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May 15, 2020 

Delivered via Electronic E-mail 

Re: Prior Written Notice Regarding Extended School Year ("ESY") Distance Learning 

for the 2019-2020 School Year 

Dear Parent(s): 

First and foremost, I sincerely hope that you and your family are healthy and safe. I am writing on 
behalf of the Saddleback Valley School District ("District") regarding the current situation within the 

District due to COVID-19.  Along with student learning, student health and safety are top priorities for 

our District.  This letter is meant to serve as notice regarding Extended School Year for the 2019-2020 
school year ("ESY 2020").  Your child has been determined by their IEP team to be eligible for ESY. 

This notice is provided in accordance with Title 34 Code of Federal Regulations, section 300.503, and is 

intended to stay in timely communication with you during this crisis.  

This letter is notifying you that the District's ESY 2020 is expected to be delivered via Distance 

Learning.  The Distance Learning program will be designed based on student's unique needs, grade 
level, and program enrollment. We acknowledge the impact of this information, the additional 

challenges it creates, and regret the need to make this decision due to this pandemic and restrictions. 

Description and Explanation of the Actions Proposed or Refused by District 

In the wake of the COVID-19 crisis, the District is taking all necessary precautions not to spread the 
virus.  As you know, the District closed its schools, effective March 16, 2020, through the end of the 

2019/2020 school year. We know that school closure is concerning, especially for our students with 

disabilities and want to ensure you that we have your student's education and safety at the forefront of 
all decisions being made and actions being taken. 

The District will know what ESY 2020 will look like closer to the scheduled start date on June 18, 2020, 
and after we have further guidance and input from the County Public Health Department, and state and 

local agencies.  However, we are in the planning process and we currently expect ESY 2020 will be 

provided through a similar distance learning platform that the District is currently utilizing, unless 
classroom, in-person instruction is feasible, implementable, and appropriate for ESY 2020.   



As previously indicated in prior written notices sent to your family on March 20, 2020 and April 3, 2020, 
the District determined that it was necessary to extend the closure of its school(s) to prevent/contain the 

spread of COVID-19 for a period which began on March 16, 2020 through the end of the school year. 
Since return from Spring Break on April 13, 2020, Distance Learning was enhanced to also include daily 

virtual sessions and direct IEP services to the maximum extent possible in alignment with students' IEPs.  
During the period of school closure due to COVID-19, the District has been providing continued 
instruction, available to all students, through Distance Learning which included both live and recorded 

instruction. In addition to the Distance Learning available to all students, the District has been providing 
additional Distance Learning supports that are specifically designed to support the specialized educational 

needs of students with IEPs during the school closure.  This specialized Distance Learning program had a 
variety of forms based on each student's individual needs and may have included learning modalities such 
as:  Online instruction; internet-based curriculum, links, and videos within Google Classroom; telephonic 

instruction; sending home packets or paper copies of assignments; some form of independent study; virtual 
office hours, scheduled virtual appointments, and/or instructional phone conferences for the provision of 

specialized academic supports; telephonic and teletherapy counseling services, speech and language 
therapy, other DIS services; collaboration with general education teachers regarding appropriate 
accommodations and supports for students within the general education virtual classes; and  teacher 

consultation with students and parents regarding student work and learning activities/goals.  

Evaluation procedures, assessments, records and/or reports used as a basis for the District's proposed 

and/or refused actions, Description of Options Considered by the District, and Description of Other 

Information Relevant to the District's Decision 

  

The school closure has been required based on the COVID-19 pandemic, health and safety concerns, and 
necessity given the District's need to provide a safe learning environment for students and a safe working 

environment for staff.  It is this necessity at the base of the very serious decision to temporarily close our 

schools.  Due to this necessity, and taking into account all of the District's educational and legal 
obligations, we do not believe there are other viable options available at this point in time. 

 

If new information becomes available, the decision about whether or not to provide a different form of 
instructional access for ESY 2020 may change.  Additionally, when schools re-open for instruction, 

District staff will closely monitor your child 's skills and performance, to confirm whether or not there are 

any concerns with educational progress or regression due to the school closure.  If there are any such 
concerns, District staff will notify you, and if necessary, will convene an IEP meeting to discuss your 

child's individual needs. 

 
Notice of Parental Rights, Procedural Safeguards, and Resources 

 

Please be advised that the parents of a child with a disability have protection under the procedural 
safeguards of 34 Code of Federal Regulations Section 300.503.  In that regard, enclosed please find a 
link to procedural safeguards for your review; PDF version also attached to electronic copy, and hard 

copy available to be mailed upon request.  If you would like help in understanding the procedural 
safeguards, the following sources are available: 

 
South Orange County Local Plan Area 
25631 Peter A. Hartman Way 

Mission Viejo, CA  92691 



  
California Department of Education 

1430 North Street, Ste. 2401 
Sacramento, California 94814 

 

As updates are made available to the District, we will stay in communication with you as promptly as 

possible. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Diane Clark 
Director, Special Education 

 

Enclosures:  

Procedural Safeguards Link: http://www.svusd.org/departments/educational-services/special-education 
Procedural Safeguards PDF 

 


