


What would you like to do on a typical Tuesday night in college?  
What about on a typical Saturday night?
When we ask Collegewise students this question, we get answers like “Playing video games with my new 
friends in the dorms,” “Talking politics at a coffee shop,” and “Going to the big football game.” With some 
notable exceptions, like military academies and strict religiously affiliated colleges, kids are going to find 
a way to have their good ol’ college fun. Just how prevalent do you want that kind of fun to be? Think 
about what you’d like to be doing in your free time and look for schools where that will be possible.

Do you have any idea what you want to do with your life?
We haven’t met many successful adults who discovered their career paths when they were 17, but if you 
already have a future career in mind, it should probably be a key criterion to consider when creating 
your college list. Do a little career research and find out where people successful in the field went to 
college and what they studied. You might be surprised by what you find. For example, Google and Apple 
employ more graduates from San Jose State than they do from Berkeley, UCLA, or MIT.

Do you want to go to college in a place that’s different or similar  
to where you live now?
College can be a four-year opportunity to live somewhere very different from where you live now. But 
that’s not the right opportunity for everyone. It’s good to consider just how much change you want to 
take on. One of our former Collegewise students said he wanted to be someplace different because he’d 
lived in the same gated community his entire life. He even began one of his “Why this college?” essays 
with this line: “I have never met anyone from Arkansas, and I think it’s about time that I do.”

Do you want to be with students who are like you or different from you?
Differences can come in lots of forms, like ethnicity, sexual orientation, religious beliefs, and political 
views. Some colleges are a lot more diverse than others, so it’s a good idea to consider how important 
that is to you. A popular college application essay question asks you to describe how you’ll contribute to 
the diversity of the campus community. Schools that ask that question tend to be proud of their diverse 
student population and look for students who want to become a part of it.

What’s your family’s college budget?
You can’t do a responsible college search without knowing your family’s financial limits. If your parents 
are uncomfortable discussing this topic, ask them to share the budget in “round numbers.” But don’t 
automatically eliminate any college that’s over your family’s budget. You won’t know the amount of any 
potential financial aid package until you’re actually admitted. It would never be a good idea to apply to 
a long list of schools your family couldn’t possibly afford. But don’t cross every school off your list that 
exceeds your family’s budget, either.
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(888) 648-9473 • collegewise.com
Schedule a free consultation today. 


