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Rattlers United!  United in academic excellence, arts and science, and fun! 
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Sept. 10-18: Used Crayons & 
Backpacks Collection 

Sept. 17:   Back-to-school Night 
for Grades K and 6 (only) 

Sept. 18:   Fang Friday 
Recycling begins 

Sept. 21-22:   School Photos 

Sept. 28:   Fall Recess Day 
(Holiday) 

Oct. 1:   Back-to-school Night 
for Grades 1-5 (Minimum Day) 

Oct. 6:   Dine-Out Night: Panda 
Express 

Oct. 9:   PTA Family Movie 
Night and Silent Auction 

Oct. 13:   Dine-Out Night: 
Domino’s Pizza 

Nov. 2:   Staff Development 
Day (No school for students) 

Nov. 3:  Dine-Out Night: Panda 
Express 

Nov. 10:  Dine-Out Night: 
Domino’s Pizza 

Nov. 11:   Veterans' Day 
(Holiday) 

Nov. 18:   PTA Meeting 

Nov. 13-20:   Parent-Teacher 
Conferences (Minimum Days) 
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     Welcome back Robinson Rattlers!  I hope you ha d a 
wonderful summer.  The Robinson PTA is looking 
forward to an exciting year ahead.  We encourage ea ch 
parent, even grandparents, to join our PTA; 
membership includes a Robinson student directory an d 
your child’s membership to the Snake Pit Pal Club.  
Your membership donation helps to fund the great 
programs and assemblies we have planned this year 
that provide enrichment and fun!  Some of the PTA 
sponsored programs we are looking forward to are 
Family Movie Night, Reflections, Red Ribbon Week, t he 
Snake Pit Student Store, Art in Action, Hands on 
Science, Family Math & Science Night, Variety Show,  
and Book Fair, just to name a few!  We are always 
looking for volunteers; if you’d like to get involv ed or 
have suggestions, contact one of the board members 
or come to a PTA meeting.   
 
     Please stay informed by checking the Robinson PTA 
website regularly; we are cutting down on paper/cop ier 
usage and communicating more online and through 
email (http://www.svusd.org/p_home.asp?tid=6855). 
 
     I hope to see you at our various PTA sponsored  
events throughout the year!   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lisa Spice 
Robinson PTA President 
�

Robinson Elementary School  
21400 Lindsay Dr. 

Trabuco Canyon, CA 92679 
Phone: 

(949) 589-2446 
Principal Don Snyder 

E-mail: 
snyderdo@svusd.k12.ca.us  

Website: 
www.svusd.k12.ca.us  
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Innisbrook Gift Wrap Fundraiser �

Parents, be on the lookout for your child’s 
Innisbrook gift wrap fundraiser packet!  Our sale 
starts Friday September 11th and ends on 
September 25th.  NEW this year:  Your out-of-town 
family and friends will now be able to support your 
child’s effort more easily with the new online 
system ordering.  Start earning prizes as soon as 
your FIRST item is sold!!  Set a minimum goal to 
sell at least 10 items!  All students who sell at least 
25 items will earn the LIMO LUNCH in an Ultra 
Stretch Hummer Limo!  Questions…contact 
Melanie Clarke melanieclarke@marykay.com or 
635-9905. 
 
Reflections Theme:  “Beauty is…!” 
Designed to enhance a quality arts education, the 
PTA Reflections Program provides opportunities for 
students to express themselves and to receive 
positive recognition for their artistic efforts. 
Students in all grades are encouraged to participate 

by creating works of art 
in six areas:  dance 
choreography, film 
production, literature, 
musical composition, 
photography, and the visual 
arts (which include art 
forms such as drawing, 
painting, print making, and 
collage). Flyers and 
packets will be available in 

the office.  The deadline for submittal is 
Wednesday, October 14, 2009.  If you have any 
questions, contact Lysa Guterman at 949-433-4585 
(9 am to 9 pm) or email her at 
thenewguterman@gmail.com. 

Assemblies 
Exciting news!!! Robinson PTA is able to support 
school wide assemblies. The children will be 
exposed to Orange County Performing Arts 
performers! We will start the year in October with 
The Language of Health- Red Ribbon Week, in 
November with Imagination Machine- who, what, 
where (writing), in December with The Alley Cats- 
'Tis the Season (music), and in March with 
Edutainment Arts- Science Magic. Thank you for 
supporting Robinson PTA! 

September 11 Patriot’s Day �
Mr. Snyder lead a flag ceremony for all classes in 
front of the school at 9am on Friday Sept. 11. 
 
Make Sure Your Purchases Count 
Do you shop at Pavilions, Albertsons, and Ralphs? 
Each of these businesses offers a school rebate 
program that returns a percentage of your purchase 
back to our school. Robinson can receive this 
benefit if you register your cards.  You must register 
your cards annually.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Jennifer Bantle at 
jenniferbantle@yahoo.com. 
 
Register online today: 
Pavilions -  www.escrip .com 
Ralphs -  www.ralphs.com 
Albertsons -  www.albertsons.com 
�
Outdoor Family Movie Night is 
Coming Soon! �

Family Movie Night and Silent Auction is Friday, 
October 9 from 5:30-9:30pm.  A fun evening is 
planned for all!  Come enjoy food, booths, 
entertainment, movie, and bid on auction items.  
Robinson students will be voting on the movie 
selection and the title will be announced in the next 
few weeks.  Please contact Karen Mitchell 
(949.244.2554, Karen@WeTutor-U.com) if you are 
interested in volunteering for the event or 
sponsoring a booth. 
 
Silent Auction 
If you own a business or have a great idea for a 
silent auction basket, start gathering your items! 
The bigger and better your basket, the more money 
PTA will earn. More information will come home 
soon regarding drop off location and times. Thank 
you so much for your donations!  Movie Night/Silent 
Auction has been a great success because of our 
parents, students, teachers, and community! 

PTA Membership forms that were not turned 
in at the Rally need to be in by September 30 
in order to be included in Student Directory. 
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 Snake Pit 
         The new and improved 

Snake Pit will be opening in 
October.  It will be open every 

Monday morning at 8:30am 
and during the Monday lunch 

hour in Room 38. 
�

 

Community Advisory Committee – 
Special Education Department 
You are invited to attend the first Community 
Advisory Committee meeting of the Special 
Education Department of our district.  The meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, September 23rd at 
7:00 p.m. at the Saddleback Valley Unified School 
District office, in the board room.  The address is 
25631 Peter A. Hartman Way, Mission Viejo 92691. 
 If your child has an IEP or receives special 
education services, these meetings might prove to 
be very informative.  If you have questions or would 
like more information, please contact Maura Byron 
at 5byrons@cox.net. 
�

After-School Spanish Enrichment 
Program 
Research shows that young children are the most 
receptive language-learners. Children who begin 
studying an additional language at an early age 
develop natural pronunciation, are less inhibited, 
and benefit immeasurably from the educational 
enrichment.  Spanish classes will be held once a 
week immediately after school, at the school library 
1 hour per week for 28 weeks. You can register 
online at www.PhenomenalWomen.tv by clicking on 
the Spanish Learning Program link.  Contact 
Macedonia Minkovsky  at  (949) 766-8711 with any 
questions. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
   

 

 

Attention Parents of 5 th Graders 
Be on the lookout next month for more information 
on 5th grade fundraising efforts to help offset costs 
for 6th Grade Science Camp next year!  Once 
again we will be offering family portraits by Mike 
Gillmore this November in the MPR.  More dates 
and information coming. 
 
Celebrate Family Day September 28 
Family Day - A Day to Eat Dinner with Your 
ChildrenTM  is a national movement to encourage 
parents and/or guardians to spend time with their 
children at the dinner table.  It is demonstrated that 
the more often kids eat dinner with their families, 
the less likely they are to smoke, drink, or use 
drugs.  Visit the website www.casafamilyday.org for 
more information and tips on how you can make 
your Family Day a success. 
 
Art in Action �

Our new art program, “Art in Action,” consists of 
hands-on art classes provided to our students three 
times during the school year.  We are in need of 
volunteers.  Please email Marya Carroll if you are 
interested at MC730@cox.net. 
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Robinson Fundraiser Dine-Out Nights 
Local restaurants Panda Express (in Pavillions) and 
Domino’s Pizza will donate money to our school 
based on a percentage of your purchase on the 
designated fundraising day.  Panda Express Nights 
will be on the first Tuesday of every month; 
Domino’s Nights will be on the second Tuesday of 
every month.  

�

Communication on PTEasy – please make sure 
we have your correct email addresses in order to 
receive communication throughout the year.  
Check to make sure your email will accept 
emails from pteasy.donotreply@gmail.com. 

�
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10 Ways for Parents to Help Teachers

1. Create a smooth takeoff each 
day. Give your child a hug before 
she ventures out the door and you 
head to work. Look her in the eye, 
and tell her how proud you are of 
her. Your child's self-confidence 
and security will help her do well 
both in school and in life. 
 
2. Prepare for a happy landing at 
the end of the day when you 
reconvene. Create a predictable 
ritual such as 10–20 minutes 

listening to your child talk about his 
day—before you check phone 
messages, read the mail, or begin 
dinner. That way you are fully 
present to listen, and your child has 
a touchstone he can count on 
between school and home.  
 

3. Fill your child's lunchbox with 
healthy snacks and lunches. Have 
dinner at a reasonable hour and a 
healthy breakfast. A well-balanced 
diet maximizes your child's learning 
potential. 
 
4. Include calm, peaceful times in 
your children's afternoons and 
evenings. Maintain a schedule that 
allows them to go to school rested, 
and if they are sick, have a system 
in place so they are able to stay 
home.  
 
5. Remember it's your children's 
homework, not yours. Create a 
specific homework space that's 
clutter-free and quiet. Encourage 
editing and double-checking work, 
but allow your kids to make 
mistakes, as it's the only way 
teachers can gauge if they 
understand the material. It's also 
how children learn responsibility for 
the quality of their work. 
 
6. Fill your child's life with a love for 
learning by showing him your own 

curiosity, respecting his questions, 
and encouraging his efforts. 
 
7. Fill your home with books to 
read, books simply to look at, and 
books that provide answers to life's 
many questions. The public or 
school library is an excellent 
resource. 
 
8. Be a partner with your child's 
teacher. When you need to speak 
to him or her in reference to a 
specific issue with your child, do it 
privately, not in front of your child. 
Make a point never to criticize your 
child's teacher in front of your child.  
 
9. Set up a system where routine 
items are easily located—such as 
backpacks, shoes, signed notices. 
Create a central calendar for 
upcoming events to avoid the 
unexpected.  
 
10. Tuck a "love note" in your 
child's lunch bag to let her know 
how special she is. Knowing they 
are loved makes it easier for 
children to be kind to others.  

Robinson PTA Provides Funds for: 

������������
�
�������� �
� 
����!�
��

������������
�

�����������
"�����
�����
�

�����������
�

�����������
���
��	�
��

�����������
�

�� �����������
�
 ���	�!��#������� ����
	�

$
�
��
	��

�� �����������
�

�����������
%�������&
��	��

$�'�
���!���
���������� �

�

�����������
�
(	
 ���������!�
��

�����������
�

�����������
�������� ��
���

�����������
�

�����������
&
��	��$
���)�� �
� 
���!���

�����������
�

(from www.pta.org by Mimi Doe) 

���������� �
*���
��#$
��
�"	
�+�

���������� �
�



������ � ���� � � �������	�
���� 
������������� �
�

Rattlers United!  United in academic excellence, arts and science, and fun! 
�

�

It’s COOL to Give! 

Below are a few of Robinson’s Community 
Outreach Opportunity League upcoming activities: 
 
Used Crayons and Backpacks Collection Drive 
Sept. 10-18 
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Fang Friday Recycle Day Starts  
Sept. 18 
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Coat Drive-Donations to local shelters 
Oct. 9 
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Weekly Book Club  
Coming Soon 
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PTA General Meeting Dates (usually 
3rd Wed. of month in the MPR) 
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T-Shirt Designers Wanted! 

If you would like to help design this year’s Jog-a-
thon t-shirt, please contact Nicole Glazer McKee at 
������&�	���������������!  or 949-636-3659.

 

Thank you to Ron Majorino for providing muffins, 
fruit, and juice to the Robinson staff on the first day of 
school! 

Robinson Elementary  PTA Board:  
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Lisa Spice 

aspice@cox.net 
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Karen Mitchell 

Karen@WeTutor-U.com 

-� 
���
���
���.
���)�$

���
Nicole Glazer McKee 

Nicole@SusanandNicole.com 
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Wendi Grinstead 

wgrinstead@cox.net 
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Leslie Dybel 

dybella@cox.net 

�
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Isabel Lang 

iclang66@hotmail.com 
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Cyndi Burke 

5burkes@cox.net 
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Mieke Allen 

miekezoe@gmail.com 
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Debbie Franz 

franzdj@sbcglobal.net 
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Theresa Reese 

Rtreese11@cox.net 


