Dear Teachers,

Now that you are becoming more comfortable using My Access! in the classroom, you will begin to see the software program as a tool that can be manipulated to meet the needs of your writing instruction.  Many of the strategies you use successfully the traditional way (pen and paper) can be modified slightly to fit the new format with the computer.  Here are some ideas you may want to try:

The Revision and/or Editing Process

Color-coding with a Focus on Organization –

· The Traditional Approach -- Many of us employ color-coding as a visual/tactile way for students to analyze their writing for proper structure or organization.  Students use colored pencils to highlight the thesis statement, topic sentences, concrete details, commentary and conclusions in different colors.  This is beneficial for many reasons, including the quick visual statement it creates as to what is missing or overused in the essay.  An essay with too much green and too little blue might instantly tell a student that he/she needs to add more commentary to the body paragraphs.  

· The My Access! Approach -- To achieve the same goal on the computer, students should first “Submit” a draft of their essay so that a copy is safely stored in the Portfolio.  This is important because the procedure for color-coding in My Access! involves highlighting entire sentences or more, and one touch of the wrong key can cause the writing to be deleted.  (Once the work is in the Portfolio, it can be copied and pasted into a text box if necessary.)  The procedure for color-coding is simple and involves the steps of highlighting the desired sentence and then changing the font color with the pull-down selector in the toolbar.  Students may do this to their own papers, or they may switch seats with a classmate and color-code another essay, depending on sophistication level of the class. One logistical benefit to this approach is that the students do not need to spend class time obtaining and sharpening the colored pencils!

The My Access! font color palette does not include purple, so the following colors are recommended for this process:

· Thesis statement – red

· Topic sentences – yellow

· Concrete details – green

· Commentary – blue

· Concluding sentences – orange

See the photo on the next page as an example –
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“The Struggles of War

At what price does independence come? Wel, in the historical novels, My Brother Sam is Dead by James Lincoln and Christopher Coller,
and Just Jane by Willzm Lavender, the price is great. Set in the late 17005, at the peak of the Revolutionary War against Britein, the two
characters, Tim and Jane, fece many dangers. The themes of the two novels are impacted by three things. They are the maturing of both Tin and
lane, the reality of war, and the beliefs of others. The themes of both novels are impacted by the maturig of the two charecters, the reality of war,
and the beliefs of others

The maturing of the (w0 characters ereatly impacts the theme fhe two stories share. An example would be when Jane i telling Simon that
veryone treats her lie a child when she wans to be treated ke an aclult *"Mr. Cordwyn!* Jane stood her ground, eyes ablaze. ‘For all their
linciness, the Ainsleys treat me like a chid. Youte the only one who has been honest about what's going on. Please don 't let me down " (fust
ane 38)

‘Another example of maturing is when Tim tricks the cowboys into believing that they are part of an ambush| I stood for a moment
listening to the sound of their hooves dying out in the snowy road, then T began to laugh and cry al at once. My hands shook so hard I dropped
imy stick and my knees were so wealk | could harcly walk *( My Brother Sam s Dead, 126)

A final example is when Brandon tels Jane that he
thought that she had gotten Iost, " was wortied about you, Jane. 1 thought that perhaps you had gotten lost "Lost? Hardly-I'm not a helpless
chid " (ust Jane, 19)

For this reason, the maturing of Tun and Jane is clear

¢ secondd way ey s e s ety Of e e s soine on - An example would be when Simon is dealing with Britsh deserters who
(were taken as prisoners, * British soldters, seems like. Gills says they'e spies and means to stand ‘em up in front of a firing squad ™
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More information on next page –

Color-coding and Revising for Sentence Structure –

· The Traditional Approach – Whether we call it “Brushstrokes” or “Sassy Sentences,” or some other name of our choice, we all teach students to add complex sentence structure and sentence variation to their writing.  Many teachers assign names to different sentence types and ask students to prove that they have used these types in their writing by labeling the sentences on a rough draft.  For instance, the “Sassy Sentence” name for the appositive sentence is the “Informative Interrupter” and the labeling abbreviation is “II.”  This procedure of labeling helps students focus on their sentence structure and encourages them to write with some variety.

· The My Access! Approach – The font color palette could be used as a great tool for labeling the different sentence types in a rough draft. (Again, be sure students “submit” a draft to the portfolio before attempting color-coding.)

Consistency among teachers in color choices is especially helpful for students who change classes or schools.  Here are some suggested color choices for “Sassy Sentences.” Because there are only five colors, I’m suggesting the “Italic” mode for the last type:

Two-adjective Beginning – orange

“-ing” at the Beginning or End – yellow

“-ly” at the Beginning – blue

Informative Interrupter – red

Balanced Sentences – green

Dependent Clauses – use the “Italic” feature

Modeling Peer-Review Feedback --

· The Traditional Approach:  After students write first drafts and review their scores and feedback, they are often in need of further coaching to significantly improve their essays.  Traditionally, many teachers ask a volunteer to allow his/her paper to be read aloud to the class and critiqued (preferably Oreo-cookie style with positive comments interspersed with suggestions for improvement), the benefit being that this brave student gains invaluable feedback from his/her reading audience.  Besides hearing the essay, some teachers create an overhead transparency of the writing so that students can see, as well as hear, the model essay.

The My Access! Approach:  The very same goals can be met with My Access!; however, with the computer and LCD projector available to us, this process is enhanced.  For instance, the teacher can set up the computer to project My Access! on the large screen, and the student’s essay may be projected through either the teacher’s account or by having the student log-in under his/her account.  Several factors make this procedure preferable to the traditional approach.  Because the student typed the essay, it is easier to read, and the font size can be adjusted for the entire class to see.  The teacher does not need to plan ahead by copying the essay onto an expensive overhead transparency prior to class, either.

Exchanging Papers for Peer-Review or Editing –

· The Traditional Approach:  In many classes, students exchange early draft writing with their classmates for a focused peer review session.  The teacher writes a list on the whiteboard of specific features that must be present in the writing, and the peer reviewer scrutinizes the essays in search of the items on this checklist, making comments and suggestions on the paper when necessary.  In some classes, the same essay is passed through an entire row of students, with each student looking for only one item on the checklist.

· The My Access! Approach:  Teachers may follow this same process, but with minor changes in the procedure.  Instead of exchanging essays, students switch seats with each other and review their classmates’ essays on the computer.  Suggestions and comments can be typed on the Notepad (found under the “Prewrite” menu), and the actual essay may be marked by highlighting the area in question and changing the font color to red or another color of choice.  Please note, before following this procedure, it is extremely important that the writer submit a draft of the essay for safekeeping in the Portfolio.  That way, if the essay is accidentally deleted or tampered with, an original copy can be retrieved.

These are just a few of the many ways we can make My Access! an integrated part of our writing program.  If you discover new, successful ways to use My Access! please let me know.  The more we share our teaching successes with each other, the more students benefit.

Thank you,

Anita

Anita Mattos – December 9, 2005


