


W h y  Go  t o  Co lle g e ?

Ko m a l

FAFSA
Filer

Is r a e l

CADAA
File r

Sa c ra m e n t o  Cit y Co lle g e  
& Sa c ra m e n t o  St a t e

BA in  Co m m u n ic a t io n  
& Min o r in  Hist o ry

• 1st  Ge n  c o lle g e  s t u d e n t
• Use d  o n -c a m p u s re so u rc e s:

⚬ Dre a m  Ce n t e r, 
Asso c ia t e d  St u d e n t s, TKE 
Fra t e rn it y, Ac a d e m ic  
Co u n se lin g , & J o b  Ce n t e r

UC Da vis

BA in  Nu t r it io n  Sc ie n c e , 
Exe rc is e  Bio lo g y, & P u b lic  P o lic y

• First  t o  le a ve  h o m e
• Mo st  a id  c o ve re d ; t o o k so m e  

lo a n s & a  jo b
• Wo rk st u d y a t  Fin a n c ia l Aid

⚬ Ga in e d  c u st o m e r se rvic e , 
p ro g ra m  m a n a g e m e n t  & 
c o m m u n ic a t io n  skills

So n o m a  St a t e  Un ive rsit y 
& Sa c ra m e n t o  St a t e

BA in  So c io lo g y, MS in  Co u n s e lo r  Ed . 
Sp e c ia liz in g  in  Ca re e r Co u n se lin g

• 1.5 Ge n  im m ig ra n t
1st  Ge n c o lle g e g ra d u a t e

• Tra n sit io n e d  g o a l fro m  n u rse  
p ra c t it io n e r t o  c a re e r in  h ig h e r e d
• St u d e n t  Go ve rn m e n t
• NASP A Fe llo w
• Filip in o  St u d e n t  Org . P re sid e n t

Ne t w o rk in g  is  a  h u g e  p a r t  
o f t h e  c o lle g e  e xp e r ie n c e ! 

Fo u n d  m y w a y b a c k  t o  fin a n c ia l 
a id  t o  h e lp  s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t s  

Dis c o ve re d  id e n t it y a n d  p a s s io n s  in  
c o lle g e . A c a re e r  is  a  life lo n g  jo u rn e y 

o f re fle c t io n  a n d  e xp lo ra t io n .

Kim

FAFSA
File r



P u t  Yo u r
Ed u c a t io n

t o  Us e !

In flu e n ce rs  & En t re p re n e u rs

Majoring in Ma rk e t in g , Co m m u n ic a t io n s , 
a n d  Bu s in e s s  c a n  h e lp  w it h  b u ild in g  u p  
fo u n d a t io n a l skills  a n d  n e t w o rkin g !

Ga m e rs

Ma jo rin g  in  Vid e o  Ga m e  De s ig n , So ft w a re  
En g in e e r in g , Computer Science , and  
Special Effects Technical Art can set you 
apart from the competition!

Athletes

Majoring in  Kinesiology , Sports Management , 
and  Sports Medicine  will keep you around the 
active lifestyle and sports you love!



Housing

Ba s ic  Ne e d s  Re s o u rc e s

Fo o d  P a n t r ie s /Fre e  Mo n e y fo r  Gro c e rie s

Tra n sp o rt a t io n

Co u n se lin g , Ac a d e m ic  Ad vis in g , Tu t o rin g

St u d e n t s  w it h  Disa b ilit ie s  (DSP S/SSW D)

Se rvic e s  a n d  Ce n t e rs  fo r :

Lo w  In c o m e  / Firs t  Ge n e ra t io n  St u d e n t s  (EOP )

St u d e n t s  w it h  De p e n d e n t s

Un d o c u m e n t e d  St u d e n t s

Fo s t e r  Yo u t h

P h ys ic a l a n d  Me n t a l He a lt h  Se rvic e s

CA Co lle g e s /Un ive rs it ie s :
W h a t  Se rvic e s  a re  Ava ila b le ?



Student Support Centers

Am e ric a n  In d ia n  
& Ala s k a n  Na t ive

AIAN Multi -Cu lt u ra l 
Ce n t e rs

As ia n  P a c ific  Is la n d e r  
De s i Am e ric a n  

AP IDA/AAP I Ce n t e rs

Bla c k  & Afr ic a n  
Am e ric a n  

Ma rt in  Lu t h e r 
Kin g  Ce n t e rs

La t in x  & His p a n ic

Se rn a  Ce n t e rs
Co lle g e  Assist a n c e  Mig ra n t  

P ro g ra m  (CAMP )



Ap p ly in g  fo r  
F in a n c ia l Aid



01 Tw o  a p p lica t ion s – st u d e n t s on ly n e e d  t o  
co m p le t e  o n e  e ve ry ye a r t h e y a re  in  co lle g e

0 2 20 24-25 a p p lica t io n  p e riod  De c  20 23 - Ap ril 2 , 20 24

0 3 Ap p ly on ce  fo r m a n y p rog ra m s – Pe ll Gra n t , 
FSEO Gra n t , Ca l Gra n t , Mid d le  Cla ss Sch o la rsh ip

0 4 Fin a n c ia l n e e d  is d e t e rm in e d  b y 
h o u se h o ld  in co m e  in  p rio r-p rio r  ye a r

0 5 Pa re n t s m u st  p rovid e  in fo rm a t ion  fo r ch ild re n  u n t il 
t h e y re a ch  24  o r m e e t  in d e p e n d e n t  re q u ire m e n t s

FAFSA & CAD AA
fo r st a t e  a n d  fe d e ra l a id



D e p e n d e n c y  Se c t io n

Students are automatically considered  in d e p e n d e n t  if t h e y w e re  b o rn  a ft e r  J a n u a ry 1, 20 0 1.

St u d e n t s  u n d e r  a g e  24  a re  d e p e n d e n t  a n d  m u s t  re p o r t  p a re n t  in fo rm a t io n , 
u n le s s  t h e y c a n  a n s w e r  “ye s ” t o  a n y o n e  q u e s t io n  in  t h e  De p e n d e n c y s e c t io n

• Is  t h e  s t u d e n t  m a rr ie d ?

• P u rsu in g  a  Ma s t e r 's /Do c t o ra t e  d e g re e ?

• Ac t ive -d u t y o r  m ilit a ry ve t e ra n ?

• W it h  d e p e n d e n t s  w h o  re c e ive  m o re  t h a n  h a lf o f t h e ir su p p o rt  b e t w e e n  
      J u ly 1, 20 23 a n d  J u n e  30 , 20 24?

• At  a n y t im e  s in c e  t h e  s t u d e n t  t u rn e d  13, w e re  b o t h  p a re n t s  d e c e a s e d ?   
We re  t h e y in  Fo s t e r  c a re  o r  a  d e p e n d e n t /w a rd  o f t h e  c o u r t ?

• As d e t e rm in e d  b y a  c o u rt  in  t h e  s t u d e n t 's  s t a t e  o f le g a l re s id e n c e , 
is  t h e  s t u d e n t  o r w e re  t h e y a n  Em a n c ip a t e d  Min o r?

• Un d e r Le g a l Gu a rd ia n s h ip ?

• Ho m e le s s  a n d  Un a c c o m p a n ie d ?



Th e  fo llo w in g  p e o p le  a re  NOT yo u r p a re n t s
u n le s s  t h e y h a ve  le g a lly  a d o p t e d  yo u :



Ho w  Mu c h  Mo n e y  Ca n  I Ge t ?

• Co s t  o f At t e n d a n c e  (COA): Projected costs to attend college/university

• Student Aid Index (SAI): eligibility index for student aid based on 
parents’ and student’s income and assets; Not a determination of 
the total amount that an applicant will pay. SAI can be a negative number, and if it is the 
college financil aid office will use 0 for the SAI in this calculation.

• New: Emergency aid will no longer reduce student’s other financial assistance

Cost of Attendance                    Student Aid Index              Other Financial Assistance                Financial Need
(COA)                                                  (SAI)                                               (OFA)





Ca l Gr a n t s

Community
Colle g e CSU UC Priva t e

Non -p ro fit
Fo r P ro fit

(Non -WASC / WASC)

CC Re se rve
u p  t o  $6 ,0 0 0 $5,742 $13,572 $9 ,358 $4,0 0 0  

o r $8 ,0 56  

Com m u n it y
Co lle g e CSU UC Priva t e

Non -p ro fit
Fo r P ro fit

(Non -WASC / WASC)

$1,648
u p  t o  2 ye a rs

$5,742*
+

$1,648

$13,572*
+

$1,648

$9 ,358
+

$1,648

$4,0 0 0  o r $8 ,0 56
+

$1,648

Com m u n it y
Co lle g e CSU UC Priva t e

Non -p ro fit Fo r P ro fit

$1,0 94 N/A N/A B/S $547
T/F $2,462

B/S $547
T/F $2,462

Ca l Gr a n t  A : Min im u m  3.0  GP A |  Lo w  t o  Mid d le  In c o m e

Ca l Gr a n t  B : Min im u m  2 .0  GP A |  Ve ry Lo w  t o  Lo w  In c o m e

Ca l Gr a n t  C : No  GP A m in  |  P ro g ra m  le n g t h  >4  m o n t h s  & <2  ye a rs

https://www.csac.ca.gov/cal-grants
https://www.csac.ca.gov/cal-grants
https://www.csac.ca.gov/cal-grants


Middle Class Scholarship

Fo r  UC/CSU S t u d e n t s :0 1

Complete a free FAFSA o r  
CA Dr e a m  Ac t  Ap p lic a t io n  (CADAA)

Su b m it  yo u r fin a n c ia l a id  a p p lic a t io n  
b y t h e  p r io r it y  d e a d lin e

Re q u ir e m e n t s :0 2

If in c o m e  e x c e e d s  lim it s  fo r  Ca l Gr a n t ,
s t u d e n t  w ill a u t o m a t ic a lly b e  c o n s id e re d  
fo r t h e  Mid d le -Cla ss  Sc h o la rsh ip

En ro ll in  a  UC, CSU, o r CA Co m m u n it y 
Co lle g e  Ba c h e lo r’s  d e g re e  p ro g ra m

Me e t  o t h e r  fin a n c ia l a id  s t a n d a r d s  
(e x: CA re s id e n t , sa t is fa c t o ry a c a d e m ic  
p ro g re ss , e t c .)



• For CA Co m m u n it y Co lle g e  St u d e n t s 
w h o  a re  e n ro lle d  in  a t  le a s t  12 u n it s

• Ad d it ion a l a id  t o  h e lp  w it h  com m u n it y co lle g e  
cost s t o  e n cou ra g e  fu ll-t im e  a t t e n d a n ce  a n d  
on -t im e  com p le t ion

• St u d e n t s e n ro lle d  in  12-14 .9  u n it s  cou ld  
q u a lify fo r $ 1,29 8  p e r s e m e s t e r

• St u d e n t s e n ro lle d  in  15 o r m o re  u n it s  cou ld  
q u a lify fo r $ 4 ,0 0 0  p e r s e m e s t e r

More  in fo rm a t ion : h t t p s ://ica n g o t o co lle g e .co m /fin a n c ia l-a id /s t u d e n t -su cce s s -co m p le t io n -g ra n t

S t u d e n t  Su c c e s s  Co m p le t io n  Gr a n t  (SSCG)



CA Co lle g e  P r o m is e  Gr a n t  (CCP G)

• For CA Co m m u n it y Co lle g e  St u d e n t s!

• W a ive s  e n ro llm e n t  fe e s  ($ 4 6  p e r u n it )  
fo r e lig ib le  Ca lifo rn ia /AB540  re sid e n t s 
a n d  a  p o rt ion  o f p a rkin g  p e rm it  fe e

• CCP G e lig ib ilit y a u t o m a t ica lly 
d e t e rm in e d  if yo u  co m p le t e  a n d  
s u b m it  yo u r FAFSA/CADAA

• Mu st  com p le t e  a  FAFSA/CADAA e ve ry ye a r

Mo re  in fo rm a t io n : h o m e .c c c a p p ly.o rg /e n /m o n e y/c a lifo rn ia -c o lle g e -p ro m is e -g ra n t

https://home.cccapply.org/en/money/california-college-promise-grant


Ma le s  b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e  o f 18  a n d  25  are no longer prevented 
fro m  c o m p le t in g  t h e  FAFSA o r CA Dre a m  Ac t  Ap p lic a t io n  
(CADAA) d u e  t o  t h e ir Se le c t ive  Se rvic e  Re g is t ra t io n  s t a t u s .

Se le c t iv e  Se r v ic e  Up d a t e

A s t u d e n t 's  r e g is t ra t io n  s t a t u s  w it h  t h e  SSS 
n o  lo n g e r  a ffe c t s  t h e ir  e lig ib ilit y  t o  re c e ive  fe d e ra l s t u d e n t  
a id  OR Ca lifo rn ia  St a t e  Aid .



Find your RCO: c a s t u d e n t a id .o rg /fin d RCO

Mendocino, Sonoma

Modoc, Lassen, Shasta

San Bernardino, Riverside

Inyo, Kern

Marin

Los Angeles

Ca l-SOAP s

RCOs

Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity

Ca l-SO AP s  & Re g io n a l 
Co o r d in a t in g  O r g a n iz a t io n s
(RCO )

Fin d  t h e  RCO n e a re st  t o  you :
ca sh 4co lle g e .c sa c .ca .g ov/Org a n iza t ion /RCOCon t a c t s

Provid e  FAFSA/CADAA t ra in in g  a n d  re s o u rce s

Fin d  t h e  Cal -SOAP n e a re st  t o  you :
w w w .csa c .ca .g ov/p ost /ca l-soa p -loca t ion s 

https://cash4college.csac.ca.gov/Organization/RCOContacts
https://cash4college.csac.ca.gov/Organization/RCOContacts
https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/cal-soap-locations


Ca lifo r n ia  D r e a m  Ac t  
Ap p lic a t io n  (CAD AA)



CADAA allows q u a lifie d , u n d o c u m e n t e d , a n d  n o n re s id e n t  
s t u d e n t s  w h o  m e e t  As s e m b ly Bill 54 0  e lig ib ilit y  re q u ire m e n t s  
t o  re c e ive  s t a t e  a n d  in st it u t io n a l fin a n c ia l a id  in  Ca lifo rn ia

W h a t  is  t h e
CA D r e a m  Ac t  Ap p lic a t io n ?

Alt e rn a t ive  a p p lic a t io n  t o  t h e  FAFSA a d m in is t e re d  
b y t h e  Ca lifo rn ia  S t u d e n t  Aid  Co m m is s io n



DACA is n o t  re q u ire d  t o  
q u a lify  fo r  n o n -re s id e n t  t u it io n  e x e m p t io n

De fe rre d  Ac t io n  fo r  Ch ild h o o d  
Arriva ls  (DACA) & Fin a n c ia l Aid

DACA is  n o t  re q u ire d  t o  
c o m p le t e  CA Dre a m  Ac t  Ap p lic a t io n

DACA w ill n o t  im p a c t  t h e  a b ilit y fo r s t u d e n t s  t o  
c o n t in u e  re c e ivin g  fin a n c ia l a id



AB 540 Affidavit now included in the CADAA application

Un d e r AB 540 , c e rt a in  s t u d e n t s  m a y b e  c h a rg e d  
in -s t a t e  t u it io n  a n d  fe e s  in s t e a d  o f t h e  s u p p le m e n t a l 
t u it io n  c h a rg e d  t o  n o n re s id e n t s  (St u d e n t s  w ill s t ill b e  
c o n sid e re d  n o n -re sid e n t s)

AB  54 0  Re q u ir e m e n t s

Fin d  m o re  re s o u rc e s : c s a c .c a .g o v/p o s t /c a lifo rn ia -n o n re s id e n t -t u it io n -e x e m p t io n

3 ye a rs  h ig h  s c h o o l c re d it s  a n d  3 ye a rs  t o t a l a t t e n d a n c e  a t  
a n  e le m e n t a ry, m id d le , o r h ig h  sc h o o l in  Ca lifo rn ia

OR

3 ye a rs  a t t e n d a n c e  (o r e q u iva le n t ) a t  a  h ig h  sc h o o l, a d u lt  
sc h o o l, o r c o m m u n it y c o lle g e  in  Ca lifo rn ia

https://www.csac.ca.gov/post/california-nonresident-tuition-exemption


Ca lifo r n ia  D r e a m  Ac t  Ap p lic a t io n  (CAD AA)

W h o  Ca n  Ap p ly?

• Undocumented Students
• With or without DACA
• TPS Status
• U Visa Holders
• Must be eligible to submit the 

non -resident tuition exemption

Find more information: dream.csac.ca.gov

https://www.dream.csac.ca.gov/


St u d e n t  Re g is t r a t io n

Double check that you s p e ll yo u r le g a l 
n a m e  co rre c t ly, p ro vid e  t h e  co rre c t  
a d d re s s , a n d  d a t e  o f b irt h . 

Fin d  m o re  in fo rm a t io n : d re a m .c s a c .c a .g o v

7 s t u d e n t  s e c t io n s  t o  co m p le t e :
• Pe rson a l Id e n t ifie rs
• Pe rson a l Circu m st a n ce s
• De m og ra p h ic s
• Fin a n c ia ls
• Colle g e s
• AB540  Affid a vit
• Sig n  & Su b m it

https://www.dream.csac.ca.gov/


St u d e n t  Le g a l Re s id e n c e  & Ma r it a l S t a t u s

State of legal residence and date 
o f st a t u s is n e ce s s a ry t o  d e t e rm in e  
e lig ib ilit y fo r AB 54 0

St u d e n t ’s Ma rit a l St a t u s is 
n e ce s s a ry t o  d e t e rm in e  w h e t h e r 
s p o u s e ’s  in fo rm a t io n  is  re q u ire d



St u d e n t  In fo r m a t io n

If s t u d e n t  DIDN’T file  t a xe s

If s t u d e n t  DID file  t a xe s

CADAA will skip questions about 
t h e ir t a x in fo rm a t io n

St u d e n t  w ill re p o rt  t h e ir t a x filin g  s t a t u s  
a n d  in p u t  t h e ir  t a x  in fo rm a t io n  m a n u a lly

o CADAA d o e s n o t  h a ve  Dire c t  Da t a  
Exc h a n g e  w it h  t h e  IRS



Co lle g e  Se le c t io n

We suggest students a n s w e r  “ye s ” 
t o  t h e  DSIG p ro g ra m  fo r p o t e n t ia l 
o p p o rt u n it ie s

St u d e n t s  c a n  lis t  u p  t o  20  c o lle g e s  a t
a  t im e  a n d  re t u rn  t o  a d d  m o re  o n c e  t h e  
a p p lic a t io n  is  su b m it t e d  a n d  p ro c e sse d

We  re c o m m e n d  lis t in g  a t  le a s t  
o n e  s c h o o l fro m  e a c h  s e g m e n t :

o CA Co m m u n it y Co lle g e  (CCC)
o CA St a t e  Un ive rs it y (CSU)
o Un ive rs it y o f Ca lifo rn ia  (UC)

* CSAC is  lo o k in g  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  Co lle g e  Co s t  Es t im a t e  fo rm  so o n  
w h ic h  a llo w s c o lle g e s  t o  se le c t  a  d e fa u lt  b u d g e t  fo r Ca l Gra n t  Aw a rd in g



St u d e n t  AB 5 4 0  Affid a v it

• CADAA now includes AB 540 Affidavit 

• Students must meet graduation, time, 
and coursework requirements to fulfill 
affidavit

• Students should check with their 
Fin a n c ia l Aid  Office  a n d  Registrars 
Office to confirm information 
regarding AB540



P a r e n t  In fo r m a t io n

Selecting the information button can help answer some questions!

P a re n t ’s  se c t io n  w ill a sk  fo r:
o P e rs o n a l Id e n t ifie r s
o No n -fin a n c ia l In fo rm a t io n
o Fin a n c ia ls



P a r e n t  S t a t e  o f Le g a l Re s id e n c e



P a r e n t  Ta x  In fo r m a t io n

CADAA does not have Direct Data Exchange with the IRS.
P a re n t s  m u s t  in p u t  t a x  in fo rm a t io n  m a n u a lly .



P a r e n t  Ta x  F ilin g  Re q u ir e m e n t

Pa re n t s  w h o  in d ica t e  t h a t  t h e y a re  
“n o t  g o in g  t o  file ” m u s t  s t ill re p o rt  t h e ir  
in co m e  o n  t h e  CADAA

If they earned more than what the IRS 
con sid e rs t h e  t h re sh o ld  fo r filin g  t a xe s, 
t h e  a p p lica t ion  w ill b e  fla g g e d , a n d  
p a re n t s w ill t h e n  h a ve  t o  g e t  a n  ITIN 
a n d  file  t a xe s

If p a re n t s  "w ill file " a  20 22 t a x  re t u rn , 
p ro vid e  e s t im a t e s  fo r in co m e

Aft e r t h e  a c t u a l t a x re t u rn  is file d , 
u p d a t e  t h e  20 24-20 25 CADAA w it h  
u p d a t e d  in fo rm a t ion

Fin d  m o re  in fo rm a t io n : ir s .g o v/fo rm s -p u b s /a b o u t -p u b lic a t io n -50 1

https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-publication-501


Co m m o n  Mis t a k e : Ta x  In fo r m a t io n

Co m m o n  e r ro r  b o t h  
s t u d e n t s  a n d  p a re n t s  m a k e :

Reporting the same dollar amount 
fo r b o t h  t h e ir a d ju s t e d  g ro s s  
in c o m e  a n d  t h e ir in c o m e  t a x  
a m o u n t



Ele c t r o n ic  S ig n a t u r e

Both student and parent 
m u st  s ig n  t h e  a p p lic a t io n  b y 
agreeing to the terms and 
conditions  a n d  p re s s in g  s u b m it



Parents who live in another country are 
s t ill r e q u ire d  t o  re p o r t  t h e ir  in c o m e  a n d  a s s e t s

Fo re ig n  in c o m e  sh o u ld  b e  c o n ve rt e d  t o  US Do lla rs  

If t h is  isn 't  p o ssib le , fo r e xa m p le , b e c a u se  t h e re  is  n o  c o n t a c t , 
s t u d e n t s  sh o u ld  c o m p le t e  a s  m u c h  o f t h e  a p p lic a t io n  a s  t h e y 
c a n  a n d  t h e n  c o n t a c t  t h e  c o lle g e 's  fin a n c ia l a id  o ffic e  ASAP

Th e  Fin a n c ia l Aid  Offic e  w ill e va lu a t e  t h e  s it u a t io n  a n d  
d e t e rm in e  w h e t h e r  t h e y c a n  o ve r r id e  t h e  n e e d  fo r  p a re n t  
in fo rm a t io n

W h a t  if t h e  St u d e n t 's
P a r e n t s  Liv e  in  An o t h e r
Co u n t r y ?



CA Dream Act Service 
Incentive Grant Program

Complete your CA Dream Act Application:
If e lig ib le  fo r Ca l Gra n t  B, you  m a y b e  e lig ib le  fo r DSIG

Re ce ive  u p  t o $ 4 ,50 0  p e r ye a r

At t e n d  a  p u b lic  o r  p riva t e  u n ive rs it y in  Ca lifo rn ia

Com p le t e  10 0  h ou rs p e r q u a rt e r
o r 150  h ou rs p e r se m e st e r fo r com m u n it y se rvice s



Elig ib ilit y Re q u ire m e n t s
• At t e n d  a  CSU o r  a  UC
• Co m p le t e  a  DREAM Ac t  Ap p lic a t io n
• AB 540 and Cal Grant Eligible students
• Must be enrolled in a program leading to a professional                  

or graduate degree

CA D REAM Lo a n  P r o g r a m

Dre a m  Lo a n  Te rm s
• An n u a l lo a n  m a xim u m : $ 4 ,0 0 0
• Ag g re g a t e  m a xim u m : $ 20 ,0 0 0  a t  a n y o n e  in st it u t io n
• Interest rate matches Subsidized Direct Loan rate for same year



Dreamer Resource Centers

Exa m p le s  o f Se rvice s
• Counseling Services
• Immigration Services
• Financial Aid Counseling

Find more resources: collegecampaign.org/ undoc -student -resources

https://www.collegecampaign.org/undoc-student-resources


Empowering 
u n d o cu m e n t e d  
st u d e n t s in  t h e ir 

co lle g e  & ca re e r p a t h ! 

Fin d  m o re  in fo rm a t io n : im m ig ra n t s r is in g .o rg /g o in g -t o -c o lle g e /

https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/quick-guide-to-college-access/
https://youtu.be/16n0eO7LaTw


Fr e e  Ap p lic a t io n  
fo r  Fe d e r a l S t u d e n t  Aid  



Be t t e r FAFSA

Number of questions reduced from 10 8  t o  4 6

Im p ro ve d  p la t fo rm  a n d  e a s ie r  t ra n s fe r  o f IRS d a t a /t a x  
re t u rn  in fo rm a t io n  t o  h e lp  re d u c e  t im e  a n d  e rro rs

Un d o cu m e n t e d  p a re n t s  w it h  s t u d e n t s  filin g  o u t  t h e  FAFSA
e lig ib le  fo r a  St u d e n t Aid .g o v a c c o u n t  (fo rm e rly FSA ID)

Ch a n g e s  im p le m e n t e d  fo r  20 24 -20 25

St u d e n t s  c a n  lis t  u p  t o  20  co lle g e s

On lin e  FAFSA a va ila b le  in  11 m o s t  co m m o n  la n g u a g e s  sp o ke n  in  U.S.

P a id  P re p a ra t io n  n o  lo n g e r p e rm it t e d

o Wo rk  s t u d y
o Ho u sin g  c h o ic e s
o Se le c t ive  Se rvic e
o Ta xa b le  in c o m e  q u e st io n s  (o n lin e  FAFSA)

Removed questions



+ DIDN’T file 
taxes together

=
both parents 

need accounts

+ File taxes together 
=

only one parent 
needs an account

The parent who provided 
more financial support 

in the last 12 months 
needs an account

If that parent remarried
+ DIDN’T file taxes together 

=
both the parent and step-

parent need accounts

If parents are
married 

If parents are 
divorced/separated 

+ NOT living together

If parents are 
unmarried

+ living together 

Both parents
need accounts

Formerly the FSA ID*

W h o  Ne e d s  a  S t u d e n t Aid .g o v  Ac c o u n t *?



If student is m a rrie d  a n d  file s  t a xe s  jo in t ly, 
on ly t h e  st u d e n t  n e e d s a  St u d e n t Aid .g ov a ccou n t

Sp o u s e  Co n t r ib u t o r

In d e p e n d e n t  S t u d e n t s

St u d e n t

St u d e n t s a lw a ys n e e d  a  St u d e n t Aid .g ov a ccou n t  
t o  com p le t e  t h e ir se c t ion  o f FAFSA

If st u d e n t  is m a rrie d  a n d  file s  t a xe s  s e p a ra t e ly, 
b o t h  t h e  st u d e n t  a n d  sp ou se  n e e d  a ccou n t s

** FSA ID --> St u d e n t Aid .Go v Ac c o u n t  ** 

https://www.studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


01 St u d e n t Aid .Gov Accou n t s a re  u s e d  t o  a cce s s  
yo u r a cco u n t  a n d  s ig n  t h e  co m p le t e d  a p p lica t io n

Cre a t in g  St u d e n t Aid .Go v Ac c o u n t *
Fo rm e rly t h e  FSA ID*

0 2 Yo u  o n ly n e e d  t o  c re a t e  t h e  a cco u n t  o n ce  
t o  a cce ss you r FAFSA e ve ry ye a r you  a t t e n d  co lle g e

0 3 De p e n d e n t  st u d e n t s n e e d  t h e ir p a re n t  t o  
c re a t e  t h e ir ow n  St u d e n t Aid .Gov Accou n t

• Ea c h  p e rso n  m u s t  u se  a  se p a ra t e  e m a il
• In c lu d in g  p a re n t s  w it h o u t  SSN 

0 4 Tip : Use  a  p e rson a l, fre q u e n t ly ch e cke d  e m a il
• Avo id  e m a il d o m a in s : .e d u , .k 12 , .p vt , .t e c , o r  .c c

Cre a t e  St u d e n t Aid .g o v Ac c o u n t : s t u d e n t a id .g o v/fs a -id /c re a t e -a c c o u n t / la u n c h

https://www.studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


05

Cre a t in g  St u d e n t Aid .Go v Ac c o u n t *
Fo rm e rly t h e  FSA ID* (Co n t in u e d )

Co m m o n  Mis t a k e s
• SSNs sw it c h e d
• P a re n t  c re a t e s  p a ssw o rd  fo r s t u d e n t
• St u d e n t  c re a t e s  p a ssw o rd  fo r p a re n t
• P a re n t  a n d  s t u d e n t  u se  a  sh a re d  e m a il

0 6 Con t a c t  fo r St u d e n t Aid .Gov-sp e c ific  h e lp
• Ca ll (8 0 0 ) 4 33-32 4 3

Cre a t e  St u d e n t Aid .g o v Ac c o u n t : s t u d e n t a id .g o v/fs a -id /c re a t e -a c c o u n t / la u n c h

https://www.studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


Ca n  I Ap p ly fo r  FAFSA if 
My P a re n t s  Do n 't  Ha ve  a n  SSN?

Ye s ! Your parents’ citizenship doesn’t affect your 
a b ilit y t o  com p le t e  t h e  FAFSA fo rm , so  t h e y d on ’t  
n e e d  a  So c ia l Se cu rit y Nu m b e r (SSN)

No  lo n g e r u s e  n in e  ze ro s  fo r  a n  SSN o n  o n lin e  
FAFSA. In s t e a d , ch e ck  t h e  b o x fo r  “My p a re n t  
d o e s n ’t  h a ve  a n  SSN.”

Pa re n t s  w it h o u t  SSNs  s t ill n e e d  t o  c re a t e  a  
St u d e n t Aid .g o v a cco u n t  t o  sig n  t h e  FAFSA fo rm  
e le c t ron ica lly. Th e y w ill b e  a b le  t o  c re a t e  t h is a ccou n t  
on ce  t h e  FAFSA op e n s in  De ce m b e r 20 23.





P r o v id e  Co n s e n t

• You must provide consent 
& approval even if you didn’t 
file any tax return at all

• If you don’t provide consent 
& approval, yo u  w ill NOT b e  
e lig ib le  fo r  fe d e ra l s t u d e n t  a id

https://www.studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


St u d e n t  D e m o g r a p h ic s

St u d e n t s  w ill b e  a s k e d  d e m o g ra p h ic  in fo rm a t io n , in c lu d in g :
• Gender, race, and ethnicity
• Parent Killed in Line of Duty
• Student High School Completion Status
• Student High School Information



P a r e n t  W iz a r d

• Colleges have the authority to “o ve r r id e ” 
fe d e r a l d e p e n d e n c y  s t a t u s , b u t  a re  n o t  o b lig a t e d

• P ro c e ss  w ill va ry c o lle g e  t o  c o lle g e

• No t e : S t u d e n t  MUST fo llo w -u p  w it h  c o lle g e



In v it e  Co n t r ib u t o r s



Sc h o o l Se le c t io n



St u d e n t  Re v ie w  B e fo r e  S ig n in g



Dire c t  Da t a  Exc h a n g e
(DDX)

DDX imports federal tax information (FTI)
on t o  t h e  FAFSA a u t o m a t ica lly fro m  t h e  IRS.

Eve ryo n e  m u s t  co n s e n t  t o  DDX
o in c lu d in g  u n d ocu m e n t e d  p e op le  
o In c lu d in g  p e op le  w h o  d id  n o t  file  t a xe s



P u b lic  As s is t a n c e  P r o g r a m s

• Fa m ilie s  w h o  b e n e fit  fro m  fe d e ra l p u b lic  a s s is t a n c e  
p ro g ra m s  d o  n o t  n e e d  t o  re p o r t  a s s e t s  o n  t h e  FAFSA

• Fe d e ra l p u b lic  a s s is t a n c e  p ro g ra m s  in c lu d e :
• Medicaid
• Free or reduced price  school lunch
• Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
• Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)



P a r e n t  F in a n c ia l In fo r m a t io n



P a r e n t  Re v ie w  & S ig n



Co n g r a t u la t io n s !



Co m m o n Ap p lic a t io n Mis t a k e s
For the CADAA and FAFSA** 

Us in g  t h e  s a m e  e m a il a c c o u n t  fo r t h e  p a re n t  a n d  s t u d e n t

Se le c t in g  t h a t  s t u d e n t  h a s  a lr e a d y  r e c e ive d  a  Ba c h e lo r ’s  d e g r e e

In c lu d in g  a s s e t s  t h a t  s h o u ld  b e  e x c lu d e d  
(va lu e  o f p rim a ry re s id e n c e , re t ire m e n t  p la n s , e t c .)

No t  u s in g  yo u r fu ll le g a l n a m e  o n  t h e  FAFSA

Ap p ly in g  fo r  fin a n c ia l a id  is  NOT t h e  s a m e  a s  a p p ly in g  fo r  
c o lle g e , a n d  a  c o lle g e  a p p lic a t io n  is  n o t  a p p lyin g  fo r fin a n c ia l a id

Lis t in g  o n ly o n e  c o lle g e

No t  a p p ro vin g  a n d  c o n se n t in g  t o  Dir e c t  Da t a  Ex c h a n g e

FAFSA w ill b e  d e le t e d  if  in c o m p le t e  w it h in  4 5  d a ys  o f s t a r t in g



He lp fu l Ap p lic a t io n Tip s
Fo r  t h e  CADAA a n d  FAFSA 

Complete the FAFSA/CADAA starting De c e m b e r  2 0 2 3 
b e fo re  t h e  s t a t e  p r io r it y  d e a d lin e , Ap r il 2 , 2 0 2 4 . So m e  c o lle g e s  m a y 
h a ve  a n  e a rlie r  d e a d lin e , so  p le a se  c h e c k  w it h  t h e  c o lle g e s  yo u ’re  
a p p lyin g  t o .

Ap p ly fo r fin a n c ia l a id  r e g a r d le s s  o f in c o m e

Ap p ly t o  a n d  a d d  a t  le a s t  1 c o lle g e  in  CA o n  yo u r a p p lic a t io n , 
e ve n  if yo u  p la n  t o  s t u d y o u t -o f-s t a t e

Cr e a t e  a  W e b Gr a n t s  a c c o u n t  o n c e  FAFSA/CADAA is  c o m p le t e d ; 
Ch e c k  yo u r s t a t u s  a n d  c o n firm  GP A w a s  u p lo a d e d  fo r Ca l Gra n t  
c o n s id e ra t io n

Ke e p  c h e c k in g  yo u r  e m a il fo r  im p o rt a n t  n o t ic e s

o Ch e c k  ju n k  a n d  sp a m  fo ld e rs
o Avo id  u s in g  a  sc h o o l is su e d  e m a il fo r  fin a n c ia l a id  

o r c o lle g e  a p p lic a t io n s  (.e d u , .k 12 , .c c , e t c .)



Ne x t  S t e p s
Aft e r  Ap p ly in g  
fo r  F in a n c ia l Aid



W e b Gr a n t s  4  S t u d e n t s

• Free and Easy to use

• Get important 
updates from CSAC

• Helps students track 
their state based 
financial aid

After completing the FAFSA or CADAA, 
s t u d e n t s  s h o u ld  c re a t e  a  W e b Gra n t s  4  St u d e n t s  a c c o u n t .

Fin d  m o re  in fo rm a t io n : m yg ra n t in fo .c s a c .c a .g o v

https://www.mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/


Th e  Ch a fe e  Gr a n t

• Pa ys  u p  t o  $ 5,0 0 0  annually to help foster youth pay for college or 
career/technical or vocational training

⚬ Fo r s t u d e n t s  w h o  live d  in  fo s t e r  ca re , fo r a t  le a s t  o n e  d a y,                        
b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f 16  a n d  18

⚬ St u d e n t s ca n  p a rt ic ip a t e  fo r 5 ye a rs  a n d  re ce ive  t h e  a w a rd  t h rou g h  a g e  25

• Elig ib le  s t u d e n t s  m u s t  co m p le t e  a  o n e -t im e  Ch a fe e  Gra n t  Ap p lica t io n
• Th is  a w a rd  is  p a ya b le  a t  q u a lifyin g  OUT OF STATE co lle g e s

• Fe d e ra l a n d  st a t e  fu n d e d  g ra n t , su b je c t  t o  a n n u a l a va ila b ilit y o f fu n d s



Fo s t e r  Yo u t h  Ac c e s s  Aw a r d

• Current or former foster youth who are eligible for Cal Grant can receive 
an  a d d it io n a l Ca l Gra n t  Ac c e s s  Aw a rd  o f u p  t o  $ 6 ,0 0 0  in  a d d it io n  t o  
t h e ir  Ch a fe e  g ra n t

• Ma y b e  u s e d  fo r  e x p e n s e s  b e yo n d  u n d e rg ra d u a t e  t u it io n  & s u p p lie s
⚬ Re n t /h o u s in g , t ra n sp o rt a t io n
⚬ Ch ild c a re
⚬ P o s t -g ra d u a t e  s t u d ie s , t e a c h e r c e rt ific a t io n s

S t u d e n t s  a r e  NOT re q u ir e d  t o :

Ap p ly b y Ap ril 2  – t h e ir  d e a d lin e  is  Se p  3 Me e t  Ab ilit y-t o -Be n e fit  Re q u ire m e n t s

P ro vid e  a  GP A Ha ve  a  So c ia l Se c u rit y Nu m b e r

Gra d u a t e  fro m  Hig h  Sc h o o l Be  Cle a r  o f De fa u lt  o r  Ove rp a ym e n t s



HB CU-Ca lifo r n ia  Gr a n t

$ 5,0 0 0  a w a rd  for eligible  CA Co m m u n it y Co lle g e  
s t u d e n t s  t ra n s fe rrin g  t o  His t o rica lly Bla ck  Co lle g e s  
a n d  Un ive rs it ie s  (HBCU)

o Be ca u se  t h e re  a re  n o  HBCUs in  CA, st u d e n t s lookin g  t o  
a t t e n d  on e  p re viou sly lo st  a cce ss t o  st a t e  a id  b y g o in g  
ou t -o f-st a t e

AB-14 0 0  (Brya n )

CA w ill b e n e fit  from  in ve st in g  t a x c re d it  fu n d s in  t h e  
t a le n t  o f st u d e n t s e n ro llin g  a t  a n  HBCU b y re q u irin g  t h a t  
st u d e n t s in d ica t e  t h e ir  in t e n t  t o  re t u rn  t o  Ca lifo rn ia  
w it h  t h e ir  e d u ca t io n  a n d  e xp e rie n ce  a ft e r  g ra d u a t io n

Mo re  in fo rm a t io n : c s a c .c a .g o v/s it e s /m a in /file s /file -a t t a c h m e n t s /a b _14 0 0 _fa c t _s h e e t _c o m m is s io n .p d f

https://www.csac.ca.gov/sites/main/files/file-attachments/ab_1400_fact_sheet_commission.pdf


c a n  m a k e  a  d iffe re n c e
Ge t  Fre e  Mo n e y  fo r  Co lle g e !

CalKIDS  is a  n e w  p rog ra m  from  Ca lifo rn ia  t h a t
p ro vid e s  u p  t o  $ 1,50 0  in  Fre e  Mo n e y
t o  e lig ib le  lo w -in co m e , p u b lic -s ch o o l s t u d e n t s  
fo r co lle g e  a n d  ca re e r t ra in in g

Le a rn  m o re  a n d  fin d  o u t  if yo u  q u a lify
Visit  Ca lKIDS.o rg  t o d a y!



Ch e c k  O u t  O u r  W e b s it e s  
fo r  Ad d it io n a l Re s o u r c e s

Find CSAC Programs and Resources:
c sa c .c a .g o v/o u t re a c h c o m m u n it y-p ro g ra m s

CA Dre a m  Ac t  Ap p lic a t io n
d re a m .c sa c .c a .g o v

Cre a t e  a  We b Gra n t s  Ac c o u n t
m yg ra n t in fo .c sa c .c a .g o v

Fin d  m o re  in fo rm a t io n  a n d  re s o u rc e s : c s a c .c a .g o v/p o s t /re s o u rc e s  

https://www.csac.ca.gov/outreachcommunity-programs
https://www.dream.csac.ca.gov/
https://www.mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/
https://csac.ca.gov/post/resources


Fa c e b o o k
facebook.com/ c a st u d e n t a id /

In s t a g ra m
in st a g ra m .c o m /c a st u d e n t a id

Tik To k
t ik t o k .c o m /@c a st u d e n t a id

CSAC So c ia l Me d ia

Fin d  m o re  in fo rm a t io n  a n d  re so u rc e s: lin k t r .e e /c a s t u d e n t a id  

@ C A S TU D E N TA ID

https://facebook.com/calstudentaid
https://instagram.com/castudentaid
https://www.tiktok.com/@castudentaid
https://linktr.ee/castudentaid


If you are interested in registering yourself to vote, 
p le a se  u se  QR c o d e  b e lo w

CA Online Voter Registration

https://www.instagram.com/castudentaid/
https://linktr.ee/castudentaid


Th a n k  Yo u  fo r  At t e n d in g !
Submit any questions to our Q&A box

S TU D E N T S U P P O R T: 8 8 8 - 2 2 4 - 7 2 6 8  |  S TU D E N TS U P P O R T@ C S AC .C A.G O V

@ C A S TU D E N TA ID
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