
CCommon Questions & Aommon Questions & Answnswers on Imprers on Improoving Lving Loocal Schoolscal Schools
 
Why is Saddleback Valley 
USD considering a March 
2004 bond measure to 

repair and improve neighborhood 
schools? 

The simple answer is that 
most of our schools are now 
over 30 years old and, like 

old 
homes, 
are 
deteriorating 
and need 
basic 
repairs to 
fire safety 

systems, electrical wiring, roofs, 
floors, and ceilings. 

These neighborhood school repairs 
will only get more expensive, the 
longer we wait. 

What types of school repair 
projects would be included in 
a March 2004 bond? 

A team of facilities experts and 
architects has spent the last 
several months meeting with 

teachers, principals, parents, and 
community members to determine the 
specific needs at every school. Proposed 
bond projects include: 

• replacing leaky roofs; 
•	 removing the hazards of asbestos 

and lead paint; 
•	 repairing outdated plumbing and 

sewer systems; 
•	 upgrading fire safety equipment 

and electrical wiring for computer 
technology; 

•	 upgrading classroom and security 
lighting; and 

• relieving student overcrowding. 

Isn’t there any other funding 
available? 

Unfortunately, no. During the 
past two years alone, our 
schools have been forced to cut 

$16.4 million from their budgets. 
Unless we develop a local source of 
funds for school repair and 
construction, our annual budget will 
have to fund a growing list of school 
repair projects, as well as classroom 
instruction and teacher salaries. 

If voters approve a March 2004 school 
repair measure, Saddleback Valley USD 
schools would also qualify for millions 
of dollars in matching funds from the 
state—money that will end up going to 
school districts in other areas, if we do 
not pass a bond measure. 

What guarantee do we 
have that funds will be 
spent as promised? 

A comprehensive list of 
proposed repair projects 
must be published in the 

voter handbook. This list is legally-
binding. The 
law also 
requires an 
independent 
Citizens’ 
Oversight 
Committee be 
formed to 
monitor all 
funds and 
issue annual 
audits. By law, no bond funds can 
be spent on administrators’ or other 
employees’ salaries. 


