 POETRY TERMS TO LEARN         
TYPES OF POETRY

Ballad: a relatively short narrative poem, written to be sung, with a simple and dramatic action. It uses a steady rhythm and simple rhyme pattern.  The ballads tell of love, death, the supernatural, or a combination of these. 

Free verse: Poetry that has no regular rhythm or rhyme scheme.
Lyrical Poetry: a short poem with one speaker (not necessarily the poet) who expresses thought and feeling.  In classical Greece, the lyric was a poem written to be sung, accompanied by a lyre.

Narrative poetry:  poems that tell a story. Ballads and epics are different kinds of narrative poems.
Sonnet: a lyric poem consisting of fourteen lines.  The Shakespearean sonnet consists of three quatrains (four lines each) and a concluding couplet (two lines).

SOUND and SOUND DEVICES

Alliteration: the repetition of the same sound at the beginning of a word, such as the repetition of b sounds in Keats's "beaded bubbles winking at the brim" ("Ode to a Nightingale").

Assonance: the repetition or a pattern of similar sounds, especially vowel sounds: “Thou still unravished bride of quietness,/Thou foster child of silence and slow time”
Onomatopoeia: a word whose sounds seem to duplicate the sounds they describe--hiss, buzz, bang, murmur, meow, growl.

Rhyme: the repetition of similar sounds.  The rhyme pattern can be described as: abab; aabb; etc.

· Internal rhyme occurs in the middle of a line, as in these lines from Coleridge, "In mist or cloud, on mast or shroud" or "Whiles all the night through fog-smoke white" ("The Ancient Mariner").

· End rhyme, which occurs at the end of two or more lines, is the most common kind of rhyme. There are many kinds of end rhyme:

· True rhyme is what most people think of as rhyme; the sounds are nearly identical--notion, motion, potion, for example.

· Weak rhyme, also called slant, oblique, approximate, or half rhyme, refers to words with similar but not identical sounds, e.g., notion-nation, bear-bore, ear-are. Emily Dickinson frequently uses partial rhymes.

· Eye rhyme occurs when words look alike but don't sound alike--e.g., bear-ear.

Meter: Meters are regularized rhythms - arrangement of language in which the accents occur at apparently equal intervals in time. Each repeated unit of meter is called a foot
LANGUAGE
Abstract language refers to things that are intangible, that is, which are perceived not through the senses but by the mind, such as: hope, truth, God, education, transportation, war, and love. 

Concrete language identifies things perceived through the senses (touch, smell, sight, hearing, and taste), such as: silky, soft, stench, red, loud, or bitter.

Literal language means exactly what it says; a rose is the physical flower. 

Figurative language changes the literal meaning, to make a meaning fresh or clearer, to express complexity, to capture a physical or sensory effect, or to extend meaning. Figurative language is also called figures of speech. The most common figures of speech are these:

· simile: a comparison of two dissimilar things using "like" or "as", e.g., "my love is like a red, red rose" (Robert Burns).

· metaphor: a comparison of two dissimilar things which does not use "like" or "as," e.g., "my love is a red, red rose" (Lilia Melani)

· Personification: treating abstractions or inanimate objects as human, that is, giving them human attributes, powers, or feelings, e.g., "nature wept" or "the wind whispered many truths to me."

· Symbol: in general terms, anything that stands for something else. Obvious examples are flags, which symbolize a nation; the cross is a symbol for Christianity; Uncle Sam a symbol for the United States. In literature, a symbol is expected to have significance. 

· hyperbole: exaggeration, often extravagant; it may be used for serious or for comic effect.

OTHER TERMS

Speaker: The personage or persona responsible for the voice in a poem; the speaker should not be confused with the poet. (Note: sometimes the speaker is not human.)
Allusion: a reference in a literary work to a person, place, or thing in history or another work of literature. Allusions are often indirect or brief references to well-known characters or events.
Oxymoron: a statement with two parts which seem contradictory; examples: sad joy, a wise fool, the sound of silence, or Hamlet's saying, "I must be cruel only to be kind"

Tone: the writer's attitude toward the material and/or readers. Tone may be playful, formal, intimate, angry, serious, ironic, outraged, baffled, tender, serene, depressed, etc.

Theme: (1) the abstract concept explored in a literary work; (2) frequently recurring ideas, such as enjoy-life while-you-can; (3) repetition of a meaningful element in a work, such as references to the land and the distant thunder in Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry. 
