
 

Elective Course Descriptions 
SVUSD Virtual Academy 

ANTHROPOLOGY (G) (2 semesters) 
What does it mean to be human?  
This yearlong course explores the richness of human experience through the lens of anthropology. Students examine how 
people across cultures and time periods have adapted, communicated, and organized their lives. Throughout the course 
students will reflect on their own values and beliefs, analyze real-world issues, and explore how culture shapes the way 
we live and see the world. The course culminates in a personal project in which students develop a core set of values to 
guide meaningful and intentional living. 

PSYCHOLOGY (G) (2 semesters) 
Why do people think, feel, and act the way they do?  
This course introduces students to the scientific study of human behavior and mental processes. Students explore topics 
such as brain function, sensation and perception, learning, memory, personality, psychological disorders, and social 
dynamics. Designed to prepare students for the CLEP Introductory Psychology Exam, the course also offers the 
opportunity to earn college credit. 

AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (G) (2 semesters) 
How does geography shape the way people live, move, and connect across the globe?​
AP Human Geography explores the patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding and use of Earth's 
surface. Students will investigate how people organize space and society through topics such as population and 
migration, culture, politics, agriculture, urbanization, and economic development. Students will apply geographic concepts 
and tools such as maps and models, to real-world issues, preparing them for success on the AP exam.  

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (G) (2 semesters) 
How do Earth’s systems interact and how do humans impact them?  
Environmental science explores the connections between Earth’s physical, chemical, and biological systems and 
examines how human activities affect those systems. In this course, students will investigate real-world environmental 
issues such as climate change, pollution, and resource use, while learning how science can be applied to promote 
sustainability and solve global challenges. 

PERSONAL FINANCE (1 semester)  
What do I need to know to make smart financial decisions? 
This course introduces students to essential concepts in personal finance to help them make informed choices about 
money. Students build confidence in setting financial goals, understanding key economic principles, and managing their 
finances responsibly. Topics include banking, budgeting, investing, credit, loans, insurance, career planning, business 
finance, and making major purchases. 
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SOCIOLOGY (G) (1 semester) 
How do we learn to behave, and how do groups shape our behavior? 
This course introduces students to the study of human behavior within a social context. Students will explore how 
individuals learn societal norms, values, and expectations through socialization, and how behavior is influenced by group 
membership and cultural surroundings. Topics include social norms, deviance, conformity, inequality, social institutions, 
and the role of family, peers, media, and education in shaping identity and behavior.  

ONLINE LEARNING AND DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP (1 semester) 
This course provides an overview of how to work independently, stay safe, and develop effective study habits in virtual 
learning environments.  The course provides students with instruction and practice in important study skills such as time 
management, effective note-taking, test preparation, and collaborating effectively online. Students will understand what it 
takes to be successful online learners and responsible digital citizens. 
 

Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) 

AMERICAN MUSIC HISTORY (F) (2 semesters) 
How has American music reflected and influenced cultural identity and social change? 
In this course, students explore the roots and evolution of American musical genres, including blues, jazz, country, rock 
and roll, soul, rap, and punk. Through videos, curated playlists, and class discussions, students gain a deeper 
appreciation for the diverse musical traditions that have shaped American culture and the social movements behind them. 

VISUAL ARTS (F) (2 semesters) 
This yearlong course introduces students to the history, purpose, and cultural significance of visual art. Students explore 
2D and 3D works from prehistoric times through the modern era, including art from ancient civilizations, the Middle Ages, 
the Renaissance, and the 18th–20th centuries. Through direct instruction, interactive activities, and critical analysis, 
students gain a strong foundation in art history and appreciation. 
 

Career Technical Education (CTE) 

CAREER PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT (1 semester) 
Students will investigate careers as they apply to personal interests and abilities, develop the skills and job search 
documents needed to enter the workforce, explore the rights of workers and traits of effective employees, and address the 
importance of professionalism and responsibility as careers change and evolve. This one-semester course includes 
lessons in which students create a self-assessment profile, a cover letter, and a résumé that can be used in their 
educational or career portfolio. 
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INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS (G) (2 semesters) 
Students learn the principles of business using real‐world examples—learning what it takes to plan and launch a product 
or service in today’s fast‐ paced business environment. This course covers an introduction to economics, costs and profit, 
and different business types. Students are introduced to techniques for managing money, personally and as a business, 
and taxes and credit; the basics of financing a business; how a business relates to society both locally and globally; how 
to identify a business opportunity; and techniques for planning, executing, and marketing a business to respond to that 
opportunity. 
 

Foreign Language 

SPANISH 1 (E) (2 semesters) 
Students begin their introduction to high school Spanish with fundamental building blocks in four key areas of foreign 
language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Each unit consists of an ongoing adventure 
story, a new vocabulary and grammar concepts, numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, 
reading and listening comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, and multimedia cultural presentations 
covering major Spanish-speaking areas in Europe and the Americas.  

SPANISH 2 (E) (2 semesters) 
High school students continue their introduction to Spanish with fundamental building blocks in four key areas of foreign 
language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. Each unit consists of an ongoing adventure 
story, a new vocabulary and grammar concepts, numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, 
reading and listening comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, and cultural presentations covering major 
Spanish-speaking areas in Europe and the Americas. 
 

Early College Pathways (ECP) 
 
*The early college pathways are open to any SVUSD high school student. Please contact Haley Glasgow 
(glasgowh@svusd.org) if you are interested in registering for any ECP program. 

Business ECP (1 year commitment) 
A series of 13 college units designed to introduce the practices and technical skills that will open doors to Business, Law, 
Accounting, Real Estate, and other careers that drive the global economies of today and tomorrow. Upon completion of 
the Business pathway students will earn a Business Certificate of Achievement awarded by Saddleback Community 
College.  
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Sports Nutrition (1 year commitment) 
A series of 12 college units designed to help students relate diet to health and fitness, identify deficiencies and excesses 
in diets of athletes, learn how to apply dietary principles to optimize performance, and how to plan balanced pre-event, 
race-day, and recovery diets based on athlete type. Upon completion of this pathway students will earn a Sports Nutrition 
Certificate of Achievement awarded by Saddleback College. 

Cybersecurity ECP (2 year commitment) 
A series of 12 college units that provides the opportunity to master the necessary computer information security concepts 
to implement safe, secure digital systems and also the ability to detect and repair various cyberattacks. Upon completion 
of the Cybersecurity pathway students will make progress towards the Cybersecurity/Information Security Analyst 
Certificate of Achievement and take classes preparing them for industry credentials (A+, Network+, Security+). 
 
 
 

University of California 
Minimum Entrance 

Requirements 

(A)​ History: 2 years required (B)​ English: 4 years required (C) Math: 3 years required 

(D) Science: 2 years required (E)   Language other than 
English: 2 years required 

(F)   Visual and Performing 
Arts: 1 year required 

(G) Electives: 1 year required 
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