MRS. AVILA’S

NINTH GRADE HONORS GLOBALIZATION & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COURSE SYLLABUS (GLOBAL CONNECT)
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Honors Globalization and International Relations is a one-year Social Science course that introduces students to the forces, events, individuals and issues that define the increasing interaction and interdependence of the people and nations of our 21st century world.  This is an honors class and the rigor of coursework and assessments will reflect the honors level.  The curriculum’s central presentations, interactive workshops, readings, computer-writing prompts, team and individual student projects are based on the disciplines of geography, political science, economics, anthropology, sociology, and international studies.

This course has been created through a unique collaboration between UCI School of Social Sciences’ faculty and graduate students and the educators and administrators at Saddleback Valley Unified School District’s Laguna Hills High School and Newport Mesa Unified School District’s Newport Harbor High School.
COURSE OUTLINE:

Semester I:  A general introduction to the primary forces and issues of 21st century globalization.  (Technological Revolution, Cultural Diversity, Economic Interdependence, Shared Global Issues Identified via Millennium Goals).

I. Introduction to21st Century Globalization

II. The Project of Change:  Millennium Development Goals

III. Wealth of Nations: Levels of Development & Economic Interdependence
Semester II:  Focus on the role and powers of the state and the interaction between the states in our contemporary world.  Demonstrate the breadth of global perspectives by studying political profiles of failed states and emerging powers:  and current issues of peace and conflict.

I. Introduction to International Relations 
II. Emerging Powers:  BRIC Countries ( Brazil, Russia, India & China) with Independent Research Projects Examine China 

III. Social Movements

COURSE FORMAT:  

Monday:  Students explore political geography through a two-fold approach.  In the first half, students will learn the physical locations (name of nation/state major bodies of water) and statistics associated to a particular area, in the second they will get an in depth reading/video biography of local individuals who have contributed to their respective regions.
Tuesday:  Introduction of a new issue or concept related to 21st century globalization.  Use of University research based power points on each theme are used as the primary sources.

Wednesday: Interactive workshops reinforce the concept of the week 

Thursday:  Literacy exercises used to strengthen the critical understanding of each topic while reinforcing the weekly theme.  These exercises can include: source readings with related classroom dialogues; directed writing prompts; computer based research-inquiry challenges and/or documentary video viewings.

Friday:  Teacher will reserve the end of the week for assessments (exams/vocabulary or map quizzes); completion of team projects; use of computer labs for work on research or writing assignments; or at the teacher’s discretion the introduction of an original activity to reinforce the theme of the week.

GRADING POLICY:

· Students will be assigned various homework assignments, which may consist of bookwork, research, writing prompts, projects or readings.

· Fridays are usually quiz or test days.  Semester finals are the exceptions and test dates will be given in advance.  Pop quizzes may be given at any time teacher deems appropriate.
· Students will be expected to participate for points.

· All assignments/tests are given a point value.  A percentage is determined based on the result of the total number of points earned divided by the total number of points possible.

· The following weighted grading scale is used to determine the cumulative grade.

A =  90 -100%

B =  89 - 80%

C =  79 - 70%

D =  69 - 60%

F =  59 -   0%

INTERVENTION FOR STUDENTS:


In addition, any student who is earning a C- grade is required to come to my Tutorial at least once a week and may need to come in at lunch for one on one further review and or explanation of course material.  

1. Late Work.  Any missed work or assignments will only be allowed to be made-up for full credit for excused absences.  It is the student’s responsibility to attend a tutorial period for the assistance necessary to catch up on missing work or tests.  Students can only earn 50% of the total points possible on late work.  This includes homework and classwork. No late work will be accepted after 2 weeks. 

2. Test.  If you are absent for a test you only have 1 week to make-up the missed test.  Student must sign up for a tutorial to take the missed test.
3. Late Projects.  One letter grade will be deducted for each late day.

CLASSROOM RULES:

1) Be on time

2) Bring necessary materials to class.  
3) No cell phones or any electronics

4) Be courteous and respectful

5) Follow school dress code and behavioral conduct ( See Student Handbook)

6) Have fun!!

LAGUNA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL
ETHICS POLICY

ACADEMIC HONESTY

Saddleback Valley Unified School District     AR 5131.9

Students of the Saddleback Valley Unified School District are subject to an Ethics Policy that deals with students who cheat on tests or plagiarize assignments.  All tests, quizzes, reports, homework, other assignments and any school related test (i.e., CAHSEE, AP, IB, STAR) are subject to this policy
CONSEQUENCES:

1)  First offense – student will be warned

2)  Second offense – teacher will assign a or detention

3)  Third offense – parent will be notified and Saturday school will be given

4)  Fourth offense – in house or home suspension

Necessary material:

1. Paper college ruled

2. Black or Blue pen 
3. Pencils

4. Highlighter

5. Red pen for correcting 

6. 2  inch Binder with 3 tabs: 
(1) Geo Book 
 
(2) Power Point Bk
 
(3) Graded work
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS PLEASE CONTACT ME AT:
E-mail:  AVILAY@SVUSD.ORG

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please fill out this portion, detach and return to Mrs. Avila by 10-2-16
I understand the rules, requirements and responsibilities listed in Mrs. Avila’s Honors Globalization and International Relations Course Syllabus.

Student Name (Please print)
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Student Signature:

__________________________________________

Parent Signature:
__________________________________________

Contact phone #
___________________________________
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____________
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____________

