
 

 
 

 
 

   
  

 

 
  

  
 

   
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  
 

  
  

   
  

 
 

 
   

  
 

 

 
   

  

 
 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
  

  

  
  

 
 
 

      
 

  

 
 
 

       
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

  
 

  
 

 
   
  
  
  
  
   

 

      
         

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

    
 

  
 

  
 

 

    
 

  
 

 

   
 

  
 

  
 

 

Mission Viejo High School 
International Baccalaureate Programme 

IB Coordinators: Mrs. Gerwatosky (Kimberly.Gerwatosky@svusd.org) 

Mrs. Jones (Stephanie.Jones@svusd.org) 

Mission Viejo High School’s IB 
Diploma Programme was 

established in 1985, which 
makes us the FIRST and OLDEST 

in Orange County. 

Class of 2024 Highlights: 
▪ 45 IB Anticipated, Course 

and Full Diploma students 
in 2024 

▪ Of the 15 Full Diploma 
candidates, 13 students 
earned the IB full diploma 

▪ In 2024, MVHS had 104 
subject registrations; 93% 
of exams were passed with 
a score of 4 or higher 

▪ The 3-year exam pass rate 
is 92% 

▪ MVHS students earning the 
IB full diploma passed with 
an average of 30 points: 24 
points are required to earn 
a full diploma 

▪ MVHS average exam score 
in 2024 was 4.92 points 

▪ Highest diploma score 
awarded to a student: 37 
points out of 45 possible 

MVHS IB Alumni have graduated 
from or are currently attending: 

Air Force Academy, BYU, Brown 
University, Cal Poly SLO, CSUF, 
CSULB, CS San Diego, Chapman 
University, Cornell University, 
Edinburgh University, Indiana 
University, Johns Hopkins, Loyola 
Marymount, MIT, NYU- Stern School 
of Business, Santa Clara University 
Stanford, UC Berkeley, UCLA, UCSD 
UC Santa Barbara, UC Santa Cruz 
UC Irvine, UC Riverside, UC Santa 
Cruz, USC, University of Florida, 
University of Pennsylvania, 
University of Toronto, US Naval 
Academy 

What is the IB Diploma Programme? 
The Diploma Programme (DP) is a curriculum framework designed by the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) for students in the last two years of high school. IB Students 
graduating with the IB diploma are able to study at universities all around the world, 
often with advanced credit. Students report that their involvement with the IB has given 
them the tools needed to succeed at college. In particular, students comment on their 
sense of preparedness, self-confidence, research skills and their ability to manage their 
time. Even more important, they have developed a sense of the world around them and 
their responsibility to it. 

How do colleges and universities view the Diploma Programme? 
The Diploma Programme is internationally recognized as representing one of the highest 
standards in university preparatory education. More than 1,000 colleges and universities 
in North America have recognition policies on how they weight it in admissions, 
advanced standing, college credit and scholarships. 

Is the IB Programme a good fit for you? 
The IB Programme is a rigorous course of study for motivated students. That said, prior 
academic success is less an indicator of ability to earn the diploma than are a student’s 
determination to do his or her best, willingness to be organized in order to complete the 
work while leading a full, balanced life, and a strong commitment to learning in and 
beyond the classroom. 

IB Diploma Requirements 

Core Courses 

Diploma Candidates study 6 subjects in 
two years from the following groups: 
Group 1: Language A 
Group 2: Language B 
Group 3: Individuals and Societies 
Group 4: Experimental Sciences 
Group 5: Mathematics 
Group 6: The Arts 

(Instead of selecting a course from Group 6, students 
may elect to study another subject from 3 or Group 
4) 

Candidates must select: 
3 subjects to study at higher level (HL) 
3 subjects to study at standar level (SL) 
During the two-year programme, 
candidates are assessed both internally 
and externally in each subject. 

The Extended Essay (EE) 
The extended essay has a prescribed limit of 4,000 words. It offers the 
oppurtunity to investigate a topic of individual interest and aquaints 
students with the independent research and writing skills expected at 
the university level. 

Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 
The interdisciplinary Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course is designed to 
provide coherence by eploring the nature of knowledge across 
disciplines, encouraging an appreciation of other culture perspectives. 

Creativity, Acitivty, & Service (CAS) 
Paticipation in the school’s CAS programme encourages candidates to 
be involved in artistic pursuits, physical activity, and community service 
work. The programme fosters students’ awareness and appreciation of 
life outside the academic arena. 



   
 

 
        

 
 

    

 

 

    

    

 
 

 

    
 

 
 

    
 

    

 
 

    
 

    
 

 

    

 
 

   
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
             

 

  
  

 

  
 

 
 

 
         

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

MVHS IB Diploma Course Sequence & Curriculum 

Subject 
Groups 

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

Subject 1: 
Language A 

English 1 Honors English 2 Honors English 3 Literature AP English 4 HL2 (Humanities) 

Subject 2: Spanish 1, 2 Spanish 2,3 Spanish 4 AP/HL1 Spanish 5 HL2 
Language 
Acquisition 

French 1, 2 French 2, 3 French 4 AP/HL1 French 5 HL2 

Subject 3: 
Individuals & 
Societies 

Human Geography AP World History AP US History AP History of the Americas 
(Humanities) 

Subject 4: 
Sciences 

Biology Honors Chemistry Honors Environmental Systems AP Environmental Systems and 
Societies HL 

Biology Honors Chemistry Honors Physics AP Physics HL2 

Subject 5: 
Mathematics 

Algebra 1 Geometry Honors Algebra 2 Honors Applications and 
Interpretation 

Geometry Honors Algebra 2 Honors Precalculus Honors Apps and Interpretations 
OR 

Calculus A/B AP 

Geometry Honors Algebra 2 Honors Apps and Interpretation AP Statistics 

Subject 6: 
Elective 

Psychology SL 
Music Composition SL 

Visual Arts SL 
Theatre HL1 

Psychology SL 
Music Composition SL 

Visual Arts SL/HL 
Theatre HL2 

Additional Science (ESS) 

Please see the IB Coordinators to plan your IB Diploma Pathway and make sure you meet the prerequisites to 

enter the full diploma program. 

DP Core Requirements 

11th Grade 12th Grade 
Creativity/Activity/Service (CAS): 
Real purposeful activities with significant outcomes 

CAS Experiences & Project 
(Tuesday Tutorials) 

CAS Experiences & Project 
(Tuesday Tutorials) 

Theory of Knowledge (TOK): 
Reflects on the nature of knowledge and on how we know what we 
claim to know 

Theory of Knowledge 
Intro to topics and themes 

(Tuesday Tutorials) 

Theory of Knowledge 
Complete TOK Essay and 

Exhibition 
(Humanities) 

Extended Essay (EE): 
An independent essay on a self-selected subject, guided by a faculty 
supervisor 

Extended Essay proposal, 
selection of Supervisor 

and first 6 pages. 
(Tuesday Tutorials) 

Extended Essay due in 
November 

(Humanities) 


