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Dear THHS English 3 Honors Student: 
 
You have decided to take the most challenging level of English, next year.  As the teachers of this course, we 
are committed to providing a learning environment that is informative and rigorous; if you take advantage of 
what is offered, you will be prepared for grade level standardized testing and four-year college admission. 
 
As part of your preparation for next year’s English class, it is necessary for you to complete a Summer Reading 
Assignment (SRA).  The works selected for the SRA are tied to a theme, literary focus, motif, or essential 
question that will be covered during the school year.  Please review the requirements carefully.  This 
assignment will become one of the first grades in English 3 Honors. 
 
Choose one of the following novels.  You may want to visit a bookstore, public library, or book retailer website 
to learn some information about the author or subject of the books before you make your selection.  Please be 
aware that these novels contain various levels of mature content. 
 
Catch 22 by Joseph Heller   A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway 
All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy   Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey 
 
Additionally, read A Streetcar Named Desire, a play by Tennessee Williams. 
 
Please annotate these works with highlighting and margin notes that include questions, personal connections, 
and identification of other pertinent elements.  Demonstrating the strategies you have been taught about making 
meaning using close reading skills will provide evidence of your ability to move beyond literal comprehension 
with these literary works.   
 
All students will be required to complete a writing sample based on the SRA during one of our first, class 
meetings.  Additionally, you may be asked to take an objective test on the selections you read and/or participate 
in a group activity.  Some of this will be determined based on the model we use to open in the fall. 
 
We encourage you to do as much reading as possible over the summer.  If you need some ideas, please check 
out the California Department of Education website for ideas. 
 
We wish you a safe and healthy summer break and look forward to meeting you in August. 
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