institutions in Orange County now proudly serving 
Anaheim, Buena Park, Cypress and La Palma.

Three early educational trends stand out as historical markers 
showcasing a forward-thinking vision and a desire to provide the 
BEST educational experience of that time. In 1904, Centralia became 
the first in California to provide free books to its students ensuring 

equity and access for all. By the early 1900s, Centralia again innovated with the 
inclusion of “technical and industrial education” for its older students. In 1949, 
Centralia provided kindergarten, committing itself to early childhood education.

Today, Centralia continues to demonstrate a forward-thinking vision 
with a strong focus on early childhood education, with 5-star vibrant 
preschool programs, small class sizes, all-day TK and 24:1 kindergarten. 
Teachers stay current with innovative instructional strategies that assist our 
students in achieving higher rates of proficiency in English Language Arts 
and math in comparison to State AND Orange County scores.

Through Measure N, schools are being modernized, beginning with 
enhanced collaborative learning environments for grades 3-6. Each school will 
soon utilize innovation labs to spark imaginations. We have embraced STEAM: 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math.

I am certain that the early founders of this great district would be pleased to 
see our progress and to know we continue to innovate and provide an education 
that sets us apart providing the Centralia Difference: Achievement, Community 
& Innovation.

Kirsten M.
Vital

Superintendent

Norma
Martinez

Superintendent

Barkate Orthodontics
We always treat your children like they are our own!

When You Imagine Their Future...
Imagine a Beautiful Smile!

www.BarkateSmiles.com

San Clemente
1031 Avenida Pico, Suite 202

San Clemente, CA 92673
(949) 481-8900

Ladera Ranch
800 Coporate Drive, Suite 260

Ladera Ranch, CA 92694
(949) 365-0700

Newport Beach
2131 Westcliff  Drive, Suite 200 

Newport Beach, CA 92660
(949) 722-9010

Centralia Elementary 
Schools are...

-Award Winning

-High Performing

-Community Connected

and 
ENROLLING NOW!

Centralia Elementary School District
6625 La Palma Avenue
Buena Park, CA 90620
714.228.3100
www.cesd.us

http://www.capousd.org
http://www.cesd.us
http://www.barkatesmiles.com
http://www.cesd.us
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Cypress School District
9470 Moody St., Cypress, CA 90630 • 714/220-6900 • www.cypsd.k12.ca.us

Inspiring and Empowering Every Student
It is with great excitement that we usher in another amazing 

school year in the Cypress School District! We are proud to 
provide our community with an enriched and well-rounded 
educational program that prepares students for success in a 
dynamic and ever-changing world. 

STEM – Specialized facilities on each school campus support 
hands-on student learning in science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics. Dedicated STEM labs provide students with 
flexible learning space that enables project-based learning and 
applied knowledge. The program is designed so that our students 
question today for a better tomorrow.

Music – Our district proudly provides all students with weekly music 
instruction taught by credentialed music teachers during the regular school 
day. Each spring, we showcase our students’ musical accomplishments during 
schoolwide concerts on each campus. In addition to extracurricular choral 
and world music performance ensembles, this fall upper-grade students will 
also have the opportunity to participate in a brand new district band program, 
learning how to play a wind or percussion instrument of their choice.  

Smaller Class Size – We fully recognize the value of smaller classes in primary 
grades when students are first learning to read and develop number sense. Our 
district has fully implemented class size reduction in transitional kindergarten 
through third grade to provide this important support for our students.

Professional Development – The district delivers professional development 
each year to ensure our teachers are kept current with evidence-based 
instructional practices that support exceptional levels of student achievement. 

State Preschool – In addition to the private preschools operated on each 
campus, the district’s State Preschool program ensures all children in our 
community have access to high-quality early learning programs.

Fountain Valley School District
10055 Slater Ave., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 • 714/843-3200 • www.fvsd.us

FVSD Driven!
Throughout our history, Fountain Valley School District 

has maintained a consistent focus on supporting our students, 
through the hiring of amazing teachers, administrators, and 
support staff who have a deep desire to make an IMPACT in 
our community. Within our Fountain Valley Family, we see a 
relentless pursuit and determination to improve our practices, 
ensuring ALL students achieve academic success. 

In the area of professional development, our teachers have 
been all IN, as we have completed substantial work in elementary 
math and reading, working to further implement CGI, reading 
assessments and balanced literacy. At the middle school level, we 

have continued our partnership with Irvine Math Project and written units of 
study in ELA, history and science. 

Regarding facilities, with the passage of Measure O, the District’s general 
obligation bond, we have begun construction at Masuda and Courreges. In 
addition, we are in the design phase for Cox, Fulton, Newland and Tamura. 
All of our plans for modernization include infrastructure upgrades, and air 
conditioning in every classroom. We are proud that this work will dramatically 
impact the learning environments for our students and staff. 

Because of our commitment to this work, we have remained a top performing 
district in Orange County and the State. Yet, we thoughtfully seek out opportunities 
for improvement. In FVSD, we see this relentless pursuit and determination as the 
FVSD Drive, which is what truly sets us apart. As we continue to be DRIVEN to 
be the best, we will also remember to take a moment to appreciate the community 
we are lucky to be a part of, and the culture of family that thrives in our District. 
Whether in the classroom, on the stage or on the athletic court/field, the students 
in FVSD will always flourish in this environment as we continue to raise the bar, 
remaining #FVSDDriven to find new ways to support our students and families. 

ER check-in online: fountainvalleyER.com
*Online ER check-in is for non-life threatening emergencies only. 

For life-threatening emergencies, call 9-1-1 right away.

While you’re having fun, accidents can happen.

Anne
Silavs

Superintendent

Dr. Mark
Johnson

Superintendent

http://www.cypsd.k12.ca.us
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.fvsd.us
http://www.fountainvalleyer.com
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Fullerton Joint Union High School District
1051 W. Bastanchury Rd., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/8702801 • www.fjuhsd.org

Preparing Students for College and Career
Serving approximately 14,000 students, the Fullerton 

Joint Union High School District strives to provide a learning 
environment that is conducive to high student achievement and 
attainment of 21st Century skills. Examples of the District’s 
outstanding academic programs with career applications include: 
Advanced Placement; Agriculture; AVID; Adult Transition Program; 
Early College; Engineering Program; G-CADemy; International 
Baccalaureate; iPath; JROTC; Marketing and Business Academy; 
Medical Careers; Performing Arts Academies; Troy Tech.

Examples of the District’s outstanding extracurricular programs 
that provide real-world applications include: Speech and Debate 

National Champions; Science Olympiad National Champions; CyberPatriot National 
Champions; CIF and State sports championships; Culinary Arts Programs; 
Automotive Repair; Computer Science; Visual and Performing Arts; Robotics.

In addition to successfully completing a districtwide 1:1 Chromebook 
distribution program last year, the following Bond Measure supported 
construction projects were completed: New Aquatics Centers at Sunny Hills 
High School and Troy High School; Gymnasium Modernization at Sunny 
Hills High School; and, Theater Modernization at Sonora High School. The 
following projects are currently under construction or slated to begin this 
school year: New Stadium Project and Theater Modernization at Buena Park 
High School; Stadium Modernization, Gymnasium Modernization, and Theater 
Modernization projects at Fullerton Union High School; New Theater Project 
and Gymnasium Modernization at La Habra High School; New Gymnasium 
Project at Sonora High School; Gymnasium Modernization at Troy High School.

Seeking to provide the best possible education for every student is 
exhilarating and compelling. We look forward to an exciting and productive 
2018/19 school year.

Dr. Scott
Scambray

Superintendent

Garden Grove Unified School District
10331 Stanford Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 • 714/663-6000 • www.ggusd.us

Award Winning Results
Garden Grove Unified School District’s (GGUSD) commitment 

to student success has produced exciting award-winning results 
during the 2017-2018 school year. GUSD is the first and only 
district in Orange County and one of only 22 districts across 
the state to be named a California Exemplary District for model 
practices that led to positive student outcomes. Additionally, 
eleven GGUSD elementary schools were named 2018 California 
Distinguished Schools, a top honor for the state’s most successful 
public schools. GGUSD is one of only 24 California Honor Roll 
Districts and an impressive forty GGUSD schools were named 
2017-2018 California Honor Roll Schools for high achievement in 

student success. The Orange County Department of Education recognized GGUSD 
with the 2018 Advocacy Leadership award for the district’s outstanding cultural 
and linguistic responsiveness to English learners and emerging bilingual students. 

GGUSD continues to soar as a leader in college readiness across Orange County and 
throughout California. During the 2016-2017 school year, 57.5% of seniors met rigorous 
a-g college entrance requirements, compared to 52% across Orange County and 46.8% 
statewide. All seven of GGUSD’s comprehensive high schools earned a spot on the U.S. 
News and World Report’s elite rankings of America’s Best High Schools in 2018. 

While we are proud of these accolades, we are even more proud of what 
is behind them – an outstanding education for GGUSD’s approximately 43,000 
students. The 2018-2019 school year promises to bring even greater opportunities 
for our students with a new Computer Science Immersion Academy, our second 
Spanish Dual Language Academy, new STEAM Labs and robotics and coding 
opportunities, more College and Career mentors, and construction of a second 
state-of-the-art athletic complex. We know that in 2018-2019 our students will 
continue to meet the high academic and personal expectations as they progress 
towards lifelong success: that’s the Garden Grove Way!

Dr. Gabriela
Mafi

Superintendent
949.251.9085  •  cprutc.com

Contact Us Today!

UNIVERSITY TRAINING CENTER INC.
CPR & First Aid Classes DailyEMSA Approved
Youth & Church Discounts

At Your Locati on In Our Center
GROUPS INDIVIDUALS

No Registrati on Required
AED, CPR, & 1st Aid

All Levels of BLS CPR
Pay in Class/Credit Card, Check, Cash

You Select Day & Time
AED, CPR, & 1st Aid

All Levels of BLS CPR
No Deposit or Prepayment

Home  L iv i ng  T r e e

H e l p i n g  S e n i o r s  L i v e  a  B e t t e r  L i f e

DIEGO LOYA
Mor tgage Loa n Or ig i nator
Rea l  Estate Broker
714.989.6040 • www.eHomeLiving.com
diego@ehomeliving.com

" B r i n g  U s  L e m o n s ,  W e ' l l  M a k e  Y o u  L e m o n a d e "

Bre No.  0142 8662   •    N M LS No.  14 3 8 3 8 3

REVERSE MORTGAGE  •  Refinance  •  Real Estate

Dr. Robert
Pletka

Superintendent

Fullerton School District
1401 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7400 • www.fullertonsd.org

Great Schools–Successful Kids
Education of today’s young people is the most vital activity we 

can undertake to ensure the well being of our nation. Working 
in today’s public schools coupled with the art of teaching is a 
profession characterized by skill, knowledge, discipline, tenacity, 
perseverance and creativity in the delivery of instruction to meet 
the diverse educational, social and personal needs of each child.

Fullerton School District educates over 13,700 children from 
the Fullerton community in fifteen K-6 elementary schools, 
two K-8 schools, three comprehensive junior high schools and a 
variety of preschool/childcare programs. District and school site 
staff work diligently to promote high academic standards as well 

as help students apply knowledge and skills in preparation for college and career 
readiness. As part of the developing 21st century skills, the District develops 
creativity by providing a comprehensive arts education for every kindergarten 
through 8th grade child. Also of high value is the District’s commitment to 
integrating technology with 21st century skills for teaching and learning.

Working alongside District and school site staff, parent support and 
involvement in educating children is extremely important to the success of all 
students. To this end, Fullerton School District values the partnership with its 
parent and business community. It is through the spirit of collaboration and 
teamwork that helps to ensure that our students will be successful and well 
prepared for their future in the 21st century.

It is our belief that all students in the Fullerton School District can and will 
learn, achieve and grow each year. Our motto, “Great Schools – Successful Kids,” 
exemplifies the belief that all students will achieve academic proficiency, 
acquire interpersonal skills, and develop technological expertise to contribute 
as productive citizens in a democratic society.

http://www.fjuhsd.org
http://www.ggusd.us
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.ehomeliving.com
mailto:diego%40ehomeliving.com?subject=
http://www.cprutc.com
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Huntington Beach City School District
17011 Beach Blvd., Huntington Beach, CA 92647 • 714/964-8888 • www.hbcsd.k12.ca.us

Construction is Underway!
In the Huntington Beach City School District we are 

working hard on the 4 C’s; Critical Thinking, Collaboration, 
Communication and Creativity. Study after study show that 
these are the skills that our students will need as they go into the 
workforce or off to college. However, we are also working really 
hard on another C, and this one is Connected. We want ALL of 
our students to feel connected and safe at their school, and we 
want our schools to feel connected to their community.

Students feel connected to their school when there are people 
at the school that care about them as a person, and activities at 
the school that meet their interest. This is a big reason why our 

schools offer music, elementary school P.E. along with sports and after school 
activities. As we begin the construction phase of our 21st century classroom 
renovations at Hawes Elementary and Dwyer Middle Schools, our teachers 
are also changing the way they teach. They are utilizing lesson plans with far 
more discovery learning, project based curriculum and more engaging ways to 
present information. This change in curriculum better engages and interests 
our students so they feel better about what they are learning and are proud 
of the many ways they can show mastery of the objective. These small yet 
instrumental changes increase the student’s connectivity with their school.

As we continue to better connect with our students and our community 
I invite you to come and be a part of what we are doing. If your business or 
organization is looking for a way to connect to your neighborhood school or if 
you already have ideas, please contact my office so we can sit down and put 
your ideas or interests into action to support our students, our schools and our 
communities.

Huntington Beach Union High School District
5832 Bolsa Ave., Huntington Beach, CA 92649 • 714/903-7000 • www.hbuhsd.edu

A Culture of Giving
As the Huntington Beach Union High School District 

(HBUHSD) continues to educate students and inspire them to 
create change, we also aim to prepare them for our ever-changing 
world. While it is important to prepare students academically, 
we also believe it is important to help them understand the 
impact they can have on others through giving. At our schools, 
we encourage students to invest in their communities through 
the spirit of volunteerism. We do this by having students engage 
in community service projects throughout the year that support 
the Huntington Beach, Fountain Valley and Westminster 
communities.

Through our partnership with local organizations, students gain hands-on 
experience while servicing their community. Our students at Westminster High 
School, for example, help provide the daily management of 8 acres of farmland 
known as the Giving Farm. The farm offers a farm-to-food bank community 
program that allows students to harvest fresh fruits and vegetables for use in 
the local communities. To date, the farm has provided over 127,000 pounds 
of produce to the Orange County Food Bank. Additionally, HBUHSD students 
collected over 37,000 pounds of non-perishable items during our districtwide 
food drive in an effort to help end hunger in Orange County.  

By giving back to the community, our students create a culture of giving 
on their respective campuses. We strive to inspire them to change the world – 
impacting lives one action at a time.

Dr. Clint
Harwick

Superintendent

S u r f C i t y U SA S h u t t l e . COM
FOR THE SHUTTLE SCHEDULE AND LIVE GPS TRACKING VISIT 

COMPLIMENTARY HUNTINGTON BE ACH TR ANSPORTATION

RUNS MEMORIAL DAY TO LABOR DAY   |   STOPS THROUGHOUT HUNTINGTON BEACH

Gregory
Haulk

Superintendent

http://www.hbcsd.k12.ca.us
http://www.hbuhsd.edu
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.surfcityusashuttle.com
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TAG – You’re It!
Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG) 
agreements with UC Irvine, UC Davis, 
UC Riverside, UC Santa Barbara, UC 
Merced, and UC Santa Cruz offer 
guaranteed admission to students 
who meet their guidelines. 

A Degree with a Guarantee
If you complete a special Associate 
Degree for Transfer at IVC and meet the 
minimum eligibility requirements, you’re 
guaranteed admission to a CSU.  

Private Life
If you’ve set your sights on attending 
a private school, IVC has transfer 
agreements with Brandman University, 
Chapman University, Concordia 
University, University of La Verne, and 
many others.  

Transfer Center
Stop by the Transfer Center in room  
SSC 230, call us at 949-451-5339, or 
email ivctransfercenter@ivc.edu to learn 
more about any of these opportunities.

 IT ALL STARTS HERE #1 TRANSFER RATE IN CALIFORNIA

@MyIrvineValleyfacebook.com/irvinevalley @irvinevalleycollegeivc.edu

Irvine Unified School District
5050 Barranca Pkwy., Irvine, CA 92604 • 949/936-5250 • www.iusd.org

Developing Future Ready Students
Facilities, technology, professional learning
The Irvine Unified School District (IUSD) was founded by 

forward thinking educators who settled for nothing short of 
world-class schools. Although times and technologies have 
changed, IUSD has not wavered from that same commitment 
to provide the highest quality educational experience we can 
envision. We thrive in a professional culture that is reflective 
and collaborative, adapting our efforts to prepare students for a 
competitive and evolving future.

In support of this vision, our students must have access 
to current instructional technology and modern facilities, 

which have the power to shape and enhance the learning environment in 
transformative ways. Access to state-of-the-art facilities and engagement with 
the most effective technologies will empower our teachers and students.

Initiatives like Professional Learning Communities also enable teachers 
to examine evidence of student learning and assess what is most effective in 
helping students learn at their highest levels. This approach is helping our 
teachers better meet the needs of every child in the classroom.

In addition, IUSD is investing significant resources in mental health and 
wellness to support our students socially and emotionally. This includes our 
Student Shadowing Project in which teachers and administrators spend a day 
looking at the world through the eyes of a student, capturing insights about 
how to improve the educational experience for that student and for all of our 
students

IUSD is working to ensure students are future ready for competitive colleges 
and rewarding careers through intentional investments to develop the whole child.

Terry L.
Walker

Superintendent

Laguna Beach Unified School District
550 Blumont St., Laguna Beach, CA 92651 • 949/497-7700 • www.lbusd.org

Accepting No Limits on Potential
Laguna Beach Unified School District is committed to 

unlocking the potential of all of our students. This past year 
LBUSD has continued our collective commitment to excellence.

Our focus on developing and sustaining outstanding curricular 
programs, extensive extra-curricular opportunities, and high-
quality instruction provides our students with an exceptional 
educational program. Community partnerships expand our 
opportunities for learning beyond the classroom as students 
explore the coast with the Ocean Institute and Pacific Marine 
Mammal Center, get first class art instruction from the Laguna 
Art Museum, or play a few notes of music with the Laguna Beach 

Live. The support for our schools throughout the community continues to 
expand and enhance educational opportunities for our students. 

This year, we provided additional systems of support to our students 
that included both social workers and counselors at each of our schools to 
better support student social and emotional learning. We also administered a 
universal screener to all of our students to identify those in need of additional 
support. Our innovative professional development program, Rocket Ready, is 
focused on building strong student and staff relationships, the celebration of 
the art and science of teaching, and classrooms focused on “world-changing” 
projects that engage our students and teachers in community service and real 
world problem solving. 

With the support of our community, parents, Board of Education, dedicated 
and high-quality educators and staff, District leaders and our growing 
partnerships, Laguna Beach Unified will continue to excel.

Dr. Jason
Viloria

Superintendent

http://www.iusd.org
http://www.lbusd.org
http://www.ivc.edu
http://www.facebook.com/irvinevalley
https://twitter.com/MyIrvineValley
https://www.instagram.com/irvinevalleycollege/?hl=en
mailto:ivctransfercenter%40ivc.edu?subject=
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Los Alamitos Unified School District
10293 Bloomfield St., Los Alamitos, CA 90720 • 562/799-4700 • www.losalusd.k12.ca.us

The One Degree Difference
Students in Los Alamitos Unified continue to thrive in 

Academics, Athletics, Activities, and the Arts due to excellent 
parent and community support, highly skilled and talented 
teachers and staff, visionary leadership from our Board of 
Education, and our commitment to ongoing improvement, 
innovation, and transformational uses of technology. Our Spirit 
of Excellence is exemplified by our dedication to the One Degree 
Difference - to positively connect with students in all aspects of 
teaching, learning, coaching, and advising. Whether it’s a hand 
shake as students enter the room or a helping hand on campus, 
all adults assume the responsibility to connect with young 

people. These connections help our students develop into caring, competent, 
and confident young people with a strong foundation of self-efficacy. 

Our motto, Igniting Unlimited Possibilities, ensures our students discover 
their special attributes, transform them into goals for their futures, and 
graduate fully prepared to achieve these goals. We expect students to dream 
big and to achieve these dreams! As a unified school district, students receive 
a well-articulated, rich, and a rigorous program from pre-school through 
high school. We have the joy of seeing the culminating results of our entire 
District Community’s efforts by the accomplishments of our graduates. Our 
completion rates of college entrance requirements and Advanced Placement 
courses continue to increase. Our students won numerous local, state, and 
national awards and championships in athletics, activities, the arts, and STEM 
related events, and all schools have been honored as California Gold Ribbon and 
California Distinguished Schools. Los Al is a great place to live, work, and go to 
school!

Lowell Joint School District
11019 Valley Home Avenue, Whittier, CA 90603 • 562/943-0211 • www.ljsd.org

District of Destination
The Lowell Joint School District strives to be among the leading 

districts throughout the State of California as we hold true to our 
traditional American core values since 1906. Our students receive 
a quality education from outstanding teachers whose #1 priority 
is the success of their students. This success is evident in the fact 
that the students of Lowell, at all grade levels, exceed the scores of 
Los Angeles and Orange County as well as the State of California.

We are honored to serve the families from the communities of 
La Habra, La Habra Heights, and Whittier, where every school is a 
Golden Ribbon, Distinguished, and California Business Excellence 
School. Rancho-Starbuck Intermediate School is recognized as a 

“Schools to Watch” and a 2017 CSBA Golden Bell award winner. The importance 
of education, family, and traditional American values are bedrock to the Lowell 
Joint School District as is our emphasis on higher education, personal integrity, 
and Character Education.

Specialized academic programs are provided at all schools for all students such 
as: 1:1 instructional technology (3-8), vocal music (TK-8), instrumental music (6-8), 
art (TK-8), robotics (TK-8), coding (3-8), STEAM Innovation Labs (TK-8), and 
strings (4-8). Rancho-Starbuck Intermediate School is proud to provide students 
with enhanced educational opportunities through the Pre-AP/IB Honors Academy, 
Conservatory of the Arts (COFA), AP Computer Science, Robotics and Engineering, 
Audio Engineering, and Green Architecture. Each of these programs prepares our 
students to transition into our local high schools and on to post-secondary education.

Lowell continues to focus on 21st Century learning, while assuring we keep 
our attention on the whole child. This ensures our students have the foundation 
to be globally competitive and grounded in their traditional American values.
Together, it is the people of Lowell Joint that make Lowell a District of 
Destination for our community.

Jim 
Coombs

Superintendent

Dr. Sherry
Kropp

Superintendent

La Habra City School District
500 N. Walnut St., La Habra, CA 90631 • 562/690-2305 • www.lahabraschools.org

Reconfigured, Redesigned & Revitalized 
For students to reach their full potential, educators and 

support staff must work in unison with a shared set of goals, 
values, and professional commitments. Teaching and learning 
is becoming a “team sport” in each of our schools. Under 
the leadership of the Board of Education, LHCSD, and both 
Bargaining Associations, we reconfigured, redesigned and 
revitalized (R3) our entire educational system. Over the past forty-
nine years, our configuration consisted of four TK-2 schools, three 
3-5 schools and two 6-8 middle schools. That system served us well 
for many decades, but we needed to explore avenues to improve 
achievement, decrease grade level transitions, align the curriculum, 

and enhance parent engagement. A Task Force was created in May 2017, the 
Board of Education approved the recommended plan in November 2017, and we 
are implementing the changes for the upcoming 2018-19 school year. 

We examined how we could best harness innovation, academic rigor, 
seamless transitions, curriculum alignment, and opportunities that promote 
equity and equality by shifting our schools to a TK-6 and 7-8 format. Each 
campus developed a unique academic magnet focus that created diverse 
pathways for students to pursue. To accomplish our goals, boundaries were 
changed for all nine schools and parents were provided an opportunity to select 
which school they wanted their children to attend. 

Our staff will use effective teaching strategies, and every adult will put their 
heart and soul into providing each child with opportunities to grow, learn, and 
reach their full potential.  We are committed to our vision for 2018-19:  LHCSD 
will become a destination district for all children to grow and learn and we 
are thankful for our community! They trust us to educate and care for their 
children. The ultimate appreciation! We R3 Ready for the 2018-19 school year. 

Dr. Joanne
Culverhouse

Superintendent

http://www.losalusd.k12.ca.us
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.ljsd.org
http://www.lahabraschools.org
http://www.russianschool.com
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Newport-Mesa Unified School District
2985-A Bear St., Costa Mesa, CA 92626 • 714/424-5000 • www.nmusd.us

Passion, Purpose, and Potential
Newport-Mesa Unified School District strives to help students 

find their passion, purpose, and potential as we prepare them to 
venture into careers, college, and active citizenship as adults.

We continually improve curriculum and instructional practices to 
meet the ever-changing needs of students. Classrooms include small 
group instruction, collaboration, and technology that seamlessly 
integrates with teaching and learning methods. We also offer specialty 
programs, such as Spanish and Mandarin dual-immersion, digital 
media arts, academy of global studies, International Baccalaureate, 
engineering and design, medical academy, and culinary arts.

Our students also benefit from visual and performing art 
instruction in all our schools, kindergarten through high school. We have 
annual district-wide festivals in dance, art, strings, band and choral music. 

We place a strong emphasis on supporting the emotional, behavioral, 
and mental health needs of students through relationship-driven school 
communities. We encourage students to become responsible thinkers and 
problem solvers, and hold all students to the highest expectations for positive 
behavior and civic responsibility.

Throughout our 50+ year history, we have maintained a rich tradition of 
award winning sports programs, where students have amassed more than 150 
CIF Championships. We view participation in athletics as learning experiences 
that present a myriad of teachable moments about teamwork, discipline, 
commitments, collaboration, risk taking, and rewards. These same virtues 
translate into a student’s overall performance in school.

We have a rich history deeply rooted in an overall passion and pride to learn 
and succeed. We are pleased to have an exceptionally bright and forward-
thinking school community, resulting in preparing successful, contributing 
members of society. 

Barkate Orthodontics
We always treat your children like they are our own!

When You Imagine Their Future...
Imagine a Beautiful Smile!

www.BarkateSmiles.com

San Clemente
1031 Avenida Pico, Suite 202

San Clemente, CA 92673
(949) 481-8900

Ladera Ranch
800 Coporate Drive, Suite 260

Ladera Ranch, CA 92694
(949) 365-0700

Newport Beach
2131 Westcliff  Drive, Suite 200 

Newport Beach, CA 92660
(949) 722-9010

Magnolia School District
2705 West Orange Ave., Anaheim, CA 92804 • 714/761-5533 • www.msd.k12.ca.us

Educating the Whole Child
As we begin our 123rd year in providing a quality education in 

the Magnolia School District, we are proud of our accomplishments. 
Our high expectations and rigorous instruction are reflected in that 
fact that all of our schools continue to score above the State average. 

Our long-standing focus on the arts and our conversion of 
Juliette Low Elementary to Juliette Low School of the Arts 
enables our students to learn much more than reading, writing 
and math. Our district-wide focus on Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) is preparing our students with 
the foundational skills they will need to succeed in our global 
society. The staff and students at Robert M. Pyles STEM Academy 

will begin their third year of STEM implementation and it is truly amazing to 
see students in pre-kindergarten through sixth grade typing computer code 
and completing project-based learning assignments.

Nearly all of our teachers have completed a rigorous training program to 
earn a STEM Certification every student in our District receives instruction 
in Art, Music, and rigorous academics. We continue to provide after-school 
opportunities for our students including Chess, Robotics, and Coding. 

This summer we will once again provide quality programs including our 
Long Term English Learner Academy, Summer STEM Academy and our 
Extended School Year program. All of our incoming 3rd grade students are 
invited to participate in our Summer STEM Academy and our Swim Program. 

We are very proud of our energy savings program that includes solar 
powers at all of our schools as well as our district office and warehouse. We are 
teaching our students the importance of conserving energy, protecting our 
environment, and reducing our carbon footprint.

As we move into our 123rd year in educating the “whole child” we are proud to 
say that the Magnolia School District is truly a great place to make a difference. 

Dr. Fred
Navarro

Superintendent

Dr. Frank
Donavan

Superintendent

MAGNOLIA SCHOOL DISTRICT
Now Enrolling new students in Preschool - 6th Grade

Magnolia School District provides students with a high-quality education that is a
foundation to prepare them for college and careers in the 21st Century. The district is
located in West Anaheim and offers a variety of programs to meet the individual needs
of every student.

REGISTER YOUR CHILD TODAY!
For more information contact the district at (714) 761-5533 or visit the website www.magnoliasd.org

• Rigorous Academics

• Modern Technology

• 1:1 Student Technology Devices

• Highly Quali ed & Dedicated Staff

• Music & Arts Programs for all students

• Dual Language Immersion Program

• Summer Learning & After School Programs
• Science, Technology, Engineering, and

Math Programs
• Robert M. Pyles STEM Academy

(Computer Science Magnet)
• Juliette Low School of the Arts
• Parent Involvement & Education Programs

Why Choose Magnolia School District?

Sandy Pringle Associates Inspection Consultants, Inc.

Setting the Standard for 
Quality, Excellence & Professional Partnerships 
in School Construction Project Inspection

Serving Southern California

(v) 310-787-8811 • (f ) 310-787-8833
www.pringleassociates.com

Sa
nd

y P
ringle Associates

http://www.nmusd.us
http://nmusd-ca.schoolloop.com/k12curriculum
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smO2xaCSuzI&index=2&list=PLIkJ1hyC4k6dNDY0wwOay0TI9vkFjQ5b_
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smO2xaCSuzI&index=2&list=PLIkJ1hyC4k6dNDY0wwOay0TI9vkFjQ5b_
https://nmusd-ca.schoolloop.com/pf4/cms2/view_page?d=x&group_id=1280584452550&vdid=i1hu5ba1sier7wz
https://nmusd-ca.schoolloop.com/pf4/cms2/view_page?d=x&group_id=1280584452550&vdid=i1hu5ba1sier7wz
http://web.nmusd.us/pf4/cms2/view_page?d=x&group_id=1518855655940&vdid=im15ao1vni3x2bp
http://web.nmusd.us/pf4/cms2/view_page?d=x&group_id=1218998593658&vdid=i15a1sier7l5
http://web.nmusd.us/pf4/cms2/view_page?d=x&group_id=1218998593658&vdid=i15a1sier7l5
http://www.msd.k12.ca.us
http://www.pringleassociates.com
http://www.magnoliasd.org
http://www.barkatesmiles.com
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Orange Unified School District
1401 N. Handy St., Orange, CA 92867 • 714/628-4040 • www.orangeusd.org

Commitment to Excellence
Gunn Marie Hansen, Ph.D., is honored to be Orange Unified 

School District’s Superintendent of Schools following the 
retirement of Michael Christensen. Superintendent Hansen 
previously served as the District’s Deputy Superintendent and 
Assistant Superintendent for Educational Services. 

In her first year, Superintendent Hansen has advanced the 
facilities initiative through the voter-approved Measure S bond 
program to build new science centers and modernize classrooms 
at Orange, El Modena, Villa Park and Canyon High Schools. In 
addition, her team has streamlined the use of capital resources to 
begin the total remodel of the Fred Kelly Stadium and install new 
all-weather tracks and synthetic turf fields at the four high schools. 

An educator for almost three decades, Superintendent Hansen has 
consistently demonstrated commitment to excellence in education. She has 
a reputation for focusing on student learning and achievement. Her previous 
experience includes serving students of diverse populations and socioeconomic 
levels in both urban and suburban settings. She has successfully implemented 
curricular/instructional innovations, technology integration programs, 
transitions to the New State Standards, strategic planning, and organizational 
development; expanded the instructional leadership of principals; and 
developed interventions and support programs for special populations to 
maximize resources.

Superintendent Hansen earned her B.S. in Psychology and B.A. in 
International Relations/Political Science from Tulane University. Both her 
Masters of Science in Education and Doctor of Philosophy in Educational Policy 
are from the University of Southern California.

More information about Gunn Marie Hansen, Ph.D., is available on the OUSD 
website at https://www.orangeusd.org/departments/superintendent. 

Dr. Gunn Marie-
Hansen

Superintendent

Educators and Girl Scouts: Stronger Together!

Help her achieve more:

Unleash the power of G.I.R.L. (Go-getter, Innovator, Risk-taker, Leader)™  at your school. Together, let’s 
ensure every girl is prepared for a lifetime of leadership, success, and adventure! 

Girl Scouts is the perfect extension to the classroom because Girl Scouts…

⏵ is a place for girls to discover, connect, and take action 

⏵ is girl-led programing rooted in cooperative learning and learning by doing

⏵ has 4 program pillars: STEM, Outdoor, Life Skills, Entrepreneurship 

⏵ is the only place where girls can earn the most prestigious award for girls  
   in the world—the Girl Scout Gold Award!

 

The Girl Scout Gold Award is 
a one-of-a-kind opportunity 
for girls to engage in a 
rigorous process that calls for 
leadership at the highest level, 
as they tackle issues they feel 
passionately about. 

Gold Award Girl Scouts: 

◾ Earn college scholarships 

◾ Demonstrate high 
educational and career 
outcomes 

◾ Are active in their 
communities 

◾ Access a powerful and 
supportive Girl Scout 
network

From earning her first Daisy petal in  
kindergarten to achieving the Girl Scout 
Gold Award in 12th grade, Girl Scouts is  

the premier leadership development  
program for girls in the world!

girlscouts.org/educators
Learn what Girl Scouts are  
doing in OC at girlscoutsoc.org

Support local Orange County Girl Scouts right now by welcoming us into your schools to:  

participate in Back to School Nights, host Parent Information Nights, and distribute flyers.

Ocean View School District
17200 Pinehurst Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92647 • 714/847-2551 • www.ovsd.org

Rigorous, Relevant, Innovative
Students are the reason we exist. We are here to provide 

rigorous, relevant educational experiences and innovative 
learning opportunities, such as STEAM, Visual and Performing 
Arts, and next year, Environmental Science. Findings from 
our recent parent survey show that 90 percent of our families 
believe that their children are receiving a high quality 
education. In addition, 85 percent of families have confidence 
in the direction our leadership. This is confirmed by the 
announcement that two of our elementary schools – Circle View 
and Star View - were named 2018 California Distinguished 
Schools by the California Department of Education. 

Additionally, the latest California School Dashboard reveals our students are 
performing above state and county averages.

What we find is that positive relationships matter when it comes to learning. 
I applaud our teachers for their willingness and ability to adjust their teaching 
craft to best serve all of our students. I am thrilled to welcome new school 
leaders for the fall, including: Lori Florgan, Principal, Golden View; Dr. Joy 
Harris, Principal, Harbour View; Jennifer Landero, Principal, Oak View; 
and Sara Schaible, Principal, Marine View. We also welcome Cindy Pedroso, 
Assistant Principal of Early Education, and three new middle school Assistant 
Principals: Isis Ortiz , Mesa View; Jessica Haag, Spring View; and Jadyn 
Grunbaum, Vista View.

When you visit us, you will see students thinking critically, innovating, 
collaborating, and problem-solving – essential skills for success. This past year 
has shown us that we can work together to accomplish great things, and next 
year this positive momentum will continue!

Dr. Carol
Hansen

Superintendent

http://www.orangeusd.org
https://www.orangeusd.org/departments/superintendent
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.ovsd.org
http://www.girlscouts.org/educators
http://www.girlscoutsoc.org
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EmbassyConsultingServices.com/Safe-Schools-Summit
For Event Details and to Register Visit

Embassy Consulting Services, LLC is committed to building and maintaining safe, respectful and inclusive
school communities. Our Safe Schools Summit is designed to bring together a diverse group of stakeholders

to provide education, awareness and knowledge to help create safe schools.

Antoinette Tuff
The Inspiring True Story of How
One Woman Saved an Atlanta
School Under Siege.
Antoinette Tuff ’s courage and faith
prevented tragedy for 870 children
while a school was under siege by
a heavily armed gunman. As the
nation faced yet another Sandy
Hook story of tragedy, one woman
rewrote the ending. Antoinette will
share her survival techniques that
she used on that fateful day to
disarm the shooter.

Featured KeynoteTopics & Themes
• Building a Safe School Climate
• Assessing and Managing 
 Students of Concern
• Responding to an Active   
 Shooter Incident
• Debrief of the Santa Barbara  
 Isla Vista Shooting
• Expert Panel Discussion
• How to Prevent the Next   
 School Shooting
• Conducting Eff ective Threat  
 Assessments

Embassy Consulting Services, LLC
Safe Schools Summit

Event Information
Wednesday, October 10, 2018

7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Alpert Jewish Community Center
3801 E. Willow Ave.

Long Beach, CA 90815

Early Bird Registration
$119.00 before July 1, 2018

General Registration
$139.00

Morning and Afternoon 
Refreshments and Lunch Included

Placentia-Yorba Linda Unified School District
1301 Orangethorpe Ave., Placentia, CA 92870 • 714/986-7000 • www.pylusd.org

Gain the Advantage in PYLUSD 
The Placentia-Yorba Linda Unified School District (PYLUSD) 

continues to be a dynamic learning community that prepares 
each and every student for success now and in the future. Across 
34 school sites, PYLUSD serves over 25,000 students in the cities 
of Placentia and Yorba Linda, as well as portions of Anaheim, 
Brea, and Fullerton. 

Looking forward to the 2018-19 school year, I am energized 
as I think about the many opportunities to visit our outstanding 
classrooms throughout the District. Those classrooms – combined 
with the District’s programs in the arts, athletics, and activities – 
make for a distinct, impactful K-12 journey for our students.

PYLUSD boasts several trademark programs that make us a unique place to 
learn including our high school “CareerLink Academies,” the Dual Language 
Academy at Glenview Elementary School, and a state-recognized transitional 
kindergarten program, known in PYLUSD as “Preppy-K.” 

These future-ready programs and initiatives have sprung from the District’s 
strategic plan titled, “The PYLUSD Advantage.” Created with input from 
families, community members, and staff, this dynamic document guides 
our decision-making and ensures that our students will have the advantage 
of an outstanding education. “The PYLUSD Advantage” is actively used by 
both the Board of Education and District leadership when crafting policies, 
implementing programs, and making decisions. 

While the District continues to grow and evolve over the years, one thing 
will remain steadfast – our focus on a student-centered approach to continued 
and improved academic achievement. This is the core of the PYLUSD mission 
and vision. 

I look forward to another year of preparing PYLUSD students for success 
now and in the future.

Saddleback Valley Unified School District
25632 Peter Hartman Way, Mission Viejo, CA 92691 • 949/586-1234 • www.svusd.k12.ca.us

A Year of Innovation- Celebrating
My priorities included visiting school sites, getting to know 

our staff and community and developing a vision for SVUSD 
moving forward. As such, SV Innovates was created and focuses 
on intentional lesson design and engaging strategies for students, 
supported through innovation to produce successful students 
now and in the future. With this as our guiding vision, district and 
instructional practices were created and as a result, we have had 
a very innovative year in SVUSD with many highlights, including:  

• Opened SVUSD Virtual Academy, TK-6 in 2017-18  
	       with a TK-12 program offered in 2018-19

• Creation of Santiago STEAM Magnet School opening in 2018-19
•	 Creation of Linda Vista Primary Years International Baccalaureate 		
	 Program Magnet School opening in 2018-19
•	 Offered CTE pathways including CyberPatriot, Esports League,  
	 Student Television Network, Jet Propulsion Labs Invention Challenge, 		
	 Future Farmers of America, and the UCI Energy Invitational
•	 First District in Orange County to offer Unified Sports with a grant  
	 from the Special Olympics Organization
•	 107 International Baccalaureate Diplomas
•	 Performing Arts excellence with many award winners in performance  
	 and instrumental music
•	 Supportive PTAs with 314,118 volunteer hours in 2017-18
•	 Two State, 7 CIF, and 13 League Titles 
These are just a few of many wonderful things happening in SVUSD.  

I am very proud of the work that students, parents and our SVUSD staff have 
done and it will only continue.  Saddleback Valley Unified School District is a 
wonderful place to learn and work and we are excited for the innovation that 
the 2018-19 school year will bring!

Dr. Crystal
Turner

Superintendent

Dr. Greg S.
Plutko

Superintendent

http://www.pylusd.org
http://www.svusd.k12.ca.us
http://www.embassyconsultingservices.com/safe-schools-summit
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Savanna School District
1330 S. Knott Ave., Anaheim, CA  92804 • 714/236-3800 • www.savsd.k12.ca.us

A Special Place!
Encompassing parts of the cities of Anaheim, Buena Park, 

Cypress and Stanton, Savanna School District is an elementary 
school district with approximately 2400 students. We’re excited 
as we look forward to the 2018-19 school year with continuing to 
focus on the implementation of our new English Language Arts/
English Language Development program, taking a ‘deeper dive’ 
into data to drive the instructional program and our continuing 
commitment to STEM-Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics!

A combination of a rich, well-rounded curriculum, highly 
qualified and caring staff and a long-standing commitment to 

excellence is continuing to prepare our students to be successful 21st Century 
citizens.  Our dedication to integrating STEM across the curriculum ensures  
we provide students with real-life applications to meet the demands of an ever-
changing global society as we create the workforce of tomorrow.

Because student and staff safety are paramount, we are continually 
assessing the safety and security needs of our campuses and are proud of the 
systems we have in place. We have consistently undertaken measures to ensure 
the safety of our schools in the past and will continue to do so. 

The entire Savanna School District staff and Board of Trustees welcomes 
you to the 2018-19 school year and look forward to a wonderful opportunity to 
ensure that today’s learners will indeed be tomorrow’s leaders as we continue 
to prepare our students to be successful, contributing members of the 
community. Savanna School District truly is a special place to be!

Dr. Sue 
Johnson

Superintendent

Santa Ana Unified School District
1601 E. Chestnut Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92701 • 714/558-5512 • www.sausd.us

A Program to Meet Every Family’s Needs
The graduation of our high school seniors is the most 

important day of the entire year in Santa Ana Unified School 
District because it’s a culmination and representation of our 
goals, principles, and purpose – to educate students and provide 
the tools and support for them to graduate from high school and 
to continue successfully in college, the workforce, and beyond. 

Santa Ana Unified School District is proud to celebrate that in 
2018, more than 3,000 students graduated from our high schools 
with 36 also graduating with AA degrees from Santa Ana College 
and 19 of the 36 with AA honors degrees. With more than $12 
million awarded in financial aid and scholarships, our students 

will be attending top colleges and universities across the country including 
Stanford, Tufts, USC, all of the UC and CSU campuses, and Santa Ana College 
where they will receive free tuition freshman year as part of the District’s 
partnership with the college. It’s our promise to each one of our graduates – to 
remove barriers and to create opportunities for our students to achieve the 
college dream.

With a variety of college readiness programs including dual enrollment 
in college courses, dual language immersion, International Baccalaureate 
(IB), expanded Advanced Placement (AP), and 32 career pathways, the 
Santa Ana Unified School District graduate is equipped and ready to compete 
competitively in our global economy. 

Offering free full-time programs in preschool and kindergarten through high 
school, SAUSD has a program to meet every family’s needs. To learn more about 
our schools, visit us at www.sausd.us or follow us on social media.

Dr. Stefanie 
Phillips

Superintendent

Savanna 
School District

Savanna 
School District

Full Day Kindergarten and 
Transitional Kindergarten Programs 

2018-2019 School Year

Cerritos School
3731 Cerritos Ave.

Anaheim, CA 92804

Hansen School
1300 S.  Knott Ave.

Anaheim, CA 92804

Reid School
720 S. Western Ave.
Anaheim, CA 92804

Holder School
9550 Holder St.

Buena Park, CA 90620

Register online at
www.savsd.org

®
Education+Communication=A Better Nation

Join Our
Sales Team!

Work from Your Home

Perfect for:
Stay-at-home Moms/Dads

Retirees...You!

Name your own hours
25% Commission

Sales experience helpful

Kay 562-493-3193

kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com
www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.savsd.k12.ca.us
http://www.sausd.us
http://www.sausd.us
mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.savsd.org
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Tustin Unified School District
300 South C St., Tustin, CA 92780 • 714/730-7339 • www.tustin.k12.ca.us / www.DestinationTUSD.org

Preparing Students for the Future 
Students, teachers, staff, parents, and community partners 

contributed to another outstanding year in the Tustin Unified 
School District. It was a year of high achievement by students, as 
well as a year of learning for faculty and staff. In addition, TUSD 
graduates continued to matriculate to the best colleges and 
universities in the nation. 

Among the highlights: 
Tustin Unified hosted its first Digital Storytelling Film 

Festival, culminating a year of tremendous learning and growth 
by teachers and students. Through partnerships with U.C. Irvine 
and a digital technology company, the District trained teacher 

leaders who then implemented the program and coached others in the use 
of Digital Storytelling. Digital Storytelling resulted in increased student 
engagement, writing, visual literacy, and new technical skills. 

STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and math) continues to 
thrive in TUSD. Approximately 28 schools have competitive robotics teams 
that involve over 600 students. Three schools – Orchard Hills, Beckman High, 
and Foothill High – sent eight teams to the VEX Robotics World Championship 
where Foothill High placed second internationally, and first in the USA. 

The District made tremendous growth in the number of students exposed 
to computer programming through makerspaces, robotics, and computer 
science courses. The engineering programs at Foothill and Tustin high schools 
continue to flourish, and Beckman High finished its second satellite project.

Tustin Unified is also preparing the opening of the new Tustin Legacy 
Magnet Academy, which will focus on technology, innovation, design, and 
entrepreneurship. The school is scheduled to open in the fall of 2020. 

The Tustin Unified School District continues to prepare students for a 
successful future in college and career. Go TUSD!

Westminster School District
14121 Cedarwood Ave., Westminster, CA 92683 • 714/894-7311 • www.wsd.k12.ca.us

A Year of Notable Achievements
This has been a wonderful school year filled with many 

accomplishments, and those successes are due to our dedicated 
staff, our engaged students, our involved parents and our 
supportive Board of Trustees. 

Below are just a few highlights from the 2017-18 school year:
• WSD was one of just 24 school districts in California to 		

	       be named an Honor Roll School District, a national program 	
	       recognizing high-performing schools that improve outcomes 	
	       for students. In addition, nine WSD schools were named  
	       Honor Roll Schools.

• Finley Elementary School was inaugurated as the 1st 		
	       Computer Science Magnet School in Orange County.  

	 The District partnered with Code To The Future, the nation’s leading 	
	 creator of immersive computer science curricula, to create Finley 		
	 Computer Science Magnet School. All students are learning computer 	
	 programming and coding skills as part of their daily curriculum. 

•	 Sequoia Academy was named a 2018 California Distinguished School, the 		
	 state’s top honor. Sequoia Academy is also one of only 12 schools throughout 	
	 California to be honored with the 2018 Exemplary Arts Education Program Award.
•	 California School Boards Association presented our District with the 		
	 prestigious Golden Bell Award for our Vietnamese Dual Language  
	 Immersion Program at DeMille Elementary School. 
•	 The Orange County Department of Education named our own  
	 Mrs. Sheree Newman, Prevention Specialist, as an Orange County  
	 Classified School Employee of the Year! 
•	 The new $15 million Gymnasium & Multi-Use Facility at Stacey Middle 	
	 School that was funded through the Measure T bond measure will be 		
	 completed this summer!

Dr. David
Verdugo
Interim

Superintendent

A Full-Service Education Law Firm
Serving California’s Schools and 
Community Colleges Since 1978

Bond Counsel • Labor Relations • Personnel 

Litigation • Student Matters • Special Education 

Construction • Real Property

TUSTIN
Douglas N. Yeoman • dyeoman@parkercovert.com

(714) 573-0900

SACRAMENTO
P. Addison Covert • acovert@parkercovert.com

(916) 245-8677

www.parkercovert.com

Dr. Gregory A.
Franklin

Superintendent

• Elementary, Middle and High School Robotics League and Competitions
• 21st Century Classrooms and State-of-the-Art Facilities
• 1:1 Technology Devices for Students
• Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math (STEAM) Magnet Programs
• Elementary, Middle and High School Music Programs
• Tustin Connect K-12 Online School
• Spanish Dual Language Immersion Program
• Award-winning Performing and Visual Arts Programs
• Specialized High School Programs: Early College,
  International Baccalaureate and Model United Nations

Visit  Today and Explore the Options:

w w w.Dest inat ionTUSD.org
Your Chi ld ’s  Des t ina t ion for  Academic  Success !

Tustin Unified School District

STUDENTS THRIVE IN TUSTIN UNIFIED
TUSD Meets Every Student’s Needs:

TUSDschools      @TUSDschools   |   @SuptFranklin

http://www.tustin.k12.ca.us
http://www.wsd.k12.ca.us
mailto:dyeoman%40parkerconvert.com?subject=
mailto:acovert%40parkercovert.com?subject=
http://www.parkercovert.com
http://www.destinationtusd.org
https://www.facebook.com/TUSDschools/
https://twitter.com/TUSDschools
https://twitter.com/suptfranklin
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Novelist 
Word Search Contest

One word in the list is NOT in the word search.
When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 

email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com (Please put OC Super in the subject line)

Rules!

Entries must be received by January 15, 2019
From the correct entries one name will be drawn  

to win a $20 gift card to Barnes & Noble

COMPUTER
EDITOR
IPAD
SPELLCHECK
PRINTER
PUBLISHER
NOTEPAD
READERS
PENCIL
IDEA

PEN
BROWSER
GOOGLE
INTERNET
BING	
ASPIRIN
KEYBOARD
TELEPHONE
WIFI
IMAGINATION

Thank you Barkate Orthodontics 
for sponsoring our contests.

www.BarkateSmiles.com

Reading
By D.H. Coop

Reading is an elementary key to success in the educational system. Take, 
for example, a teacher assigning a reading exercise that will take an hour of 
reading. That assignment was based on a certain amount of time that it would 
take to do the reading, say, 500 to 800 words per minute. If one reads at a rate 
of 250 words per minute, then that reading time has just become a minimum 
of twice as long for that individual. I was one of those individuals and therefore 
identified as a slow learner.

I was not a slow learner. I process information differently, and the method of 
teaching reading did not allow for that difference. When I was taught to read, 
they started by telling me to use my finger to point at each word as I said it out 
loud. When I mastered that, they told me to stop using my finger. Later, I was 
told to stop saying the words out loud. Finally, I was told to stop moving my 
lips, and that ended the lessons on how to read.

The problem was, I was still saying each word mentally, and that slow 
my ability to read fast. My mind would jump ahead of my reading and try to 
finish the sentences before I read them completely, and I would have to start all 
over and reread a number of times, slowing the process of reading even more. 
Therefore, I learned the tricks of not reading to pass assignments that most 
students use to get their work done on time. Plus, I developed a method 
of listening and memorizing material in class to compensate for the poor 
reading skills. I can honestly say that I did not read a book until I was around 
20 years old.

One Solution!
So, how did I learn to become a reader? The solution for me was to break the 

habit of saying each word mentally as I read. The problem was not that I could 
not read. I could read, but just slower than my mind was willing to wait. The 
key was to go back to the finger and move it faster, allowing my eyes to move 
across the words without giving them time to pronounce the words. When one 
enters a room, he or she does not pronounce everything they see mentally 
in the brain. The brain registers every item without having to pronounce it 
mentally. The same principle can be done with reading.

A simple method to increase one’s reading speed is to first find out what 
your reading speed is. Read for one minute and then count the words, and that 
will give you an idea of your speed. Then for practice, use your finger or a guide 
to move across the page fast enough so that you do not pronounce the words 
mentally. Do this for five minutes each day, and within 30 days, your reading 
rate should double. This will be frustrating at first because you’re retraining 
your mind to work more efficiently without the conflict of trying to pronounce 
each word as you read it.

This will develop your reading skills and is not shortcut as scanning or 
skimming skills they are different from reading skills. Reading skills allow you 
to comprehend at a faster rate of speed when reading and makes reading more 
enjoyable. However, this is not a solution for all reading problems. It is a method 
that one can try—it did work for me. I am never without a book now.

D.H.Coop is a retired fire/paramedic and retired teacher having taught IB and AP World History 
30 years. He continues to substitute, tutor and consult. www.HistoryDepot.com

mailto:Kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
http://www.barkatesmiles.com
http://www.HistoryDepot.com
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com


Raising the bar for what’s possible
Modern day educational facilities are more than buildings; they are special places where we go to learn, grow, interact, develop, and evolve. 
Ranked by ENR California as the 3rd largest K-12 builder, Balfour Beatty has been entrusted to build innovative, 21st Century spaces throughout 
Orange County for the past 20 years. We know we’re building more than a project - we’re building a future, and that future belongs to those 
with ambition and imagination.

What can we do for you? Contact us today to learn how we can guide 
you in building flexible 21st Century learning environments that serve the 
needs of your staff and students, and to request a free copy of our new book, 
Humanizing the Education Machine.

balfourbeattyus.com

Gil Fullen, Vice President, Education 
e. gfullen@balfourbeattyus.com
p. 949-502-4000

John Bernardy, Senior Vice President
e. jbernardy@balfourbeattyus.com
p. 949-502-4000

http://www.balfourbeattyus.com
mailto:gfullen%40balfourbeattyus.com?subject=
mailto:jbernardy%40balfourbeattyus.com?subject=


   WATER SAFETY
Be a “Water Watcher”  
around any body of water  
(even a bucket of water).  
Never let children swim  
alone. Install and maintain  
proper fencing around the  
pool/spa. Give your kids  
swim lessons.  
Children and adults drown 
without a sound.  
Don’t let them. 
ocfa.org 

   SLEEP SAFETY  
Never co-sleep side-by-side 
next to a child. When it 
comes to babies, be sure  
to place them on their back 
in a crib, on a firm, tight- 
fitting mattress. Remove  
pillow, blankets, crib bumper 
pads, and stuffed toys. Slats 
on crib should be less than 
23/8 inches apart.  
Help prevent suffocation  
and Sudden Infant Death  
Syndrome (SIDs). 
aap-oc.org 

Never leave a child unattended 
in a motor vehicle. Not when 
dropping off another child to 
day camp or summer school. 
Not if you’ve left the air   
conditioning on. And, also not 
even on a cool day. Children  
can be injured or die inside a 
car due to heat stroke. When 
driving with multiple people, 
offer to be the “Chosen Child 
Checker” to ensure no child is 
accidently left in the car. 
theraisefoundation.org 

A life-saving message from Orange County’s Child Abuse Prevention Council 
Programs and services provided by The Raise Foundation as the Child Abuse Prevention Council are made possible by funding from  

the Federal Government, State of California, County of Orange, and the Orange County Children’s Trust Fund. 

   Let’s Do it For the Kids… 
Be Even More Mindful 

 

 Keep Kids Safe, Healthy, and Happy. 
 

 

To  volunteer as a Raise Awareness Ambassador  
email: info@theraisefoundation.org 

http://www.ocfa.org
http://www.theraisefoundation.org
http://www.aap-oc.org
mailto:info%40theraisefoundation.org?subject=
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