
 
 

August 30, 2021 
Board Meeting Comments Clarifications 
 
Dear SVUSD Community, 
 
As we start our third week, I hope that our students and families have had a smooth start to the year.  It 
has been wonderful being on campuses and seeing the excitement of our students and staff as we 
welcomed our students to the 2021-22 school year!  
 
I wanted to take this opportunity to follow up on a few topics that were discussed at the last SVUSD 
Board meeting on August 19.  There was an array of inaccurate statements made by public speakers and 
circulating online, and I want to ensure that our stakeholders and community have accurate information 
regarding the happenings within our district. 
 
COVID-19 Vaccines & Vaccine Passports 
COVID-19 vaccines are not being administered at school sites, nor on any district property for 
students.  Vaccine Passports are not being utilized or instituted within SVUSD. 
 
Face Masks 
Per the most recent California Department of Public Health (CDPH), CAL/OSHA and the Orange County 
Health Care Agency (OCHCA) guidelines, and as I shared in my “Welcome Back” communication, face 
masks are required to be worn by students and adults while inside on a K-12 school campus or at an 
indoor event with students. While outside, students are not required to wear masks. There have been 
questions regarding mandates and guidance and what latitude, if any, the District has regarding 
enforcement.  On August 23, the CDPH released this memo, which clarifies the legal requirements for 
schools to implement the mask mandate indoors.  
 
Critical Race Theory 
Critical Race Theory (CRT) is not part of the SVUSD curriculum. SVUSD has been working hard to 
create an inclusive culture throughout the school district and in all classrooms.  Components such 
as cooperative and collaborative learning with real world connections, honoring students’ 
experiences, sharing inquiry and dialogue with social and emotional safety in mind are a few 
elements of this work.  Self-awareness and cultural competency are also aspects of this learning, 
along with ongoing reflection and examination of stereotypes. The adopted state standards and 
frameworks determine the age appropriate content and concepts taught. 
 
Comprehensive Sexual Education 
Comprehensive Sexual Education is not taught at the elementary level but is taught once in 
intermediate school and once in high school. In October 2015, Governor Brown signed into law 
AB329, which changed the California Comprehensive Sexual Health and HIV/AIDS Prevention 
Education Act to the California Healthy Youth Act. In addition to the sexual health and HIV/AIDS 
prevention curriculum, the California Healthy Youth Act is also intended to inform students and 
prevent bullying, so that school is a safe, accepting place for all students.  The law went into 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Requirement-for-Universal-Masking-Indoors-at-K-12-Schools.aspx


effect in January 2016.  The biggest change to the Education Code was the move to passive 
parental consent; parents must now “opt out” in writing instead of the previous requirement of 
active parent consent, or an “opt in". 
 
We now include a letter regarding this in our Annual Notification to Parents (ANTP).  SVUSD has 
made minimal changes to our current health curriculum; only changes that have been mandated 
by law, and those changes are in grades 7-12.   
 
Transparency and open lines of communication continue to be one of our top priorities and 
sharing accurate information with our stakeholders ensures that our community is apprised of 
the educational experiences of our students.  Thank you for your partnership. 
 
Crystal Turner, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

 
 


