My Access! Prompt Choices and Holt Connections

(Updated 06/16/06)
	Grade 
	Writing Type
	Title
	Curricular connections:

	7
	Narrative
	
A Day as a Bird

Imagine that you wake up one morning to discover that you have somehow been changed into a bird. What do you think might now happen? What do you think you might now do? Write a story telling what happened the day you were changed into a bird. Explain the setting and details of the experience. Tell your story in an interesting way to engage the reader. Remember to make sure the reader has enough details about your experience so he or she can picture it in his or her mind.
	Holt Writing Workshop #1

Holt Ch. 6 “Where I Stand”

Point of view

(idea starter: Read the Arthurian legend selection and show the segment of Disney’s The Sword in the Stone where young Arthur experiences life as a fish or squirrel)

· Tie in with Spiderman – when he gets bitten by a spider, or The Fly – when a scientist becomes a fly.

· Rikki-Tikki-Tavi

· Beauty and the Beast (IR)

	7
	Narrative
	
A Special Day

Think about a special day in your life; a day when something unusual or memorable happened. It might have been the first day of school, your birthday, or some other day. Write your story telling what happened to you on that day and describe why it was special. Explain the setting and details of the experience. Tell your story in an interesting way to engage the reader. Remember to make sure the reader has enough details about your experience so he or she can picture it in his or her mind.
	Holt Writing Workshop #1

Focus on the writing strategy of “zooming into a moment” by choosing a small time segment for autobiographical incident.

Use with “The Smallest Dragon Boy” or Chinese Cinderella

· “A Mason-Dixon Memory” pg. 357 (Dondre Green’s special day evokes memories of a special day in Clifton Davis’s life.)

· “Fish Cheeks”

· “Barrio Boy”


	7
	Narrative
	
Feeling Proud

From time to time we do things that make us proud of ourselves. Sometimes we are the only ones who even know what we have done, but we recognize that performing a good deed is often its own reward. Write a narrative about something you did that made you feel proud. Describe what happened and explain why you felt a sense of pride. Remember to make sure the reader has enough details about your experience so he or she can picture it in his or her mind.
	Holt Writing Workshop #1

· “Song of the Trees” (Discuss how Mr. Logan stands up to Mr. Anderson.

· “Smallest Dragonboy” (Keevan)

· “Rikki-tikki-tavi”
· “Mason-Dixon Memory” (Dondre or Clifton)

	7
	Narrative
	
Principal for a Week

Imagine that you are the principal of your school for just one week. Discuss your most important tasks and why they are important. What would you change? What would you keep the same? Write a letter to your teacher explaining your plan and include enough details and reasons why you would make the changes or keep some things the same.
	Holt Writing Workshop #1
· Treasure Island – How would Long John Silver act as principal? ( 

· Introduce for Career Day
· “Names, Nombres” (Julia)

	7
	Narrative
	
Happiest Time in Your Life 

Think about the happiest time in your life. Describe one special experience and what it meant to you. Explain the setting and details of the experience. Tell your story in an interesting way to engage the reader. Remember to tell about the happiest time of your life, describe the events that took place during the experience, and organize your experience to include a beginning, middle, and end. Make sure the reader has enough details about your experience so he or she can picture it in his or her mind (sensory details: taste, touch, sound, smell, gestures).
	Holt Writing Workshop #1

“The Smallest Dragon Boy”
· “Mason-Dixon Memory” (both Clifton and Dondre were happiest when their friends stood by them.)



	7
	Narrative
	Acts of Kindness

Responding with kindness rather than punishment when someone tries to hurt you can bring about good results.  

Think about how an act of kindness can bring about good results and write an essay about a time when you responded to someone who hurt your feelings with an act of kindness rather than punishment? If no such situation has ever happened to you, create a similar situation in which someone responded to a hurtful situation with an act of kindness rather than punishment.
	


	7
	Narrative
	Life Changing Experiences
Everyone goes through changes.  Think about a personal experience or an experience you have read about, watched on television, or seen in a movie.  Why did this change occur and how did it affect the person's life?
Write an essay in which you describe a change a person experienced in his or her life. 
	

	7
	Informative


	
Favorite Hobby

Most of us have hobbies or activities that we enjoy. For example, some people play sports; some read books or comics; and others collect things such as coins, stamps, or cards. What is your favorite hobby? What do you enjoy about it? Write an essay describing your favorite hobby or activity and discuss what makes it enjoyable to you. Remember to make sure the reader has enough details about your hobby so he or she can picture it in his or her mind.
	· “Danny’s Plant” (IR – Danny)

· “No Guitar Blues” (Fausto)



	7
	Informative
	Autobiography

An autobiography is a piece of writing about the author's life written by the author.  Write an essay about yourself, your autobiography.  Include key events or moments in your life, friendships, interests, hobbies, or goals and dreams that define you as a person.  What makes you tick?
	

	7/8
	Informative/

Reflection


	
People Change (also 8th)

People change over time. Think of a person you know who has changed over time. What was this person like in the past and what is this person like now? How has this change affected you? 
Write an essay explaining how this person has changed and how this change has affected you. 


	Almost any story with a dynamic character:

(ex. Scrooge in A Christmas Carol)
· “Bargain”

· “After Twenty Years” (Silky Bob, Jimmy Wells)

· “Monsters are Due on Maple Street”

· The Outsiders

· Holes

· “Fish Cheeks”

· “Duffy’s Jacket”

· “Exile Eyes”


	7
	Informative

(Narrative/
Descriptive)

	
Visiting an Interesting Place

There are many interesting places in the world. Different regions of the world have different cultures, geographies, climates, sights, and activities. If you could choose to visit one place in the world that you have never been before, where would it be? Why? 


Write an essay describing the one place in the world you would most like to visit and why you would like to visit that place. Remember to include enough details about the place so the reader can picture it in his or her mind. 
	Tie to lessons on setting:
“Rikki-Tikki-Tavi” (India)

“Song of the Trees”
· “The Dinner Party” 

· “Three Skeleton Key”

· “Yeh-Shen”
· “The Smallest Dragon Boy” (tie in with Pern travel brochures)

	7
	Persuasive
	Do You Want Fame?

Some people spend their entire lives seeking the rewards of fame and fortune.  Others shy away from the spotlight due to the downsides of being a celebrity.  If you had the opportunity, would you want to be famous?  Why or why not?

Write a multi-paragraph essay taking a stand on whether or not fame is really advantageous.
	

	7
	Persuasive
	What Does Your School Need?

Schools do their best to accommodate students’ needs by providing textbooks, well-qualified teachers, and other appropriate resources.  However, students rarely get a chance to share what they really think their schools need most. 

Write a letter to your principal explaining what you think your school needs to provide you with an even better educational experience.  Make sure to include specific details and examples to support your arguments.
	

	7
	Persuasive


	
Spending Money

Some parents believe that children should earn their own spending money by helping out around the home. Others believe that children should receive an allowance and should not be required to earn their spending money. Should children be required to earn their spending money or should they receive an allowance to obtain their spending money? 
Write an essay persuading parents to accept your opinion on whether or not children should have to earn their own spending money. 
	Holt Writing Workshop #3

A model persuasive essay is found on pg. 298

A Christmas Carol
· “Mother and Daughter”

· “No Guitar Blues” (Fausto)

	7
	Persuasive
	Locker Policies

Most schools allow students to use their lockers only at specific times. This policy is being reviewed by the school committee. Write an article for your school newspaper defending your opinion.
	

	7
	Persuasive


	
Year-Round Schooling

Your school is considering a move to a year-round school schedule. The year-round schedule would have students attend school year-round with several three-week breaks, as compared to the current school year calendar that begins in the fall and ends in the spring. Do you feel that a year-round schedule is more or less beneficial to students than the current school calendar?  Write a letter to your principal persuading him or her to accept your position on a move to a year-round school schedule.  
	

	7
	Text-Based

Informative
	Rock Climbing

(prompt includes reading passage – available on-line)

Pretend that you are a writer for your school newspaper.  Write a feature story on the sport of rock climbing.  Use information from the passage in your feature story.
	

	7
	Literary
	“The Tree” by Sarah Orne Jewett

(prompt includes reading passage – available on-line)

Read the passage by Sarah Orne Jewett. 
Why would a young girl climb such a huge tree?  Why was the climb so difficult?  Write a well-organized essay in which you answer these questions. 
	

	7
	Literary
	
“Fish Cheeks”
In the short story "Fish Cheeks," author Amy Tan writes an emotional story based on a real-life experience.  Through her description of one particular Christmas Eve, Amy Tan shares with the reader her thoughts and feelings about being a Chinese-American girl in America.

Write an essay in which you identify, analyze, and discuss Amy Tan's feelings and emotions, both with respect to the events that took place in the story as well as the more general matter of being different than others.  In your essay, be sure to also explain the message that Amy Tan is communicating through her story.  
	

	7
	Literary
	
“The Highwayman”
After studying Alfred Noyes's poem, "The Highwayman," write an essay in which you analyze the author's message.  Focus your writing on several clear images from the poem and be sure to discuss how the characters' actions and the poet's language reveal the author's message.
	

	7
	Literary
	A Rice Sandwich

Describe the personality characteristics Esperanza shows of herself throughout her first-person narrative.  Explain how she shows these qualities in this story.  Be sure to include examples to support your claims about Esperanza’s personality.
	

	7/8
	Literary
	Theme in Literature (also 8th)
A theme is the main message a reader can learn about life or human nature from a literary piece.  From a story you have read in class, identify a theme that the reader may learn from the story to support your ideas and explain how they support the theme.
	

	7/8
	Literary
	Characters Respond to Challenges Differently (also 8)
Characters respond to challenges differently based upon the circumstances and their own personal motivations, strengths, and weaknesses.  Consider two different characters from a story (or stories) you have read.  What challenges did these characters face?  How did they respond to these challenges?

In a well-developed essay, compare and contrast how these two characters responded to the challenges they faced.  Make sure to include specific details and examples from the text(s) to support your interpretation.
	

	8
	Narrative
	
Cherished Memories

Significant events in a person's life become cherished memories in old age. Imagine an event that would make an interesting memory for you to tell your friends or relatives later in your life. 

*
Select the time frame for the event. It might be a moment, hour, or week, etc.

*
Develop an introduction which establishes the beginning of the time frame.

*
Include sufficient sensory details enabling the reader to use his/her senses to experience your involvement in the experience.

*
Conclude with an obvious ending of the time frame.
	                                                                                                                                                                                                         

	8
	Narrative
	Family and Friendship
Family and friendship is very important.  We do many fun things with our friends and family.  Think about one fun or exciting time you had with a very close friend or family member. 
	

	8
	Narrative


	
Getting Home From Nowhere

Imagine that you are riding on a train or a bus. Suddenly the train or bus stops, and the driver announces that you have reached the end and you must get off. As the train or bus departs, you realize that you have no idea where you are. What will you do? Write an imaginative story about your adventures in this unfamiliar place and how you try to get home. 
Explain the setting and details of the experience. Tell your story in an interesting way to engage the reader. Remember to make sure the reader has enough details about your experience so he or she can picture it in his or her mind.
	Holt Writing Workshop #1



	8
	Narrative


	Life in Twenty Years

You may have wondered what your life will be like twenty years from now. Pretend that you have traveled twenty years into the future in a time machine. How will your life be different in twenty years? How will you be different in twenty years? 
Write an essay about how you and your life will be different twenty years from now. 
Remember to present your ideas in a clear and logical order and to support your response with specific facts, details, examples and/or reasons. Be sure to use well-constructed sentences and make sure your response conforms to the conventions of written American English.
	Holt Writing Workshop #1



	8
	Narrative


	
First Day of School

The first day of school can be a very memorable experience. Think about a first day of school that you remember well. What happened on this first day of school? What experiences made this day memorable? 
Write an essay about the first day of school and what you experienced on this first day. 
Remember to present your ideas in a clear and logical order and to support your response with specific facts, details, examples, and/or reasons. Be sure to use well-constructed sentences and make sure your response conforms to the conventions of written American English.
	Holt Writing Workshop #1



	8
	Narrative


	
Learning from Experience

We learn many things from experience. Think about an experience you had that taught you an important lesson. What was the experience? What lesson did you learn from this experience? 
Write an essay about an experience you had and the important lesson you learned from it. 
Remember to present your ideas in a clear and logical order and to support your response with specific facts, details, examples and/or reasons. Be sure to use well-constructed sentences and make sure your response conforms to the conventions of written American English.
	Holt Writing Workshop #1



	8
	Narrative
	To Change a Day in Your Life

Imagine you are given the opportunity to change a single day in your life. What day would it be and why? What important event(s) occurred on that day? How would this change affect you today?
Write an essay about what one day in your life you would change and why.
	

	8
	Informative
	Important Invention

Discoveries and inventions have tremendous impact on our lives.  Think about and choose one that has affected society.  Write an essay to inform your reader about this discovery or invention.  Explain its impact or influence on mankind.
	

	8
	Informative/

Persuasive


	
Favorite Person

We all have a favorite person, someone who we like or respect more than anyone else. Think about the person in your life you consider your favorite. What is this person like? What does this person do to make him or her your favorite?  Write an essay about this person explaining what they are like and the things that they do that make them so special to you.
	The Diary of Anne Frank (district prompt bank)



	8
	Informative
	
Important Possession
Many of us have one possession that we consider particularly important.  Think about one special object that you consider very important to you.  Why is this object important to you? 

Write an essay explaining this special possession and why this object has such special meaning. 
	


	8/7
	Informative/

Reflection


	
People Change (also 7th)    

People change over time. Think of a person you know who has changed over time. What was this person like in the past and what is this person like now? How has this change affected you? 
Write an essay explaining how this person has changed and how this change has affected you. 
	Almost any story with a dynamic character:

My Brother Sam is Dead

The Diary of Anne Frank

	8
	Informative


	
Society’s Biggest Problem

In our society we face a number of problems, such as crime, poverty, and pollution. What do you think is the biggest problem we face in our society today, and why is it a serious issue? Write an essay explaining the issue or problem you have chosen and why it is having such a negative effect on our society.
	

	8
	Persuasive
	State Tests and Retention Policy
Statewide tests are administered towards the end of the school year in order to evaluate whether the students in the state have learned all that was expected in multiple core subjects during that school year.  In some states, students are held back another year based on whether or not the students performed up to a certain level.
Imagine that your State Department of Education has decided that students who score less than 50 percent correct on the state test will be retained (held back) next year.  What is your opinion on this policy?  Write a persuasive essay to your state representative persuading him or her that students should or should not be retained based on performance on the state test.
	

	8
	Persuasive
	Banning Books

Some members of your school board want to ban certain books from the public library.  They feel that these books contain topics unsuitable for young readers.  Do you agree that some kinds of books should be banned from the library?  Do you disagree?

Write a letter to your school board persuading the members that these books should be banned or that these books should not be banned.
	

	8
	Persuasive


	
School Rules

Your school has a rule against eating in the classroom. What is your point of view on the subject?  Defend your answer with specific evidence. 
	

	8
	Persuasive


	
Space Shuttle Mission

Your principal has been asked to select one student from your school to go on the next space shuttle flight. The selected student will join the astronauts on their next mission to space. Why should you be selected to join this mission? 


Write an essay persuading your principal to choose you to participate in the next space shuttle mission.
	

	8
	Persuasive
	Violence on Television

Some people believe that seeing violence on television can cause someone to commit a violent act.  Do you feel that violent television programming contributes to violence in society?

Write an essay persuading these people to accept your opinion on whether or not violence on television leads to violence in our society.
	

	8
	Persuasive
	Where Would You Like to Live?

Do you love the fast-paced city life, or do you prefer the laid back country lifestyle?  If you could choose to live in either the city or the country, which option would work best for you?  Write a multi-paragraph essay explaining what lifestyle you’d choose and your reasons for coming to that decision.
	

	8
	Text-Based Informative
	The Clean Machine

(prompt includes reading passage – available on-line)

Read Clean Driving: The Green Machine and the Power of Electricity.
You are Henri Laurent.  Write a speech to deliver at the International Auto Show to convince those visitors to buy your Green Machine.  Use details from the passage to support your speech.
	

	8
	Text-Based 

Informative
	The Bill of Rights
The Bill of Rights grants protection to Americans on a daily basis.  What does the Bill of Rights mean to you as an American Citizen?  Why do you think it is important?  How might your life be different without the rights it grants? 
	


	8/7
	Literary
	Theme in Literature (also 7th)
A theme is the main message a reader can learn about life or human nature from a literary piece.  From a story you have read in class, identify a theme that the reader may learn from the story.  In a well-organized essay, describe this theme.  Use textual examples from the story to support your ideas and explain how they support the theme.
	

	8/7
	Literary
	Characters Respond to Challenges Differently (also 7)
Characters respond to challenges differently based upon the circumstances and their own personal motivations, strengths, and weaknesses.  Consider two different characters from a story (or stories) you have read.  What challenges did these characters face?  How did they respond to these challenges?

In a well-developed essay, compare and contrast how these two characters responded to the challenges they faced.  Make sure to include specific details and examples from the text(s) to support your interpretation.
	


My Access! Pilot Prompts
** Can be used with the approximator to receive an approximate holistic score **

** To make a pilot prompt an intellimetrically scored prompt, you  cannot use the approximator  & you must submit a total of 300 essays (find another teacher who would also like to use the prompt) **

** If you decide to submit 300 essays without the approximator, tell your EETT support provider so that he/she can contact Vantage and instruct them to begin creating the intellimetric scoring guide ASAP **

	
	PILOT PROMPTS

(Narrative)
	· Encounter with a Spaceship

· Exploring on the Moon

· Happiest Time in Your Life (Spanish Pilot)

· The Best Present I Ever Received! 

· What Became of Ichabod Crane?
	Visit www.gomyaccess.com to view the text of pilot prompts.

	
	PILOT PROMPTS

(Informative)
	· Conflict in Society

· Designing Your Dream City

· Favorite Form of Entertainment (Spanish Pilot)

· Important Archeological Discoveries

· Improving Television

· Media Influence

· Operating a Complex Mechanical Device

· The California Gold Rush

· The Effects of Substance Abuse

· The Metric System

· The Scientific Method

· The Three Branches of the US Government

· The US Justice System and the Bill of Rights

· What Do You Desire Most?

· What If You Never Slept?

· What’s in a Name?

· Working at Night
	Visit www.gomyaccess.com to view the text of pilot prompts.


	
	PILOT PROMPTS 

(Persuasive)
	· Homelessness in America
· How to Handle a Bully
· Keep the Movie Theater Open (AIMS Practice Pilot Prompt)
· Parking Lot Construction
· Recommend Food to the Cafeteria (AIMS Practice Pilot Prompt)
· Recommending Good Entertainment
· Separate Schools for Boys and Girls
· Sports Requirement (Spanish Pilot)
· Televisions in the Classroom
· The First Amendment
· The Most Advanced Civilization
· The Same Team
· The Value of Increased Cultural Awareness
· Vote for Me! (AIMS Practice Pilot Prompt)
· Was Andrew Jackson a President of the People?
	Visit www.gomyaccess.com to view the text of pilot prompts.

	
	PILOT PROMPTS 

(Text-based Informative)
	· “Breaking Barriers” 

(reading passage included with prompt)

· “Cassowary: Giant Bird of the Rainforest”

(reading passage included with prompt)

· Construction Projects

(reading passage included with prompt)

· “Crazy About Games”

(reading passage included with prompt)

· “Egg-Laying Species”

(reading passage included with prompt)

· Ellis Island
(reading passage included with prompt)
	Visit www.gomyaccess.com to view the text of pilot prompts.


	7/8
	PILOT PROMPTS
(Literary)

PILOT PROMPTS

(Literary – cont’d)

PILOT PROMPTS (Literary – cont’d)
	· A Different Kind of Winner 

(reading passage included with prompt)
· A Gathering of Days

· A Girl Named Disaster by, Nancy Farmer

· Ashes of Roses by, Mary Jane Auch

· A Wizard of Earthsea by, Ursula K. Le Guin

· A Wrinkle in Time by, Madeleine L’Engle

· Beyond the Divide by, Kathryn Lasky

· Characters’ Dreams in The Glory Field
· Comparing Visions of America (MLK & Lincoln)

· Dicey’s Song by, Cynthia Voigt

· Dinosaur Parents, Dinosaur Young by, Kathleen Weidner Zoehfeld

· Edgar Allan Poe Creates Atmosphere

· Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery by, Russell Freedman
· False Expectations 
(reading passage included with prompt)

· Flour Babies by, Anne Fine
· Going Overboard
(reading passage included with prompt)

· Helen Keller’s Teacher
· Holes by, Louis Sachar

· Homesick: My Own Story by, Jean Fritz

· Hoops by, Walter Dean Myers

· Ida B. Wells: Mother of the Civil Rights Movement
· Injustice in Literature

· Insights from the title of Walk Two Moons
· Island of the Blue Dolphins by, Scott O’Dell

· Julie of the Wolves by, Jean Craighead George
· Just a Normal Day
(reading passage included with prompt)

· Legends, Folktales, Myths, and Fables

· Lessons Learned in The Phantom TollBooth
· Lincoln: A Photobiography by, Russell Freedman

· Literary Devices Create Mood in Literature

· Lord of the Deep by, Graham Salisbury

· Maya Angelou’s Influences

· Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by, Robert C. O’Brien

· Out of the Dust by, Karen Hesse

· Over Sea, Under Stone by, Susan Cooper

· Poetic Devices in “Mother to Son” by, Langston Hughes

· Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry by, Mildred D. Taylor

· Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World: The Extraordinary True Story of Shackleton and the Endurance by, Jennifer Armstrong

· Sir Walter Raleigh and the Quest for El Dorado by, Marc Aronson

· Sitting Bull and His World by, Albert Marrin

· So Far From the Bamboo Grove by, Yoko Kawashima Watkins

· Style in the Poems of E.E. Cummings

· Teen Issues in The Outsiders and Miracle’s Boys
· The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by, Mark Twain

· The Bone Detectives by, Donna M. Jackson

· The Call of the Wild by, Jack London

· The Chimpanzees I Love: Saving Their World and Ours by, Jane Goodall

· The Diary of Anne Frank
· The Effect on the Reader of The Outsiders
· The Examination by, Malcom Bosse

· The Giver by, Lois Lowry

· The Incredible Journey of Lewis & Clark by, Rhoda Blumberg

· The Significance of the Title in The Call of the Wild
· The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by, Avi

· The View From Saturday by. E.L. Konigsburg

· The Wright Brothers: How They Invented the Airplane by, Russell Freedman

· To Kill a Mockingbird by, Harper Lee

· Walk Two Moons by, Sharon Creech

· Watership Down by, Richard Adams

· Woodsong by, Gary Paulson
	Visit www.gomyaccess.com to view the text of pilot prompts.
Visit www.gomyaccess.com to view the text of pilot prompts.

Visit www.gomyaccess.com to view the text of pilot prompts.


Note to My Access! Users:

Several additional prompts are available at the upper elementary and high school levels.  Below is a sampling:
The prompt below is in the high school listing and may be used at the “honors” level:

(Keep in mind that scoring will be at a high school level)

Name:
A Memorable Childhood Event

Category:
Narrative

Prompt: 
Think of a childhood event that you remember vividly. It might be the first time you rode on a school bus, the day you played in an important Little League game, the day you learned to ride a bike, or another memorable event. Write a story telling about the event. Describe what happened and explain why it was so memorable. Tell your story in an interesting way to engage the reader. Remember to make sure the reader has enough details about your experience so they can picture it in their mind.
The two following prompts are from the upper elementary list.  They may be used and scored at the upper elementary level:
Name:
A Special Day

Category:
Narrative

Prompt:


Is there a day or an event in your life that was so special that you wish you could live it over again? What day would you like to relive? What happened that made it so special?

Write a story about this special event or special day.

Name:
Learning A New Skill

Category:
Narrative

Prompt:


Think of a time when you learned how to do something new or taught someone a new skill. Maybe it was a new sport or playing a new instrument. What happened? What did you find difficult about learning or teaching this new skill?

Write a story about learning or teaching this new skill.

