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Meeting Minutes 
Measure B Citizens’ Oversight Committee 

8:30 a.m., February 16, 2017, District Education Center 

 
The following minutes are the unofficial proceedings and have been approved for public viewing but 
have not been officially accepted by the Citizens’ Oversight Committee (COC) until the scheduled  
August 17, 2017 Committee Meeting. 
 
 1. Call to Order 

 
The Regular Quarterly Meeting of the Citizens’ Oversight Committee was called to order by 
Chairman Donald Froelich at 8:35 a.m. in the District Education Center of Saddleback Valley 
Unified School District, 25631 Peter A. Hartman Way, Mission Viejo, California. 

 
  Roll Call of Members 
  

Members Present  Members Absent  SVUSD Staff Members 
Donald Froelich   Stuart Luce   Stella Escario-Doiron 
Ernestine Jones   Matt Kasa             Keri Follmer 
Mark Tettemer        Larmecha Huff 
Walter Fawcett       Cecilia Ray 
        Jeanne Serich 
        Tiffani Volpe 

            
    
2.  Approval of November 17, 2016 Meeting Minutes 

 
Chairman Donald Froelich noted there was an error on page three of the minutes; “Matthew 
Luce” should be changed to “Matthew Kasa”.  On motion by Chairman Donald Froelich, and 
seconded by Member Ernestine Jones, the Meeting Minutes of November 17, 2016 were 
approved with the noted changes.   

 
3. Public Comment on Agenda Items 
  

None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
4. Citizens’ Oversight Committee Members Term Update  
 

Stella Escario-Doiron relayed that the wavier for term updates on Chairman Donald Froelich and 
Members Ernestine Jones and Stuart Luce were submitted in January 2017 to the California 
Department of Education (CDE).  She received SVEA and CSEA letters, both unions had no issues 
with the members’ waivers.  Term renewals for Members Matthew Kasa and Mark Tettemer will 
be submitted to the April 6, 2017 Board Meeting for approval, as those members’ terms are set 
to expire in May 2017.   
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
5. New Board Member Selection Process and Timeline 
 

Stella Escario-Doiron reviewed the New Member Application Timeline with the Committee and 
confirmed that one seat would be filled, unless current Members Mark Tettemer and Matt Kasa 
did not want to renew their terms.  Member Mark Tettemer confirmed that he wished to 
continue serving on the committee and Stella said that she would contact Member Matthew 
Kasa regarding his position.  A Public Notice advertisement will be placed regarding the 
application process and deadlines.  The new member will be confirmed at the April 6, 2017 
Board Meeting.     

 
 
 ACTION ITEMS 
 
6.      Approval of Amended and Restated Independent Citizen’s Oversight Committee Bylaws 
 

Chairman Donald Froelich inquired if the Board approves the Bylaws, to which Stella Escario-
Doiron confirmed they would be sent to the March 9, 2017 Board Meeting for approval.  The 
Committee is currently using the original set of Bylaws which had never been modified since the 
establishment of the Citizens’ Oversight Committee (COC).  The Committee was asked to discuss 
or approve the proposed amendments to the Bylaws.  Stella Escario-Doiron said that amending 
the Bylaws would allow the Committee greater flexibility in several areas, now that the Measure 
B funded projects are nearing completion.  These areas included having seven members instead 
of ten, reducing the number of required meetings a year from four to one, and allowing them to 
serve two consecutive two-year terms, as well as updating the categories that members 
represent from the community or professional business sectors, such as allowing for there to be 
two to five “general” members.  Member Ernestine Jones said that she would like to have the 
flexibility to hold two meetings a years, if there were no new Business items to discuss.   
 
 
Chairman Donald Froelich also asked if the District’s Board Members participate in Ethics 
Training classes, and if so, were the classes available to the COC Members, as he was not sure 
that it was needed at this time, but would like to know for the future.  Stella Escario-Doiron said 
that she would look into this option for the Committee.   
 
Chairman Donald Froelich asked if the Committee had to complete and submit a Form 700 to 
the District, which Stella Escario-Doiron stated that they did not. Administrative District 
employees submit the Form 700 to the Superintendent’s Office on an annual basis, but the COC 
Committee Members did not have to.   
 
Member Stuart Luce inquired why the Ethics Policy Statement was changed in Bullet II, from 
“two years” to “three years”.   Stella Escario-Doiron said that she could ask regarding why the 
time period was changed and would notify the committee.   
 
Member Mark Tettemer made a motion to approve the revised Bylaws as proposed.  The 
motion was seconded by member Stuart Luce.  The motion was passed unanimously.   
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 
  
7.       Election of Vice-Chair  
  

Chairman Don Froelich opened the floor for nominations for the Vice Chairman of the COC 
Committee.  Member Stuart Luce nominated Member Ernestine Jones, who accepted the 
nomination.  There were no other nominations submitted.  Stella Escario-Doiron closed the 
nominations and made a motion for Member Ernestine Jones to be Vice Chairwoman of the COC 
Committee.  Member Mark Tettemer seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   

  
8. Acceptance of Prop. 39 Financial Performance Audit Report 
 

The Prop. 39 Financial and Performance Audit Report was presented to the Committee by Royce 
Townsend, a partner of Vavrink, Trine, Day & Co., LLP.  Mr. Townsend outlined the Audit Report, 
which had been sent to the Committee prior to the meeting for review.  Member Stuart Luce 
inquired if the District’s Financial Controls, in relation to the Measure B projects, were accurate 
and complete, to which Mr. Townsend confirmed that they were.  Chairman Donald Froelich 
inquired if the projects listed were in conformity, which Mr. Townsend confirmed. Member 
Stuart Luce said that in the years since Measure B was in place, the project list became bigger 
than anyone had expected.  The projects were based on the need at the schools, not by the 
project’s budget.  Mr. Townsend commented that the District was requested to download 
expenses by project, which was shown in the report.  Based on the firm’s review, the financial 
information aligned in conclusion with their summary in the report and there were no issues.   
 
Mr. Townsend said that the biggest challenge may be for the Committee to determine how to 
spend the remaining monies.  An annual audit will continue until the funds are completed used.  
Member Stuart Luce asked if the firm provides a map for using the remaining funds at the end of 
the Bond Project, to which Mr. Townsend said no, the firm does not.    Stella Escario-Doiron 
shared that the District has a plan for the remaining monies on modernization projects.   Tiffani 
Volpe will continue to provide the Committee with a report outlining the remaining funds and 
that Developer Fees or other monies will be used to supplement and complete the projects.  She 
anticipates the Committee continuing through 2018.   The Committee had no further questions 
regarding the Audit Report.  Member Ernestine Jones made a motion to accept the independent 
Audit Report, which was seconded by Member Mark Tettemer, and was passed unanimously.   

   
9. Approval of the 12th Annual Citizens’ Oversight Committee Report  
 

Stella Escario-Doiron reviewed the Committee Report’s elements, which was set to be 
presented at the March 9, 2017 Board Meeting.  The Members were asked to review their 
biographies and to submit changes prior to the Board Meeting. Member Ernestine Jones said 
that she would submit an updated biography.  Chairman Donald Froelich said that he and 
Member Ernestine Jones would attend the Board Meeting and present the report, but that 
other Committee members could also attend if they wished. Member Mark Tettemer confirmed 
that he would also attend.  Chairman Donald Froelich made a motion to approve the 12th Annual 
Citizens’ Oversight Committee Report, which was seconded by Member Ernestine Jones and 
passed unanimously. 
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10. Facilities Planning & Construction Update on Construction Projects 
 

Stella Escario-Doiron reviewed the report with the Committee.  She also provided slides to the 
Committee on recently completed projects.  Included in the slide show was the Trabuco Hills 
High School Synthetic Turf & Track Replacement, which was not a Measure B-funded project but 
one that has received positive feedback from the community.  In addition, the District’s 
telephone system was updated, as it was failing at times.  The upgrade is scheduled for 
completion in April 2017, which would include all 35 school sites and the District Office.  Stella 
Escario-Doiron also showed images of the finished classrooms and spaces that were modernized 
at Cielo Vista Elementary and Trabuco Mesa Elementary Schools.  The projects were delayed 
slightly due to this year’s rain, however, final touch-up work will be completed by the end of 
spring.  The Committee will tour the sites in either May or August 2017, to see the final result of 
the modernization projects.  The District’s energy projects (Phase II and III) were funded through 
Prop. 39 and included items such as changing to LED lights and updating control systems for 
interior/exterior lighting systems.    

 
Member Ernestine Jones inquired on how the District’s solar project was progressing, to which 
Stella Escario-Doiron said that it is in the early stages and that savings were being tracked.  
There was a spike in usage when the system came online, but the District is seeing a savings in 
regards to energy, as it leased the solar system and a flat rate is paid per kilowatt.  The District is 
not yet at the end of the first year of the solar project, but anticipates a possible savings of 
twenty percent.  Member Ernestine Jones asked if the District had received complaints 
regarding the solar panels at the school sites, to which Stella Escario-Doiron confirmed that a 
few residents near Mission Viejo High School had complained regarding trees being removed 
from the parking lot for the solar panels, or that the solar panels blocked their view of the 
school.  The District continues to work with residents on these issues to be a good citizen in the 
community, however, it is difficult to make everyone happy in every situation.   

 
Stella Escario-Doiron updated the Committee that the District is underway on various Career 
Technical Education (CTE) Grant-funded projects.  Secondary schools’ woodshop and 
automotive classrooms are being remodeled to be used as computer training classrooms with 
3D printers, etc.  She also shared that the District is moving forward on modernization plans for 
Lake Forest and Portola Hills Elementary Schools (ES).  Plans for Portola Hills ES are scheduled to 
be submitted (tentatively) in late May to the Department of the State Architect’s (DSA) San 
Diego office, with Lake Forest ES’s plans being submitted in late July.  Review of the plans takes 
approximately six to eight months.  In addition, the District is working with DSA to close-out and 
certify smaller projects that did not get closed in terms of paperwork.  These are required to be 
closed before new projects can be submitted.  Various locations of The Learning Connection 
(TLC) child care sites at the District’s elementary schools have project work underway to address 
items needing refurbishment, such as carpeting and cabinetry, but no technical upgrades.   
 

11. Financial Consolidated Expenditure Report  
 

Tiffani Volpe reviewed the report with the Committee and noted that the costs for the 
modernization projects at Cielo Vista ES and Trabuco Mesa ES Schools reflect construction costs 
as of the end of December 2016, as they are ongoing and the projects have not yet been 
completed.  Stella Escario-Doiron noted that every school site in the District has received 
Measure B funds for some type of modernization.  Member Ernestine Jones asked if Aliso 
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Elementary’s school site is currently being used, to which Stella Escario-Doiron confirmed that it 
is being used by OPA, a Charter School.  She said that the District currently has two charter 
schools:  Gates Elementary and OPA.   In addition, if the District updates its elementary sites 
with certain technology, the Charter School sites also receive the technology at no cost.  The 
District also loses “average daily attendance” or ADA funds from the California Department of 
Education, for those students who leave the District to attend a Charter School.   

 
Tiffani Volpe completed presenting the report to the Committee and Stella Escario-Doiron 
congratulated the Committee and the District at an excellent job over the past twelve years in 
keeping the project’s soft costs (construction manager fees, etc.) to twenty (20) percent of the 
overall project’s amount, especially given the size of some of the projects.  Member Ernestine 
Jones confirmed that the District has done an excellent job of keeping the soft costs low on the 
projects over the years.   The Committee had no further questions regarding the report.  

 
12.  2016-17 Calendar 

 
Stella Escario-Doiron said that the calendar might be modified to allow for a site tour in May 
2017 and she requested that the committee let her know of any new topics that they might 
want to discuss in August.  The Committee did not have to hold a summer meeting unless one is 
needed.   

 
13. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items 
 

  None 
 

14. Future Items 
 

Member Stuart Luce said the Committee had requested that Jeff Starr, Assistant Superintendent 
of Business Services, attend one of the COC Meetings and discuss how declining enrollment and 
the area’s changing demographics were impacting the District.  Stella Escario-Doiron will check 
with Jeff Starr to see if this can be scheduled for a future meeting.  Member Ernestine Jones 
inquired what the return was on the Districts’ investments in recent years.  Stella Escario-Doiron 
said that she would inquire but believed it was minimal, such as one-to-two percent for funds.   

 
15.   Next Regular Meeting 

 
The next scheduled meeting of the COC is set for Thursday, May 11, 2017.  A meeting invitation 
will be sent to the Committee a few weeks before.   
 

 
  16.   Adjournment 
   
  Chairman Donald Froelich adjourned the meeting at 9:53 am.   

 


