
ETHS Grade 10 Honors English 
Top 10 Reading List 

 

 
“The man who does not read good books 

has no advantage over the man who can’t read them.” 
-- Mark Twain 

 
Beloved by Toni Morrison 
     Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen 
             The Color Purple by Alice Walker 
                  The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
                        A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 
                                Between Shades of Grey by Ruta Septys 
                                     Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson  
                                          The Memory Keeper’s Daughter by Kim Edwards 
                                                  All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr  
                                                       A Long Way Gone, Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah  
  
  
During the the summer, the incoming sophomore Honors students have the opportunity to choose 
one of the titles above. These works of literary merit may focus on characters involved in realistic 
situations and coping with, at times, controversial topics, or mature language and themes such 
as: physical or sexual violence, dealing with substance abuse, bullying, discrimination, prejudice, 
self-harm, mental health issues, as well as responsibility, self-respect, perseverance, and 
courage. 
 
These books can be empowering tools for you as you try to make sense of and navigate your 
place in our modern world. All of these titles have been carefully selected to appeal to a wide 
variety of student interests and reading abilities. This assignment is intended as a free reading 
supplement to the core works required at each grade level. Each individual Honors teacher will 
utilize the summer reading books in a manner appropriate to his/her individual class when school 
resumes in the fall. The overall goal of this assignment is to provide you with an additional means 
to increase your literacy skills over the summer as well as to practice ELA reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking standards at the beginning of the school year. 
 
Please engage in research of the titles and a conversation with your parent(s) or 
guardian(s) about which book is most interesting and appropriate. 
 


