TRABUCO HILLS HIGH SCHOOL
27501 Mustang Run
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
(949) 768-1934
Ms. Janine Salanitro

Dear THHS English 1 Honors/IB Student:
Please share this letter with your parents.
Welcome to Trabuco Hills High School! You have decided to embrace the most challenging level of English. The
teachers of this class are committed to providing a learning environment that is both informative and rigorous. If you take
advantage of what is offered, you will be prepared for grade level standardized testing, advanced placement assessments,
and college admission requirements.
As part of your preparation for next year’s English 1 Honors/IB class, it is necessary for you to complete a Summer
Reading Assignment (SRA). The selection for each grade level is tied to a literary focus, theme(s), or motif(s) that will be
explored during the school year. The SRA for English 1 Honors/IB is Kathyrn Stockett’s novel, The Help. This novel
is available in local libraries, bookstores, and on-line. Please be certain to have a book copy (no e-readers such as Kindles
or Nooks, graphic novels, or abridged publications) for making annotations and for use in classroom activities the first
few weeks of school. Read closely and carefully (annotations are strongly suggested) as this reading assignment will be
one of the first grades in your English class for the first quarter. Please refer to the additional information following the
closure of this letter which pertains to effective annotations and engaging reading suggestions.
Additionally, all English 1 Honors/IB students will be required to complete a written assessment and objective exam
based on the SRA, The Help. These assessments will be completed with the first two weeks of school.
Furthermore, following activities, discussions, and assessments of The Help, the first unit focuses on Greek culture,
society, and literature. English 1 Honors/IB students will be reading Robert Fitzgerald’s translation of The Odyssey. This
translation is available from book sellers and in public libraries. As this first unit proves challenging and rigorous for
students, consider utilizing time during these summer months to read this selection so that a second reading during the
school year renders greater clarity.
In the event you lose this letter over the summer, you may obtain this information on the Trabuco Hills High School
website: www.trabucohills.org.

Sincerely,
Janine Salanitro
Assistant Principal
Curriculum and Guidance
and
The English 1 Honors/IB Teachers

A Guide for Effective Note-taking and Annotations
Research has shown that people who read actively, people who take notes as they read, people who process
what they are reading… these people have higher comprehension skills and much higher levels of critical
thinking abilities. As you read literature, read actively, and try to figure out and process main ideas and literary
elements. Always try to make connections to certain themes. Always think, “WHY did the author describe a
character or setting a certain way?” or “WHAT is the author trying to teach me about a certain topic?” Be an
active and intelligent reader.
Use a variety of notes as you learn to become ACTIVE readers:
1. DICTION: Explain and identify key words in the text. How do certain keywords add meaning to a
story? Analyze the denotation and connotation. What other synonyms could the author have
used? Why did the author use that word and not a synonym? How does the word sound? What other
life connections or associations does that particular word evoke? In what other situations have you seen
this word used? Does the author use the word in the same way as you have seen it used? Ultimately,
how does a particular word evoke the author’s tone and purpose?
2. QUESTION: Formulate questions as you read. Read between the lines to figure out the tone or attitude
of the writer. When asking a question, try to formulate an educated guess about the answer. Your
answer does not have to be correct, but it should try to address the question. Then, at the conclusion of
the story, you can go back and see whether your questions are answered, and whether your guesses were
correct or not.
3. PREDICT: Make predictions as you read based on what you know about life and the story. Use your
knowledge of how a story works to guess at the way events will conclude. Take risks with your
predictions. Although your predictions should be reasonable, they need not always turn out to be
accurate.
4. SUMMARIZE: At appropriate points in the story, stop to review the facts that have been
presented. Identify what seems to be the main idea in each chapter or paragraph, but do this in one
sentence. List the most important points of the reading, in terms of the plot.
5. THEMES: Explain what a particular passage means and what the author seems to be saying about a
certain topic. Identify elements in the story that give clues to the author’s theme. How does a particular
passage, sentence or event convey a possible theme?
6. CHARACTERS: Explain how an action or statement of a character reveals some aspect of the
character’s personality of development. Identify what the action or statement seems to be saying about
the character. What judgment can you make about the character?
7. SYMBOLISM: Any time the author describes setting, colors or objects, he/she might be trying to use
these elements as symbols in the story that support a certain theme. Sometimes, these elements are used
to paint a certain mood, feeling or tone. Try to identify what the author is trying to convey through these
descriptions.
8. LITERARY ELEMENTS: Identify literary and stylistic elements as you read. Refer to your lecture
notes, “Elements of a Short Story” to identify and dissect each story as you read
9. PERSONAL/EMOTIONAL CONNECTIONS: As you read, if you find yourself identifying with a
certain character or have experienced similar situations, indicate it on the post-it by writing, “I can
identify with this character/situation because…” If you feel a certain emotion as you read, write, “I
feel… because…” OR “This is so…. because…” OR “This reminds me of…because…”
10. MISCELLANEOUS: Record any other meaningful connections as you read that will keep your mind
active.

